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1^33 Palmer 

Located on a tributary of the Swift River fka Otis Company Dam. Asia see: Otis Company Dam. 



City/Town 



Falnier 



City/Town 


Falmer 


Dam 


Otis Company Dam 


Dam 


Midura Dam 


Name 


Otis Company 


Name. 


Midura, A J 



Sep$e&to63? : l s If 48 



Mr, A, jr.„ Mitm^a 

It^tii Sain s$?*.et 

Is -nesNiftaaet with tfet pswi&icma of Shafts? 
£-* s Action ^S et ggq. ©f tiie &#s®£al Jmwm t tsf^irstesiry 
S&itl&a*. relative to the laspegtioii, eoaftition iM safety 

■#£ tfes lams: of HsuspSea ©srandijf f yea axe J»?eisy a&rised 
ti!»t'.j*o? tairs loeiitst sa a tiitaiiary ©f %fes Snifi Biwr 
. I.n. t-fce. fowa sf Palaer e.itft ^omsriy iaows §g %'te -Otis Co. 
rseerTOii? is?i he's "been ittepeotefi. "by our Seginssr ana gorat 
s.t$e&i&9a in siaXlti. %m tls .fo-lloriag .eongiiio'its aoteS' asi 

*lii a ^g«*mt Issfsetiam naftt of the Hilsa tea on a 
t*:ttratt»-ry of the Swift M&nr ia the ?«o of Palaer 
a-ai ■ :f oifmairly k&mn as the OMa Co. ¥es«rrol7 fss, it 
was fosnd timt t&s top of tha vertical crrerflow piss 
If' « : f«f si with wlia-t Sff#aEs to %© sa ©II «ai#h liasia 
gsn*®* flii® grate sfesolt fee pegaBaeiitiy M-mmwsi, to 
fte?®^ slogging sf %&s ©tfsflsw witli f.0:gslfels fesmlt- 



Aagr -fart'feer inffisastlom «0as#i?iiiiig tliig matter 
v&ieli yoa say desire will 'a® far.aisfe#t fey -ffcts ©ffies apoa 

■ eouiTY <jMBtissiossas 



"SKSUKE" 



Hal brook Dam fka Piper Dam aka Forest Lake Dam 




1^33 Palmer 

Two dams off Shearer Street. See also Dam Report section: " Forest Lake Right of Way Takings" ■ 
DS5OS7. 



Abutters 



King's Inn 



City/Town 


Falnier 


Dam 


HoUbrcok Dam 


Dam 


Forest Lake Dam 


Name 


Piper 


Name. 


Holbrcck, Don 


Name 


Holbrcok, Arthur W 


Streets 


Shearer Street 



Water 



Forest Lake 



A 



Kay 17, 1933 



Mr. Arthur W. Holbrook, 
416 Main Street, 
Palmer, Mass. 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 
45 of Chapter 253 of the General laws as amended by 
Chapter 334 of the Acts of 1923 and ss farther amended 
by Chapter 176 of the Acts of 1924 relative to the in- 
spection, condition and safety of the dams of Hampden 
County, you are notified that your dam, located on Gates 
Brool?, sb called, at the outlet of Forest Iqfce in the 
Town of Palmer, Jas been inspected by bur engineer and 
your attention is called to the following condition 
noted and recommendation made by him; 

"There are flashbosrds one foot in height 
on the BDillwey of this dam. It would appear 
to be advisable to use these flashboards only 
during the summer period of low water, and 
allow the water to waste over the permanent 
overflow crest at all other times." 

Any further information concerning this matter 
which you may desire will be furnished by this office upon 
request. 

Tours very truly, 
COTJETY COKKISSIOEERS 

By 



Chairman. 



1: 



la j £8, IfSS 



90 f fc§2s4i!cs . Street 



Bss^ Sir: 








"Tin ^g*s-£*£S -srfMi ^^nt K ^S^l S 




: ssoi'ter 


§jm ©a %&# 


sis. as* a.i.:-*-a. # siu-ii£f,mm en «i&. 
"Ill© fsws Gf I' a laser Itaw ast^es-fi 




Mss-simre 


Qisil, fMl . jt 111 


#sii. T&ts? attention Is feaisi t 


^:.S|I JL^#-'S 

.ipts, 'fit® C 


*Zv*~?&r? : Jf *t^-.& ^.^-^ra* A.^^^5 





:3 -Mafia;** bJiat! ^i««S 6fld sp©©JJ?JL@8'fti^IiB 

s#¥«4 1j.j the Simnty l3«fsre #su stra-e - 
is faming a pead lis¥ts.g a ©apseity 
§£ a sillfcifi ar iisf© $ell@ias-» ©r that is ten or ra©r« feet la 

li^isfefe sIssts the sfe=esa %«& t sr that tes a satersh@t eosti*i- 



e a.i. 



£&-"**£; 



er-ii-iY J : . l~, : ": , 
By T3aos» J. Oostello 

___gh as. W«, Bray 

Maurice G-. Donahue 
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ion. Trie Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County, Court House 



spriii 



Leld, Mass, 



Thomas J. Costello, Chairman, 
Dear Sir? 



Relative to the trouble cause! 



wa t e i 



of 1 



3 "Y 1 * (~) Tfi ~$" 



fa ophi 






ware River backing up to the boost 

Bennett toad, Palmer, Mass. I have as reane sted cm^ed o~ v^ B 

Piper on Saturday last, and looted over the trouble as DoiihaM 



■tlTf "fhlT Y"i p T* 



£> G 

the 

hoes 
home 
who 



L JL fcj I 



rne nouse in d^estion is located on Ben^et+: 
_ . near forest Lake, and within a short distance 

-.ast tank of the hare River, from what I had learned 
e is only be hap; used in the ="^---« +• 
, and rented from Mrs. Artv 
owns the nrooerty. 



m I 



irae as 
Lolhrook ( 



■aimer, 



Road, 

"fS^oin 
) I a 3 "h 

ha s s 



vaer 
and 



t his 



Originally the house was a saw mi 
nisiness was abandoned , years ago, it was 

which it had rernaine 



11 building 



changed into a 



IF! *1 1 



a lab house , 



.ec 






riper rented the property. 



Seer 



Oil 



is still in the ba; 



iemen 



o 



f +a- 



wa 'cor whee . 



water 



• j are u ne 
teel from t 



■p 



ne Duiiairif 



4-u 



e e . 



filled in or level 



canal or ditch that diverted the 
:st 



+ !-■ 



i^ ii'/e?^* a 



crest ;ahe outlet, has not been 
.ed up. Neither has the tailrace from the 



tanoe of a few hundi 



IV 11681 uO 

river is 

trouble, especially to the water suoplv 

';he hast edee of the tall racet 



f f 



se 



■■■:■: nen 



lyh, water Decks up in this tail race and causes 



ioe^f's 



W 



oecorees polluted with seepage from 



;h( 



well, sunk close by a- 
appears, the weld water 



■f" Ci 1 '1 



race, 



theme 



I-fc , is ^hovight the t the running of the mill ch" the 
-xice Co. located a mile or over downstream on the l frre' River 



because of the putti 



he ' 

4- So .-, 



;h« 



del 



belong 



on of flash hoards on the ca^: *=>+.(•> ip -i.-hf 

cause of the baok water in tailraee. ^hio t s ^otVuT" 

owerer s inasmuch, as flash boards are ^ot hei ™ n« e fl"o- 
m. It 8ee;;is too, teat +ohe horse a -d r,r :-ertv I- "npqtVnn 
■ed at one time to the ^horndike Co. ' '' '' '" *' 



dam ao 

water 






Krs. fiper thinks that the huilfil 



fyy* 



.„ X s OI; i Q iC X ] 



mouth of the tail race would prevent anv'river 



therein. 



"t <? 



better plan would be to fill 



sei 



Hi X- PB 



sew ever , 



iat 



;a i. 



ice v; ith earth, 



espectfully submittec 



o 






oi 



"'■y--' 




October k, 19*J4 



Ira. SogM© L. iiper, 

Bear Mrs. Fiper: 

la aceoMaaoe with, our previous ©on- 

fer-satlsn with you with ref erea.ee to t&e water of 
the Ware filler' bao^ing up onto tlie pr#aises occupied 
fey you <«n<i awa$d by Mrs. Art&ur 1. Holferook, would 
adfise tfe&t we re-ferreti "tiile Batter to our Syiraulio 
SaglEeer, «Jaaes X«. figtie* 

We.MfeviiOw beem advised tey My. *igbe 
that after m- txamitiatiOE by &&», tee is 'of tbs opinion 

Wm% it is not ' «■■: ■w&tfer within the ..Juris&ioMofi- of tbe 
I'sa^tfi CMsuisty Soiaalsaioiters but rattier is a matter 
tbat efeould be taken up with the iele@tise& of %im Town 
of fausmr* 

Sn&er the oiraujastafioes, we regret tbat 
tliere is sofMrigv-jfurther we oan cte in the matter but 
suggest, that you. take the matter up with the parties 
suggested fey our Engineer. 

Very truly yours, 

OOUSfl 0OMMXSSIOKSE3 

By 
TfM/M ' -Chaipaari. 



g#p%*Jlit»e:r 27 f 1953 



Iff* A..* %(» Mtefxile 
Mfig§: lite 

Bear Sin 

is ,ac»^tajie# «lth tiin provisions of Chapter 253 8 
Section hr? st se^. of the Ssneral Latre s Terecsfee&ary 

Mit&El f^Iatiw t6 t&s inspect fen$ €eirt.it,l#s aaS safety 
«f iiii; «iatim sf Sispisii ©ossit?* yea sre Itarety advised that 

yum* la -X#gaf «# at t&e astlei #£ Wmm^st talks is Falser has 

- "~ ""*- '•" 1 r ? r J — t .-t -- d"„- ^ir-i"-*nr gut piiir sttestim 

tfeai msi# fey Ms! 

*flier© is Isafeig« thsoxtga the so?£$ter2y afeatsfiat 
sfes®f. # **?ks -^3 ? roving fKia t&e a%atsest 
swmm asi siiesli Is© F©s© , pelU fit© iwfeg o-f the trees 
aye separating ttt@ staaes ani are. ps&tt&iily the 
sajor cause *f tii© leakage* Aesov-l c/ t!i© wees 
sai stoppage s.f tlie leafeage s&ewald be isae jaa&alately«* 

.iny fertiief isffensstiea ©susefmiiig tiiis mmt%m nMefe pin 

Yours wmTf t-rmif t 
COUKFI CG!9fXSSXOSBRS 



1 









Deeeaber 12 f 1951 



ng# Jisi 

iMSf * % 









* " j ' ' "'O ' ^ 5 -*: i 



t> C. e r?~ ;V~/~" * - 1*^.^0-3 or visiter 2?3 S Section l^' «* s#C j # 

;r?2^^ S£? !ff , lm& J« * f m *j»«* *»*» «« ?«»* am a .t the 

;,;:*.?,,.;... * , .?:-- J- :"-.■ ~-7 °~ Sh^cr street hsro tear. ?is~ 
xo cue rsiiewiag conditions mtm saft 3»«oaw»siatli»ui sade hr hiss 
^p^-^^-^—feS:? "There is leakage than* the aorthariy 

-««.*»» ■> J***** 1 **-", eehiaa tan amsfcaaat has noa iw* 
.:;'^^?*^ S'rii"^ . :raoved 9 the abutment repaired, and the 

^^^^£^«k^^=^^£f %ls etas has tees zefaullt 
JS f r*f ~ ■ my everftev mmsimm-i^m ha* teen st&rtaa 
/ ^?tt^;*L™ r ^? 3? ° we i csm ? ±i: !?»» *^M extreme «iao.ff aes- 

™— .r- r f^ v '~ -: :n ' A ■*r" : — ~~' T - s ^ s^eif lections of -She 

Prepare a - ^:;i._- - - ^-^ -3-j^£ 0a t © eaugtraet the " 



coget 



■aer mm Blueprinted plans of the ppopesM construct loft aa€ type- 



fieces&er 31 f If52 



Up.* Bm Solfeesi; 

$ft mmmimm uriMi the pr&rlsleiis &i eiiapfesi* 2:S t S-eetloa 45 et 

s&$* ^ *fc« Smuta! i«% fsfa&ft&tex&r? Siti€S f velstiv* te tla© las* 
PtetlGH^;. soiiaitisE ,arisi safety of the dams of Hsjspaeja Coxtiity, jcm 
sut iiipgif- gteissi tfest fOKF tn© -.iass st fits sifSjsaiiig fsal liMatM 
iMrtfegjrljr sf Starrer ti»#t is ^leesr Ihiips i>#§a wa@nt% ins^e©%#i 
fcy otqp- SegSneas, afii ^oar attention Is called to the following con- 
■fiitioiss- notai sM mmmmmatlam. mMm if i&st 

■ w ffe© spillway flzmm at the lower isii Is teiss nadexrajjied at 

the: .dew^streas est*. ProiJea* riprap aM efct^off w a 11 eons* 
tfiigftisit .!» mit#S«f to pretest fur^ta* iniaiig©* fiie grout®! 
3*ii*-Rfcf: it tint ifealmrfs mil. v£ Wm s$il2s»y flaws as tim 
mp®T Smt Ms glippcS aag is Istroteem.- fits i*if~i?iifj is too 
■sagil|. to© this e.M lias ao proper fousdatioa* Plans of the 
isozk as eifsupuLeted sii&-. afooalng corrective construction for 
the a»# -S-lismM It© filed fey 'the ounerv 

J^y fmthm? Imimmm^fym ^mmmmmSmg tills nutter wM-.-eli f ©n nay 
d«slre will 1#: fu&isliit %- tills «tf:ii@r«- upon .trisifiest. 

?«sy truly j*«if% 
■CCW1T1 COMMISSIOIl-ltS 



€feaJ,2Stii 



-. 



j^MS-J^^'U^-J^ %J-i T---0-, /,v .,.,,. i.Uvi-< ^ ,/' sJ £ -'-• OC(A„, ,. v 



:/ * 



l, ^ J 



BecsHRber 16, If 53 



Ilsg*s list 

la a:c©f3*#gis.e© with the pfr^fdLsiims ©f Ofeajj tap 
253* Eee-tic*i %5 ©t &€«!* ©r t ti©~ fleriarsl £,aw% Esreeaa*. 

= "•? *;*•/-•*•.-- '- v *• ^fsjc -~£ ^r.-^©^ -*"-rjxyj you erm 
Immiw s#yf»i tlmt ?fS Asms «t tlte aw&n&iig peed* 
l*#itfei. seit'ttigfly of Ilieajsif* §t»#t in Psteef , sal 
*-^*?g nrr'a." isrly "'D Ir ■.--*" .:' *:; *■ ,*. o %rfc s ha¥@ 
* £ n .l-s-5%: ;* fc.ncct^ \ jr.r ~r -l-jeer, s.rsi your 
attention is e&lleci t© ilse t&lVsvhig mmiiittmm s&tad 
fittS r«e^s^fiiali@iis sni© fef Mat 



■-^SlSS* jipa, 



si ilsaf fliis® at tits Jmwmt §sb Is Having 
iMffis^BifSiii s.% tlis iteiegtissit sue!* PKi^y Tfpm-^mp 
SS4 ^ni^iKff nail sstistiftietioB %s Miseiiii t© pretest 
fisrtlter cfes!3.ge« This condition »s r«p»tei si*©- 
rfmsly tsstfc to clatfe ao p:rot*fctive wsa&'has fceen 
li©ii#* iise* tut a i#sei*i|jf 11% sp m®$& i©irti«i mt 
ikm mm^mmtim were to- have bees fiiM tgr th* 
owner soss» tin© ago* Th*se plans saosM fee pre- 
paired sua fllei ta smmmismm with the previ slsss 



4ij^ fmrtimT isfcswticiii ee&^&imisg IMs matter 
tstiisti jroii imj fiasl^s will, Ibe fsmSM^mS, If tliis #lffi0# 
.pom recfsest* 

f©rj truly ■ymir@ s 

CGiiiTY commissi onus 



%*h@±mmm 















--*!/'!' Vie *~1- 



ray ©f tfie l#w 
,asl l>cns?itn Sa 



IIS CMS 3r€si*s!W*#SS slia.ti g>M>y%> ««* «fc. J. 



umail^* Flans so© .gs#eii.iS:«i.i«iis 
s eTi-*i-i:i,»^r tew set gg net. ft-ess 



felt fnf*'tii©r iiafsKBstieii eoiig.si*s3.iig isla 
natter vtiih jmi my desire will 'be furaishs*" t»F 
this office upon recaiest. 

?ery truly jrour s f 
C " U'; '*":Y COW Hi- =: IW? .v:S 



CiiaiFiiiii 












^ t^"^ ' s !■ 






^Wfib. 



Oct. 22, If SI 



Mi.. .Beit JSisifei'oafe 
42:4 lists SI rs*t 
.Balase^ : » Mass, 

JBgifcF Sir: 

suteaary Edition, relative to ths inspection, cooditioa. aac 






nrfety M He ■4nas ©f Hamp&sa C«ia*r* y&a. ars be-reSf -»dvisea ifcaS you* asm 
.seated at ■Farest Late .near fee rstilr©*d tracks feas recently beea inspected by 

mr BagiaeiKif -im! $®a;r attsMles is called is tits fellswiag eoaditisss ssoted 



'Si ■%K&r&r- s £& ft*i.^r&s^i: -W^-KiP =aS" ' 



jraiswfe*! *MlspMgfc&«t feet appears to fee safe sac 



&sli«l»€is¥f •■ Trees gs-ss«iBg tress tils mmmemts m um& e^m 
simmM. i» est «ls«S: asi ft* imot system* Mliea. " 

K yoa $taw* any fe-j^taer .^issties ©a -ftii,, please cfat sat .kesstai© to call spaa as. 

If erf fraiy fmirs, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



Oct. 21, 1959 



Mr. B-es Baibr©@k 
4.24 M-ais Street 
Palmer f Mas®. 

Dear Sir: 

Is aceottdaaee with ike previsions o£ CJatpter 153, Section 45, et s«q. of the 

General Laws, TexeeMesasy Editisa, relative t# the inspection, e@»4iti#n 
aas. 8«I®tf of tke dams, of Hampden Cams*?, fats are hereby a&dsed that yo&r 
|m l:®e»ts*<i at Forest L*fee near tke r«&ro*di tracks ha* recently feeea ia- 

sgectfei by oar Eaglseer ssd your atteatfen U called t© the £©il«wiag corn- 
dltless s*te : # -Bid ree9mase»i&ti©HS H»i© fef Mm. 

"This dam is dilapidated biit is &m£® except fox trees gwmwMg 
is h&$k abafcaaemt areas. Loss «tf fte#e trees fey wiafi sterzsa 
might cawse ^l&mssge la the afentasseat areas and moire-oriest of 
fee aJtetmezst sl«aes t® a p®ist where the pesd ccwM J rats 
■arssmi &e dam. II watiM seem aitviaaM:* fs-r tfae Owner *s 
cat i§m these -trees aa*l to kill tias roat systems. '• 

If yoa have asf fertfeer spastica sa tMs, f lease A@ sat kesifcste t© e*H apo» 



Very trslf ■ yours » 

BQASD OF COUNTY GQMM3SS1Q8E&.S 






"S* ■&&$ -i. 






Wil?WS 









"! , r ™ - " - ,--,? '. :Z' , .-' mI ~~, X^l^ 2PGrt2sP &£$M$ l&^^Btl &§ JfePftSt 

f|:|««»»l||:*ftA Sl^ felt** " "■ ' " . 

^_'J, . , «. . -ij. - u. _ -. ,4wC U.i- ^„^.« *«*; .-«■*. ^.i'- -■*. 

w- ■■■■•■ . ■ I ^ / - $k - ■ 



14 'i &*m-4 


%^3' '§ffi-*s)f- - %iH8j ^i&Sw 




^■.iii'.iB!WB«-S'' 'iiJK ; %^J; : Sfi^^' 


ij«.|i:*< : ^,«- 




&.t,'&vr-i 


:.W:^' 'Wl^^sSi- S^ 


SSl ^# 


s^- S-'^w^S. S 









^ft-iffi^ ^^.s^ife: : Si^^^#.-£" ^ 



■l^J&r^^'^^S^ ')i^£! i fl^ii# , ''ii%iji|jt-%$- W?™& ^? : .%^1:'%!" '^J5iv'^ : ^ : SJ^ '^giS!'*^^ ■w»-'S%^" :S^i^"'™K -Si? I^^"^-^ ■ft^-%!*'- W%i§J& '^^-^^- S^«fc^!;e&;^aft'«!s.^ 



2. 



the trees %e uprooted. It wmM smm adTisafele to 

izOtora tiie Owner tfoa1> th» %mm should fta removed 



s 



if you have any fUrthe* question on this, please do sot he*Ua£e 
ie tiftil upon as* 

¥«ff tmilf fernm 

mmw m mmm mmumtmmm 



July 11, 1962 



Mr. B-en B«Iteos»Js 
424 Mmm StreM 
Pate?, Mass. 

'B&m.w Sir; 

1m .a.c«-3T:iaaes wit*. fcfee piromiiMass si Chapter 253, Section 45, et gsq. 
©f til© Geita-rsi Laws-, Terceatenary Egstteo* relative £© imspeetios, 
GssailiifStt sad «a£eif ©£ fee dams of lampiea €©«%.* f#a are hereby 
aiwssil tfaat .y ear 4am, located at Forest I*afee, near tlae railroad tracks 
Mas reseslif iseea iasf eeteel by ©si* ^stgiaeei- and jo-ar sltestios is called 
to fee feltew-iag s-@asllli©ss acted asfl ■recossmeB.&tioBS isaie by .Mm. 

H TMs dam wm fowsd is tfee same gems ml eosaiitioa as reported a 
year a : g ; s*. Fl&ahbeanis ab<m£ 15'' is feeigM are on the .spillway. 
Tfae hmr&& are is peer cesiltism. Trmm at tit© afeiatsssat areas 
still exist aad, siosll tlaej become ii-f-reated by a $t**«aa, couM 
caase damage to Use .abmtmesfcs and a partial !©»# ©f the water is 
ssiexag.e. If tfeese trees are -altsweci t© resasais, their rests will do 
semjjfs asad msre claeaa-ge to the masasrj of tfee sirmcm&re witla eacfe 
fKtanisg year.. 

if was noted that wafer leaks tiara th® stese work el the right abast- 

aaeat. 

Tite cost sf reB2.e-¥isg the trees at the afesifsesi areas weald h@> 
epiite small ss compared to tlie cent ©I repairing tfee dam, .slsottM 
abatmaat areas fee fereaefeed -da© to a tree feeing ^prasted. It is 
reesiaaiesie.fi tfeat tit© sroer be advised again to M3eot« the trees. i; 

Y«*« Mfestiss lias feecs. called to the seed far the rem-o^al rf these 
trees at various times in tfee past. It is rscsssie^d tfeat adieu 
be lakem this year for tlie .removal s£ tfee trees .iaa. order to property 
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protest the smasosry of the dam. 

if y©m jfeav© asy further ^nestloas is coassaection with iMs matter, 
please 4© not hesitate to call wp-es ms. 



Very irmly yomrs 

BOASD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



October 23, i?43 



Mr. BwigM H@lfero©k 

424 Main Street 

Wsthme r» Ma.:ff«*clia&ett.s 

Dear Six: 

Is &«earetajtce with £faa provisions ©I Chapter 253, Section 45, et a.eq. 
©f tte General is&wg, Tereeat-eaarj Biiti&E,, relative I© iaspectiea, coa- 
#iti©a. an<i #a|«ty srf the clams #f Baispeiem Cosayfey, ycsss are hereby advised 
that jQmt clam, located at Ferest Lake, sear tite r&ilro&d tracks Isag re- 
cently been, iagpesteti by ear Esgiftee.r a&et y-emr attention, is called, to the 
fellewiag c<»iiitii®&s ssied asd reesissje-sdali©BS made by Mis. 

!! The &M stoaa saassary dam itself is in fairly good condition. How- 
e-wmT-t .abstisaeat areas are peer aasl tree growth at th« aWtsa©at 
aisas s&oald fee -eat l§wi. 'The absiimesKst areas. sfeouM fe© improTsd 
as4 f-reperiy saaiafaiaed. 

All fla-siil»9srd.s are sff ©.£ the #ais and water in storage is dews t© 
the crest of fee sfcae mas-sary spillway. 

In -recent years* fee reiKoml of t*e®« ia the abatmeat area feats 
bees reeaBamettctei time &Bct time agate. Siaesglid tkese trees be- 
come aprooled ©;r sfeoalcl tke re©t atrnjetsre cans® further damage 
to tfee abalEiest nt©s@s, failure of the cHasi esuld take place la eae 
or both, abatiseat areas. " 

We agaia call yomr att«ati©a t© fefee Beed fox tike r«m«rml of the trees growing 
ia th.© alay-tmesl areas at tiie -dam. BecemBaeaia|i.cms fea^e "bees made ia tib© 
past tfaat yoa take actios ts remove these tress is order t© protect ymmr dais, 
it is urged that f&« trees be reiaewct witM© lis© jaexf year a@d iiat ifee 
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abutment areas &i the dam b@ improved as needed. 

If yon have any further questions ia eoesectisa with this matter, please do 
not hesitate to call upon us. 



Very truly yours 

BOAltD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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SI .-fiSllift- $lt«s#t 

.8jpi?fiii|i#t#Mlj fttoss^'^fcttSsifes 

fe-SSimefti^s-wttli f«# st^tst-it jpftaiiilj*g/t:# ma javeatigatiffi M, w&$$$ I#wl at 
,. *«-»-<£ ^^.ijn, u» z *,ter,<pt , , raited the ^»^*^ j£ £aa 4am* Ml* Bflss-jiii&tfsti.mlii 

lift #. -H^|%f #@f£ iitj#f4 :ttel It* %&®% Itet lfe:itii^s*t#t sH #1 tite «^.|lwi,f «l tltt ifem 
. < -*.^ufe ,- ;e* jr "--.^.aI 4. ! -> _, a£ w»**y £iir. «sic ,««««-- can*. «a the *» s^r^ti&t a*-<j&£. 

: , „'l ^.ii.w£ nsJaSJM^u „ «** .'j'Vovil *» a£tee? raa.4 rl; ,*,r,er six tiie irc»„ a «£**,,., .«>* 
^##i««i-a»ii til* sftiall^g l#f :M&tlt» il-ii infill* tfers iti* 4mm vitslit 'fet #|teiss,t®^. 

M*« M^lfe»f@©te l# §f-tli# «fteil-^:.-.tl»i-|| i» 'bsltt* mA mu^m m^mmmkmii i^s. fetm 

&9#@&teg of tit* fei§§ wM«f list*!. Ifeii- ^fing !## "tit* es#t. si sras^tfiag Hit t?#®#. 
IHe-ii flit f -wm&m& f# *&• as»H^.ri# iwit topt ititg. @§ watt? ts.wtl in .«t««:g#.» liie 
%^rtllf tl.w&ttir tins* wmM fee #*$»»««&*■. -siiWiit tfcs iaan fell* -tef . .1*** gtsmtly 
* t#»t e4 «rt«t i»ri»Jl eitirtlili«s « figs wm$&%$$$- : *f ; w*ii# i# ■ *|««^- ^ tte. A* 

$la@ fefee w«waM fit «t ftpar ttf » *!»» ealwetf: ^i»i#t tim Mgisi«|r la «4®t t# p&s# 
tiam astf fet sag & to iibi i**i* 1*^- t*il*iMt p«i^ ^fl' tn t titltiit -Wt il^* 

Mf. Hiiir^eife t@M sa# tiisfe ^© !*# «:^@«teii M» legal g-iglit® lo tls« fem *^ «ay 

slsfaga. lf# tl»la« ^»t Imi «sttt #» fstt f tgltf t# ^*: *»t tiiii toi s# ifelig*» 

say #vem M,wm tii# tlffct t# #^i» tt» fe:te« Ifer* &# .«M. irate vmtm itei t* 
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located at*r tfee canal jMNuteoftui tfcat formerly cowwyea wtte* t© tim mill i«ra- 

M?, lf«l&?o@fe *l»© t#i«t twt tl»l fe« fea.« sH»ie#«l $&$ tea $m stale *.it€ is nsfiltBg 
t« *«il It «wt **ta*»a water yigltts $# asyon* last will f»y Mm * oaitaiife *«ric«. 
I %m*§ti»#4 feiia regit*«ttiig Uto gel^s tlwt im im* ##t for M» iam nasi m$®w 
s*igft.ts. s ktt lt« sl*t#s titst ii« ls*§ f «t mm prist mm€ $« awaiting &i§mm Iptes &uf 

Biiisite &$€$»$ t@- Ike pstfi,? afffftf#s*lf I# Ir#» lbs r«#»§.j Itet $ut» »«¥«»# tit* 
intei, J* gtawlttt m»-a §» fti# #.m»Iltt iii#i «f fte i&i« «M l«t»#iiig int.© timt $ww- 
lte». nf ftet ti w&ie*- just upstream Isrom fc&s Jbua p? «ii#e« .Jkcilttlnf I@t Iit»i 
#wii«^.« t# Iftwiiili tfeilf feist* $mm Hit f mil tte^Mif -. M«s*«s.f f t# gy» a«s«»® 
t# ite siafe pttt #f tte : fet«.» II is «s##eiiii#l ffeti Iwurt «*«$?# tlum puss Hurt! a* 
f^sirftt* tsilwft t»#g» tint Mgli**f . flit® i#ffe$fsi nwtet l#v#i amli®* it ittlfiettit 
fp? iffs.! »si®;g* t# §# tlttm tint e»i» Ft* M#Pi'«f»* II i#r«igit tsa»teif&i is i»isw©4 
I*«a At it#ftf #f fbs$ #-iii*#ft^ It w@sl# jpirilj&Mf tat -g|#$j» •aass.gi, t# fl@at mm 
itM#giiii# ii^t fs! : #m its© Biim &£ fl»§ 9&&S.wt&f %& $g60$fe&w, Ww9&, %, vit-asl #i£S.*iiiii&» 
!§#!% It w#ssl# afptas? that teist M tii# I«f-«igm liialtfiai £§&$.i9g$ g| «a^. asl 

1» i^siim«.f : f.» &« a i*«sislt #i say ees^e^f.sllsa with Mt. M&'&w&mht it wenl4 f.Bpea.1" 

>. / at ^^ „;,- \,^ 'u --^^/t^^, ib -„t^ iiwfe,. .^ar^a la lite yee^asse^aitea 
fet emltiag itiwfii lit few tuts .»* %M »tet«*M mf e&a *si Ife® mmgmm im®8mt&. 
Qm %$m ^i«asspi.|^ : ttet Mf ? a©ite : ©#i; i# #«!■#€* im ft&fteg Itet l» liat tl» sight 
t# control liwk wmim ie^I »t fet te» s nasi itet Im m»f &gt#« to pittlsg buk tMe 
fteafe^tia if tli« test® w«f« r@»#*a4^ mmM it a^ i« atfvisafesfc im eitfest tk« 

*&e#-s @l tfe tarn sM ##«!? ait si imping a# w*t«.t fev#i *#.»!« «4 + i« #© u^ t^«* 
3T#na-^as.I wssarte si -fte ^^ .^^ ^f ik# c#it .tteiP«M. 

1. tevw s l*«Ilag s k@*#¥#r, that Mt, H«lfep«^ w«*M »lfcar i«ll fife* #»m aad 

fist amy pwim m ta« ^#^.«y as^ tb» «»t*t iftgM* feat .Is waittag f« »^««a® 
t« s»s* m @§£ew to aM». 

In MmmuMg %m Um fe¥@l wife M*. iM&y#Mi, l» ttattd tMI jt» Jto* teltei 
wilfe * aumfetf «< ta« s<rifM»vt|r «?«»«« *long tte la» aai to l««l« tl»t ifc#t# 
^?€ »• wmmj la &¥« «C tte «ai« tliig I@w««4 wMNkv l»v#l ag tae** a#« ^f#$«4 
t« tl» f»t#®t c«ndtll«ui. »e elftlm* ttet &«s# fe ^v#t «f tin i»ifil watst 
te«l Mfe# tfc* i«af»r b«»«li *t*as »v»|]ftM« »* t»* »«elt «t p»«»«iit emm%mm> 
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I have not discussed the water level with any of the persons abutting the lake 
and simply have Mr. Holbrook's statement in connection therewith at this time. 

If there is any further action you wish me to take, please so inform me. 

Very truly yours, 




<?*- j£ ht<-/JL 



&*3**&L&—* 



Georgfe H. McDonnell -4 

County Hydraulic Engineer 
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William J, %te?Ultm 

Chairman 



June 12, 1968 



Mr. Dwight Holbrook 
424 Main Street 
Palmer, Massachusetts 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, et seq. 
o£ the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to inspection, 
condition and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby 
advised that your dam, located at Forest Lake, near the railroad tracks 
has recently been inspected by our Engineer and your attention is called 
to the following conditions noted and recommendations made by him. 



"This dam is still quite dilapidated. It is a low stone masonry 
structure. Joints leak at the right end and at the abutments. 
Large trenches directly in the abutment areas of the dam still 
exist and their presence will someday undoubtedly cause the 
stone masonry to become dislodged. At the left abutment ad- 
jacent to the roadway, the earth is being undermined at the tree 
growing from the abutment and at some future date there will 
probably be a failure of the dam at this location. 

Just upstream of the dam there exists a sizeable railroad fill 
carrying railroad tracks across the narrow strip of water leading 
to the dam and spillway. Failure of the dam would result in water 
being released at a rate controlled by the culverts thru this fill. 

One culvert is a concrete pipe fairly high in the railroad embank- 
ment and thus this culvert would not operate very long following 
a failure of the dam since water level would soon drop below its 
invert. The other culvert is completely inundated but does not 
appear to be very large. 



There is a flashboard on this dam about 12" in height. It is held 
in place with weak pin supports. On the day of inspection it was 
being maintained by persons other than the owner of the dam. 

In the opinion of the undersigned, though the dam is somewhat 
dilapidated, the structure does not present any great danger to 
persons and property downstream. However, the fact that the 
dam is dilapidated and is in need of maintenance and repairs and 
has been so reported for a number of years, it is recommended 
that the owner again be advised to improve conditions at the dam 
and particularly at the abutment areas. " 

We again call your attention to the need for periodic maintenance at 
this dam and in particular, to the need for improving the abutment 
areas. Loss of this dam and lowering of the water level at Forest 
Lake would undoubtedly be a hardship to many concerned. Also, the 
initial discharge of water might do damage to persons and property 
downstream of the dam. It is recommended that repairs and main- 
tenance be done in the near future to properly safeguard this old dam. 



Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



C&e anommontoealtft of 8$$ft8mibumt8 

Advance copy 19 5 8 Acts and Resolves 

EDWARD J. CRONIN, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Acts, 1958. — Chaps. 417, 418. 235 

and fifty-seven, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 661 of the acts of 1957 is hereby amended by striking out 
section 4 and inserting in place thereof the following section: — Section 4- 
This act shall take effect as of May thirty-first, nineteen hundred and 
fifty-seven; but anything in sections one to three, inclusive, of this act 
to the contrary notwithstanding, the retirement allowance of any per- 
son who on May thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty-seven was 
either a member in service, or a member inactive except one who has 
been retired and who is receiving a retirement allowance, of a retire- 
ment system sub] ect to sections one to twenty-eight, inclusive, of chapter 
thirty-two of the General Laws, shall in no event be less than the re- 
tirement allowance provided by the provisions of law in effect immedi- 
ately prior to the effective date of this act; nor shall the benefit of any 
beneficiary of such person be less than the benefit so provided. 

Approved June 24, 1958. 

Chap. 417. An Act foe the reimbursement by the common- 
wealth TO THE CITY OP QUINCY FOR CERTAIN LAND 
TAKEN FOR WIDENING ROBERTSON STREET. 

Be it enacted-, etc., as follows: 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, there shall be paid, 
subject to appropriation, from the Highway Lund, to the city of Q.uincy 
the sum of four thousand dollars for approximately four thousand feet 
of land taken by the commonwealth from the Gridley Bryant School 
playground for the widening of Robertson street. 

Approved June 24, 1958. 

Chap. 418. An Act authorizing the county commissioners of 
hampden county to establish a right of way for 
public access to forest lake in the town of palmer 
and of an area for the parking of vehicles con- 
tiguous to said right of way. 

Be it enacted, etc.. as follou's: 

Section 1 . The county commissioners of Hampden county are 
hereby authorized to lay out a right of way for public access to Forest 
lake in the town of Palmer and an area for parking contiguous thereto, 
in accordance with plans to be approved t>3 r the department of public 
works and showing the location and dimensions of such right of way and 
parking area. If it is necessary to acquire land for the purpose of laying 
out such right of way or parking area, said county commissioners shall 
at the time such right of way or parking area is laid out take such land 
by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws. 
Any person sustaining damages in his property by the laying out of such 
right of way or parking area, or by specific repairs or improvements 
thereon., shall be entitled to recover the same under said chapter seventy- 
nine, provided, that the right to recover damages, if any, by reason of the 
laying out of such right of way or parking area shall vest upon the re- 



236 Acts, 1958. — Chaps. 419, 420. 

cording of the order of taking by said county commissioners and that 
no entry or possession for the purpose of constructing a public way on 
land so taken shall be required for the purpose of validating such taking 
or for the payment of damages by reason thereof. 

Section 2. The town of Palmer from time to time may make specific 
repair's on or improve such right of way or parking area to such extent 
as it may deem necessary, but neither the county of Hampden nor any 
city or town therein shall be required to keep such right of way or park- 
ing area in repair, nor shall it be liable for injury sustained by persons 
traveling thereon, provided, that sufficient notice to warn the public 
is posted where such way enters upon or unites with an existing public 
way. 

Section 3. All expenses Incurred by said county commissioners in 
connection with such right of way or parking area shall bo borne by the 
county of Hampden, or by such cities or towns therein, and in. such pro- 
portions as said comity commissioners may determine, 

Section 4. Said right *of way or parking area shall not be discon- 
tinued or abandoned without authority therefor from the general court. 

Section 5. Nothing in this act shall be construed to limit the powers 
of the department of public health, or any local board of health, under 
any general or special law. .Approved June -24, 1958. 

Chap. 419. An Act authorizing the acquisition by boston bdison 
company of certain easements in and over land of 
the commonwealth in the town of sudbury. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Subject to the approval of the governor and council, the director of 
the division of fisheries and game, in the name and behalf of the common- 
wealth, may sell and convey to Boston Edison Company, an electric 
company organized and existing under the laws of the commonwealth, 
perpetual rights and easements for the transmission of electric current 
and for telephone and signal line purposes incidental thereto under, 
upon and over a strip of land not exceeding two hundred and fifty feet 
in width, said strip being a portion of the lands situated in the town of 
Sudbury held for the purposes of the division of fisheries and game, for 
such price and upon such terms and restrictions as may be agreed upon 
by said director and said company. Approved June 8/+, 1958. 

Chap. 420. An Act authorizing the county commissioners of 
berkshire county to establish a right of way for 
public access to mahkebnac lake, otherwise known 
as stockbridge bowl, in the town of stockbridge 
and op an area for. the parking of vehicles contigu- 
ous to said right of way. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1 . The county commissioners of Berkshire county arc hereby 
authorized to lay out a right of way for public access to Mahkeenac 
lake, otherwise known as Stockbridge Bowl, in the town, of Stockbridge, 
and an area for parking contiguous thereto, in accordance with plans to 
be approved by the department of public works and showing the location 
and dimensions of such light of way and parking area. If it is necessary 



COMMONWEALTH OP MASSACHUSETTS 
Hampden j est County Commissioners » Meeting March k-, 1959 

WHEREAS the General Court by an Act known as Chapter k~l& 
of the year 1956 did provide for the establishment of a right 
of way for public access to Forest Lake in the Town of Palmer 
and of an area for the parking of vehicles contiguous to sfi-id 
right of way, and did further authorise and dlreet the County 
Commissioners of Hampden County to lay out said right of i^ay 
and parking area; the said County Commissioners hereby giv.© 
notice that they will meet for the purpose of viewing the 
premises and hearing all parties interested, at the office of 
the Selectmen of the Town of Palmer t Ho lb rook Building, 
H-12 Main Street, Palmer, Massachusetts, on the S3rd day of 
March next at 3»30 P.M,j and it is ordered by the Oormaiss loners 
that a copy of this notice fee seized by the Sheriff of said 
County, or his Deputy, upon the Clark of the Town of Palmer in 
said County, fifteen days at least before the said 23rd day of 
Mar oh and that all other persons and corporations interested 
therein be notified, by publishing a copy of this nofiea and 
this order thereon, twice in the Springfield Daily News and 
Springfield. Union s and one© in the Palmer Journal Register, 
public newspapers px*inte& in said County, the last publication 
to he seven days at least before the time of said vievr and 
hearing, and that copies of this notice , or abstracts containing 
the sustance thereof and this order, be posted by said Sheriff 
or Deputy , in two public places in the Towi of Palmer seven 
days before said 23rd day of March 1959* 



Ralph? .. Walsh , ,,? 

; County 
Thomas F. Sullivan ) Commissioners 
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'HlmsiP Jour&al Register* 
Palmer* Mass.* 

{Forest; u&e, Miner) in $&w? siswgp&par un t&e 

Vea^y truly yaws* 

esjipw coot* oommissiosibs 

By 

Ghalrm&ii, 



08Cl * 



mreh $ t W5$ 



Legal MirerflsAag* 
fm't stares** 
3p-;riHgf.I©*L&* Haas,. 

{Pores* £&&$» S£l»er) ia £&& musing «afi ©rei&sg 

Harsh 9th ana l&Sh, 1959 

Cfcaapge ifo Smsaty vt Wmzp^m m& a and 
newspapers $0 Comity Sosamissioaeps* Office, ■Ooiaii; 
Heme, 3? Sim Street.,. Springfield, s&ss* 
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THE COUNCIL OF SPORTSMEN'S CLUBS 
of HAMPDEN COUNTY 

March 30, 1959 



Commissioners of 

Hampden County 
Hampden County Court House 

Springfield, Mass. 

Gentlemen} 

At the march meeting of this organization the secretary 
was instructed to inform you of the recommendations of the body 
regards the proposed rights of way for public access to Forest Lake, 

Buck Pond and Horse Pond. 

The sights for entrance and parking suggested at Buck Pond \^j 
met with 100^ approval. The proposed entrance and parking sights at 
Horse pond were considered adequate, provided that if entrance to 
Pequoit Pond was difficult or impraetiele consideration would be given 
to a seperate entrance to that pond at a future date. . . under the proviso 
as set down buy the legislature. 

The organization was not satisfied with the proposals made 
at the hearing at Forest Lake. The problem of going thru the culvert 
at summer low water plus the rank groth of weeds and pond lillys in 
the small pond (north side of river st.) plus the possible use of the 
areafor parking by other than fishermen and boat men makes this sight 
on the undesireable side. The council felt that an extention of fill 
on the right hand side of river st. wide enough for entrance and 
parking would be much more usefull. 

We trust that you will give this latter your due consider- 
ation 

very truly yours, 

/s/ George E. Urban 

George E. Urban, Sec .protein 



KENNETH C, SHERMAN 
E n ft i si. e e r -* S it r v gyor 



PALMER, MASS, n 



■D 



Mar c h 29 « I960, 



DESCRIPTION OF A PARCEL OE LAND IN PALMEE . MASS., 
to be taken from STUAET L* HOLBROOK for a public 
access to FOREST LAKE, 



A certain ■parcel of land in Palmer* Hampden County, 
Mass»f on the Northerly side of River Street, (1931 County 
Layout) sometimes called Forest Lake Road, bounded and 
described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a point on the Northerly side of said 
River Street, at a corner of land of Stuart L. Flol'brook, 
said point is 43*0 feet Westerly measured along the North- 
erly side of said street from a, Hampden County Highway 
Bound which is S 78° 16 ! 05" ¥ 61,84 feet from Station 
28+63 a 99 in. said Layout and running fhenee 

Southwesterly in. a curve to the. right with a Radius 
of 1967.00 feet a" length of 125,00 feet "along the North- 
erly sid_e of said River Street to a point at ■id and of 
Stuart L 5 , Holbrook; thence turning and running 

N 330 42 ! 47" ¥ about 15 feet along land of said 
Holhrook to the shore of Forest Lakes thence turning 
and running; 

Northeasterly following the shore of said Forest 
Lake about 128 feet to a, point? thence turning and running 

S 37° 21* 15" E about 23 feet along remaining land of 
Stuart L e Holbrook to the POINT OF BEGINNING, 

Conta.in.inj? about 3*000 square feet of lands 
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6ospsr* a t&aeiiig mmwtem ¥b& tfigfc* : of way t& Farest 
&3ke> ®o«n of J'&la^, wls££& l»* teea app^^at lagr She 
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msmm censor ieiixsf mihs 



sssv 



M&r % y$& 
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of Samples Com**? isti&t M given Ue the ttoi for ■t&fl 

$$&& f#r its &pjjms$83L 
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May 2? 5 i960 




Willi .-am J. Foley j, Counsel 
Hampden County Commissioners 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Dear Sirs 

In reference to your letter ox May $ s regarding action 
on proposed right of way to Forest Lake, Palmer, we have no 
record of having received the tracing plan and an extensile 
search has failed to iv>rn it up. 

Since 'this may result in your finding it necessary to 
■prepare a new plan,, I am sending you a print of such a plan such 
as was approved in another instance., which can serve as a sample 
as to arrangement for signing. 

please note that a key map is customarily provided. 
also that the taking should extend to the natural pond since ^ this 
is a great pond increased in siae by the dam at the outlet of the 
small pond to westward connected with Forest Lake. 

Very truly yours. 



/; ,-• 



ROBERT BP MAC KIMOK 



Copy of this letter sent te 
Mr". ' Kerme th . She rman . — ( % 
57 High Street, 
Palmer , Mass. 



•j"\ yiqp>v ■ 



Jwib 3, 19 €o 



Mr* Behest B„ MseSisiion, 
Sapafteeut of Pt&liJi larks, 

100 aashaa Street, 

Boston 1%, lass* fie: Fares t liafce, 

fawn of Fs&meg?. 

i Vi-rn-miTti Tm i i i Virmr-T i ■ ;, W n V i i i i m mm ( i \ i iiiii . iiii h ii h . i m i'iI 'm . 11 i li i fli fii iii ^l i 

wmw- Sir: 

Tlmm is 0nsl«sss€ herewith & print showing 
th© a?ight 0f way t© Fa^©0t &&&, Town of Palmer* which 
has fee©» approved by t&e County "OaatiBissie&ers of Sampden 
Cmmtr ©a 3mm 1 ? i960 smfcje^t to &pja*oml lagr the Oossais- 
si«©03?s -#f the Department of Ftft&t© %>*&&. 

tfesy truly y©wa, 
HAHPBEH QOmmX COMMISSIONERS 
By 










June ? j I960 



Mr. William J. Foley 3 Counsel 
Hampden County Commissioners 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Dear Sir: 

Received your letter of June 3, and print of the plan 
of proposed right of way to Forest Lake, Palmer, 

However, we still must have the tracing plan bearing 
actual signatures of the County Commissioners and space for signatures 
of the Board of this Department, preferably in blocks prepared as 
shewn on the sample plan sent with my letter of May 2?. 

Very truly yours, 



ROBERT B. MAC KIMNON 
Chief Waterways Engineer 



rune 20 » i960 



Palmer, Itass, 

©e&r Siv Stemsssam Be: Forest li&Js© 

.fo^ii of .Palmer, 



Magr we &&v& .sastliap tr&ol&g pXnm. 'on ife&e proposed 
right of -way to fecrest UsOsS* The tracing plan 
stiksittefi % .grmi was sent t© Bos-ton to t.he BiirisiSR 
of Va&saT«ys sxi& sail© rs^eiireel fcy *3®S Bivialoa feas 
is *&*§ s&agiti&e feeeoaie lost*' It la 2*e^ffiesta€ tM 
yea provi&e this Qtt%,m with a new tmeiag plan* 
If jmn im&Q muj <^®&£%l$®&> estll »©« 

fery $2u;ly tfmms, 



C0BS5SL FOB. MPDE13 OOOlfT 
CaHMISSIQHERS 



WJF/N 



jt&y M> 19& 



£U&es*$ 1, Hasiiimsm, 

10© lasted &nm®$i 
I^a-le^ Hairs, 

la^os-ed pleast fiui tmsiftg $Lsui ©f 
Mt&$ ©f mjr to Forest l^fes, Fs&stay, &|pew$& and 

ffif iral^r pm^a, 
H&OTSI! OTTO; CiOMMSSiSOf IIS 



nfo i - M* + mto ttoa* ! \ -; nvWi fr v . > >.if 



Okma&el. 






Telephone XX Daytimes ATlas 3 -34 5 9 Successor to 

^g^OKK Evenings ATlas 3~7368 R & c F Dingman 

KENNETH C SHERMAN 

PALMER, MASS. 



July 8, I960 



Hampden County Commissioners, 
Elm Street, 
Springfield , Mas s . 

Dear Sirs: 

Enclosed please find one linen tracing of the 
public access to Forest Lake, I suggest that you 
sign this copy when you meet on Wednesday, then have 
Miss Neilson mail it in the tube prodded, to Joseph 
Merritt to be duplicated. They infill in turn mail 
the original and the duplicate back to me and I villi 
then make the required prints and mail them to you. 
Doing it this way will put signatures on all copies . 
If this is not feasable, just mail the tracing to the 
printer and I will forward your copies to be signed by 
you when I receive them. 

This is the only copy of this plan that I have, 
so I must get it back to make any copies. 



Very truly yours, 
Kenneth G. Sherman. 



KCS:mcf 
Encs: 



P.S. I will be out of town until July IS. KCS 



Tracing signed toy Oty Comma on July 13, i960 and 
mailed"^© Joseph' Merritt on July l\, 1960, 



Telephone 5CC Daytimes ATlas 3""3459 Successor to 

333&6K Evenings ATlas 3~7368 R. O. & C. F. Dingman 

KENNETH C SHERMAN 

Zrttfine&i. - MuwetfM. 
PALMER, MASS. 



July 13 , i960. 



DESCRIPTION OF 4 PARCELS OF LAND IN PALMER, MASS. 
to be taken for a public access to FOREST LAKE. 



Four certain parcels of land in Palmer, Hampden County, Mass., 
lying on both sides of River Street, 1931 County Layout, bounded 
and described as follows: 

Parcel #1 - from Stuart L. Holbrook t 

BEGINNING at a point on the Northerly side of said River Street, 
at a corner of land of Stuart L, Holbrook, said point is 43.0 feet 
Westerly measured along the Northerly side of said street from a 
Hampden County Highway Bound which is S 78° 16' 05" W 61.S4 feet from 
Station 28+63.99 in said Layout and running thence 

Southwesterly fin a curve to the right with a Radius of I967.OO 
feet along the Northerly side of River Street to a point at other 
land of Stuart L. Holbrook; thence turning and running 

N 33° 42 » 47" W about 15 feet along Xanffi of said Holbrook to the 
shore of Forest Lake; thence turning and running 

Northeasterly following the shore of said Forest Lake about 128 
feet to a point; thence turnirng and running 

S 37° 21' 15" E about 23 feet along remaing land of Stuart L. 
Holbrook to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

Containing about 3,000 square feet of land. 

Parcel #2 - from Owner unknown : 

BEGINNING at a point on the Northerly side of River Street, 1931 
County Layout; said point is N 3° 11' 56" E 26.79 feet from Station 
23+75»27 in said Layout and running thence 

S 51° 23 ! 36" W about 547 feet along the Northerly side of said 
River Street to a point at land of Stuart L. Holbrook; thence turning 
and running 



Telephone XX- Daytimes Alias 3"3459 Successor to 

S3S!CffiK Evenings Adas 3 -73 68 R. 0. & C.'F. Dingman 

KENNETH C SHERMAN 

PALMER, MASS. 

(2) 

Description of land taken for public access to Forest Lake Cont'd. 

Generally Southwesterly about 18$ feet following the shore of 
Forest Lake to a point at the Northwesterly corner of Parcel #1 above 
described; thence turning and running 

N 33° 42* 47" W about 35 feet to a point which is N 33° 42' 47" W 
50.0 feet from the Northerly side of River Street; thence turning and 
running 

Northeasterly in a curve to the left with a Hadius of 1917.00 feet 
a length of 163.73 feet in a course parallel to, and $0 feet distant 
from the Northerly side of River Street to a point; thence turning 
and running 

N 51° 23' 36" S about 46O feet in a course parallel to, and 50 
feet distant from, the Northerly line of said River Street to a point 
at land of the Forest Lake Dairy Company, Incorporated; thence 
turning and running 

Generally Easterly, following the shore of Forest Lake about 70 
feet to a -point; thence turning and running 

N 81° 23' 36 ,! E about 50 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, 

Containing about 30,750 square feet. 

Parcel #3 - from Forest Lake Dairy Company, Incorporated : 

BEGINNING at a point 50 feet Northwesterly from the Northwesterly 
line of River Street; said point is S 81° 23 s 36" ¥ 100.0 feet from the 
POINT OF BEGINNING of Parcel #2 above described and running thence 

N 81° 23' 36" E about 50 feet along remaining land of Forest Lake 
Dairy Company, Incorporated to a point on the Northwesterly shore of 
Forest Like; thence turning and running 

Generally Westerly, following the shore of Forest Lake about 70 
feet to a point; thence turning and running 

N 51° 23 » 36" E about 15 feet along remaining land of the Forest 
Lake Dairy Company, Incorporated to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

Containing about 550 square feet. 



Telephone JSI Daytimes ATlas 3 - 3459 Successor to 

imm Evenings ^TlaS 3~7368 R . o. & C. F. Dingman 

KENNETH C SHERMAN 

PALMER, MASS. 

(3) 

Description of land taken for access to Forest Lake, Cont'd. 

Parcel #4 - from Owner unknown: 

BEGINNING at a ppint on the Southerly side of River Street 
1931 County Layout, at a point which is S 59°48 f 22" E 49.36 
feet from Station 23+75.27 in the aforesaid County Layout and 
running thence 

Generally Southeasterly to the shoreline of the natural ponfi. 

The above described line is the Northeasterly line; the 
Southwesterly line is 50 feet from the said Northeasterly line 
and parallel to it* 



Telephone «ECDaytimes AT1&S 3~3459 , Successor to 

IXZSSXaSCEvenings ATlas 3~7368 R - °- & G - F - Dingman 

KENNETH C SHERMAN 

PALMER, MASS. 

July 21, I960. 

Hampden County Commissioners, 
Elm Street, 
Springfield, Mass. 

Dear Sirs: 

Thank you. for your check of recent date. 

Inclosed please find the linen tracing signed by the County Commiss- 
ioners last week, 3 ozlid copies of the same, 2 copies of the des- 
criptions of the k parcels to be taken, the plan of the Goose Pond 
access which Miss Neilson let me borrow and my bill for revising 
the plan. 

Previously, your counsel and I thought it would be alright to make a^ 
preliminary plan to see if everyone involved would agree as to location 
etc., of the access, and not spend a lot of time making a final linen 
tracing, but apparently the Dept. of Public Works wants a complete 
and final plan Re: their letter to William J. Foley, Counsel, dated 
fey 27,1960. 

I have therefore made the changes and additions suggested by the 
D.P.W. and made this new copy of the access. This involved going 
into the field again to make a further study in the Forest Lake 
Dairy Company, Inc., area, and incidentally, the owners of the 
Forest lake Dairy Company have agreed to give the piece of land 
involved. 

If this scheme does become the final plan I can have another 
linen tracing made of it by the printers. 

Also, concrete bounds should be set at the street to locate 
the access. 

Very truly yours, 
Kenneth C. Sherman. 



KCS:mcf 
Encs:7 
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?00,J\^JLos Street-, 2$ed&Ms 44 

August 5} I960 

Hampden County Commissioners 
37 Elm Street 
Springfield, Mass* 

Attention: William J, Foley 

Gentlemen: 

I am in receipt of the plan for the right of way to Forest 
Lake } Palmer accompanying your letter of July 28 a i960. 

This right of way -was authorised as you know by Chapter 41& of 
the Acts of 195S and it is my impression and understanding that the 
intention was to provide access to the main body of Forest Lake^ rather 
than at the small separated shallow portion of pond as proposed by 
said plan* 

Please advise the reason for adopting a location on said small 
pond and explain how and to what degree it satisfies the need recognized 
by the General Court for access to Forest Lake, 

It is further noted that the plan fails to specify a parking 
area as required by said Act and that the plan title cites a statute 
applicable to Goose Pond in Lee and Tyringham, 

The plan is returned herewith for such alterations as seem 
advisable „ 

Very truly yours , 

/ 




// _ 

RQDQLPHBT-G. BESSETTE 

Director, Division, of Waterways 



This letter received in Hampden; County 
Commissioners 3 Office on September 23 , i960. 



September 22,1960 



Egbert B« laeXiiitism, 

Bapa^taettf of Futolic Work*, 
3,00 ®aa$pm #fcz*#eH 5 
Bost-st^ lass* 

will ftm pls&as Mirlne ts&e Ootnlitgr Osau- 
aissioa^if of Ha0!$fi.sm %tm%3r n& ■§©' whether the 
pi>sf©se4 tmeing plaii of right of m|? to forest . 
l&ls&i S*sla»r> |ma tessn apprcirM by $hs -Department 
ef Nubile fsrfes, Div&iipn -of Watejj'w&ys. 

Te*y tn&y ye«tra, 

MMP^i doyift ^oiimxssxoiers 



WJF/fe 



September 28*1960 



Mr* Kenneth 0. Bhavsmn, 
Engineer * Surveyor, 

felsser, Massachusetts* 

Dear H*. Sherman; ML Forest late. TbXosv,. 

Will you pitas© mlt at th# County 
Ooaifflissione^' Off is© in the near future, I wish 
to 3.10mm vxm you e&pt&in «orreeti©ns as suggested 
by the las0ashss©lta Bepaartmeivt of Publle felts, 

Tery twa'Xy yours, 



OOUSSEL FOE H&«FSSS. 
OOillfT C0MMX8S£OHEBS 



mw/n 



Telephone ** Daytimes ATlas 3~6210 Successor to 

XKracEvenings ATlas 3~7368 *■ O. & C. F. Dingman 

KENNETH C. SHERMAN 

ZHaiMeefy - Muwetf&b 
PALMER, MASS. 



October 20, i960. 



Hampden County Commissioners, 
37 Elm Street, 
Springfield, Massachusetts , 



Gentlemen : 



Enclosed please find the plan of a proposed 
access to Forest Lake, Palmer, Massachusetts, revised 
as per your instructions. 

In reference to paragraph 3 of Division of 
Waterways Director Rodolphe G. Bressette's letter to 
you dated August 5, I960, I suggest that you explain 
to him that this location seemed the most practical in 
view of the conditions found at Forest lake, and that 
by taking land along River Street, (parcel 2) and then 
again on the Southeasterly side of River Street, (parcel 4) 
which runs Southeasterly to the natural pond, you have^ 
satisfied the need recognised by the General Court, which 
is to provide access to Forest Lake. 



Very truly yours, 

Kenneth C . Sherman . 

KCS:mcf 
ENC : 







October 21, i960 



Mr. William J. Foley 
Hampden Gounty Commissioners 
Springfield, Mass. 

Dear Sir: 

With, reference to your letter of September 22nd inquiring 
as to whether the right of way to Forest Lake, Palmer has been 
approved, I send herewith copy of a letter sent to the County 
Commissioners "by Mr. Bessette under date of August 5th, to which 
there apparently has heen no reply. 

It would seem from said letter that some action is now 
necessary by the County Commissioners. 

V e ry truly yours, 

EOBEED B. MiaKUSMON 
Chief Waterways Engineer 



Received in Hampden 0©maty Commissioners ! Office 
©m October 27 3 i960. 
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November 30,1960 



OoiaffiontffeaXtli sf Kass&eta setts* 
Depai»tmejit- of Publid Wo^&s, 
Division of "feiE^r^ajra, 

Bottom Hfr, B&&3, 

iii MM i . i ^ iiii n ii mi l b . ii i ; i . i f jil ' i . i ■ ii>ihii|p i miin_ J . ■,i |lti | i> i ■ ■ ; 11 ; im i n v .t 1 1 ■ n 1 1 ■i nm ii mh ,■ nu i - ;'.n , P f i m m , n. i i — ■!■— i ^ n ii nrt p .^ - 

Santl&ise&i Hat Fai^st lake* ^aiise** 

a©.f; Yow le-ttsr 4i2g„ 5^1960 



Sbere la. ss»^L.s#sd li#;f ewitii a plan of IM rlg&t of way -to 

fhe Xo^atlost &f ifcfct© s*igfet of t«af aa atoo«a *m& etet©i*M5.n©& 
ts 1?© tie m&% pf^etisal ins ?i0ir of &\% &G&ditiQns &t 
Forest Iia3fi©. Ftartfeer* by ta&lsg ls&& along HlTer Street 
{Fap-gedL -2) ns?i b^r taking ia&& oa'th® S0tfy3.east.etlf sl&e 
©X Bl^er St^^@t ( pursisl %} «an-.c& ran Sesttlieasterly to fee 
ipatismX pcm^-tlie 3?lg*&t of ssay thes $s?©#t&ss.8 a& ads^mte 
,a©0.es.s to tfcs p^jid nM 0StlEfia.g to. rajr ©pinltm the legis- 
lst£im iEttaat embodied %n Ofcap&ef* %10 A©ts of 19$$ « 

Par eel So* 1 os tfo© plan Sffeowsi t&e %>eelfle &r©a for 
parking ptp?ptj^es. 



COUSSEL FOE HAHPSEH 
OOmm 0OM1ISS1GISRS 



WJF/S 





?yaSe^y 



January 12 > 19 61 



Hampden County Commissioners 

37 Elm Street 

Spring field. , Ma s sachu s ett s 

Attentions Killiam J. Foley 
Gentlemen: 

Enclosed herewith please find signed tracing plan 
showing proposed right of way to Forest Lake in the Town of 
Palmer, which was approved by the Commissioners on Dec. 22., i960. 



Very truly yours,, 
A , ^s ■ f 



'b^^J^k- 



—^£L~~ 



RODOLPHE G. BESSETTE 

Director Division of Waterways 



jck 



Certified Mail 
Mo. 704-322 



a*l$> 2&M&1 



Mr» Stuart L* Eolbroofc, 
Riires* Streets 
Mlmei** Haas* 

In "She matter of the establishment of a 
rigbt-of-msf for the public to forest Late in tM 
fsiii ef Palmer, Kaaaa,ohusetts#- t.Ma will give you 
' notice that for su&h j?igSi*<*G£~W* les& saspoa&d 
t© fee owned by yoa laas been tafeem for fimt ipmrpose 
sad. y©tt tevs btan aw&r&at Oas.BoXlai? (»1*00). 

Said talaiag is is&ie^is#4 ©a pl&K fllsd in 
feis SBaajoaen 0©imty Eegist2=y ©f %©&£» .and Oigrfe of 
Cots*fcfl*"offiee» Serlflgfield, Kase&shusetts, ana 
fowa Cierfc of Palmer, sni ae-saplptiog. sen* to jm 

If y@t* 3d net aeeepfc thu at^d of damages , 

sr#m imy ^petition the tosriss* Oetirt within &m y?ar 
ffroa the'tlaa smah i*ig&t-©f*my waa entered mpoii or 
i?oae@salGB tMreof was ta&sn for ths porposs of 
esta&Lishiog a rlgjit-of-wajir, to as terrains the amomnt 
of saeh d&aages uadea? 3eotloa 14, of ■ Chapter 79 ©x 
tSig S©n@^al taws.s 

far y ttft&y yotafSf 

mmwm comm oaaMissiossHs 



TSmirmaa 



W/JI 
s&el 



Certified Mail 
No. 70^ 2p 



aay %&*%$£! 



Fdi^st Lake Sairj Company, t$$®Tp®v&tB&. a 
Rivex* Street, 

Palmer j Mass* 

Bear Sire: 

In the Q&Utsr of ths aatablishment of a 

rigfct^of^my for the public to Forest La&© is the 

Tows of Pal'm^, M^sisaehttsatts* this will give r^ 
aoti.se that for such right*§f«w* land supposed 
to fee $«&©& hy you has "b©.®ri ta&en for that mrpesS' 
and j*w hav© Wen awaf&ed one B^iiar (11*00)* 

'. Said ta&lng lis ia&ieated en plan filed is 

the Hiyapto County H^gJLstrjr ©f B&s&s, arid Glmk of 

fmm 01a»& of Palssy, aad too^iptien seat to you 

If jtna d© not as&ipt -ths aircapa sf daaageg, 
ftfti ser petition the S^p#j?isi* S@u3?t within on© ys&r 
from the*" time du«h E*ight^f*-^ w&^ entered upon or 
pc&ggsslea the^eef «as tafewi fo* the parpase of 
establishing a 3&$it~o£~«3ar» t©. aat@^iaiiis tha asasmat 
of sa«sh damages Tacaasa? Sestiosa 3&, of Chapter 79 ^^ 

S&3CPB1S qOuift C02SSI39IQSSRS 

% . ..... _____ 



3n%¥ gg, \$6l 



B&gtaed fce:p«rei$& ,|s «& at tasted mpg of 
$$& Comfy S©Esai0ii0im^0 :| &Bt*F$# in $&© B&tt&r ®£ 
tto ls$"©i£& of a i*ig&i ef toy foy p^fbXl-d mm m to 
Fo.#Sd$ !■&&& is $he f osra ©f PaJUafflf* wki®li la eelXf* 

Ysif truly 2ro$P$ i 
By , ... ,.,., 



S ©acts* 



COMMONWEALTH OP MASSACHUSETTS 
Hampden, ss; County Commissioners 5 Meeting j^y g6 ? 1961 

Acting under the provisions of Chapter kl6 of the 
Acts of 195^, the County Commissioners of Hampden County now 
lay out a right of way for public access to Forest Lake in the 
Town of Palmer in accordance with a plan approved December 22, 
i960 by the gtate Department of Public Works » 

The layout is located at River Street, Palmer, 
Massachusetts, beginning at a point in the Northerly Street 
line of River Street at the southeasterly corner of land of 
Stuart L. Holbrook* 

AND the following described four- parcels of land are taken 
in fee for the purposes of said right of way for public ac- 
cess by right of eminent domain under Chapter 79 of the 
G-enerai Laws and all acts in amendment thereof and in addi- 
tion thereto. An land taken Is located in the Town of 
Palmer in said County. 

PARCEL NO. 1. A parcel of land supposed to be owned by 

Stuart L. Holbrook located on the northerly side of Bluer 
Street bounded and described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a point on the northerly side of said 
River Street, at a corner of land of Stuart L. Holbrook, 
said ooint is ^3,0 feet Westerly measured along the 
Northerly side of said street from a Hampden County 
Highway Bound which is S Y&® l6 ! 05" W 6l»m feet from 
Station 23+63.99 in said Layout and running thence 

Southwesterly 125.0 feet in a curve to the right 
with a Radius of 19 67. 00 feet along the Northerly side 
of River Street to a point at other land of Stuart L. 
Holbrook; thence turning and running 

K 33° U -2 I ^7 i! W about 15 feet along land of said Hoi- 
brook to the shore of F rest Lake; thence turning and 
running 



Northeasterly following the shore of said Forest 
Lake about I2g feet to a point; thenoe turning and 
running 

^ i 37° 21* 15" E about H3 feet along remaining 
land of Stuart L. Holbrook to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

Containing about 3,000 square feet of land. 

PARCEL #2, A parcel of land supposed to be owned by Owner 
Unknown located on the northerly side of River Street bounded 
and described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a point on the Northerly side of 
River Street, 19 jl County Layout; said point is N J® 
ll 1 56 !f E 2o.J9 feet from Station 23+75.27 in said Lay- 
out and running thence 

S 51® 23 s 36" ¥ about 5^7 feet along the Northerly 
side of said River Street to a -point at land of Stuart 
L. Holb rook; thence turning and running 

Generally Southwesterly about igg feet following 
the shore of Forest Lake to a point at the Northwesterly 
corner of Parcel #1 above described; thence turning and 
running 

N 3T ^2« 4-7" ¥ about 35 feet to a point which is 
H 33 e 42' 4-7 ls I 50.O feet from the Northerly side of 
River Street; thenoe turning mid running 

Northeasterly in a curve to the left with a Eadius 
of 1917.00 feet a length of 163,73 feet in a course 
parallel to, and 50 feet distant from the Northerly side 
of River Street to a point; thenoe turning and running 

N 51° 23 * 36 n S about ^=60 feet in a course parallel 
to, and 50 feet distant from the Northerly line of said 
River Street to a point at land of the Forest Lake Dairy 
Company, Incorporated; thence turning and running - 

Generally Easterly, following the shore of Forest 
Lajse about 70 feet to a point; thenoe turning and running 

N Si 6 23* 36" E about 50 feet to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING. 

Containing about 30,750 square feet. 

PARCEL #3. A parcel of land supposed to be owned by Forest 
Lake Dairy Company, Incorporated located on the Northwesterly 
side of River Street bounded and described as follows. 



BEGINNING- at a point 50 feet Northwesterly from the 

ec 

hove described and running thenoe 



Northwesterly line of River Street; said point is s" gi© 23 1 
3b" 1 100.0 feet from the POIHT OF BEGINNING of Parcel #2 
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N #L° 23' 36 fl S about 50 feet along remaining 
land of Forest Lake Dairy Company, Incorporated ?f 
a point on the northwesterly shore of Forest La*™ 
•cnenoe turning and running " 

Generally Westerly, following the shore of Poreq^ 
Lake about 70 feet to a point; thlnoe tS , and 
running u ™ ia , * r - a 

-, * N 51» 23« 36" E about 15 feet alone remaining 
land of the Forest Lake Dairy Company Inoo^Srltfa 
to the POINT OF BEGINNING. J ^^^ ' xnoorpoia^d 

Containing about 550 square feet. 

PARCEL #11-. A parcel of land supposed to be owned hj Owner 
Unknown located on the southerly side of Ri^er Street 
hounded and described as follows; 

BEGINNING at a point on the S out herly side of 

fill l^ll^PL ^^ *****, at a point whieh is 
S 590 4 g s 22 (i h I1.9.3S feet from Station 23+7*. 27 <n the 

aforesaid County Layout and running thence. "* 

Generally Southeasterly to the shoreline of the 
natural pond. 



The above described line is the Northeasterly 
line; the Southwesterly line is 50 feet from the said 
Northeasterly line and parallel to it 



The layout and land takings above described are Indicated 
on plan prepared for the County Commissioners of Hampden County 
dated July $ g i960 on file in the Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds and Clerk of Courts Office also in the Town Cleric" s 
Office and marked as follows; 

Plan of a proposed access and parking area 
to Forest Lake. Palmer, Mass. 

Surveyed for the HAMPDEN OOUMTX COMMISSIONERS 
Scale l" . 4o« j u i y 9j 19 6g 

Kenneth 0. Sherman 

Engineer - Surveyor 
palmer,, Mass, 

Revised Oct. 20, i960 to Change Chapter and Acts, 
and to add information concerning parking area* 

MD the osiers of the land over which said right of way is 
laid out are allowed until the first day of October next to 
remove therefrom their buildings, wood, timber or trees. 



The Commissioners having heard the proprietors of said 
land, by themselves, or their agents, so far as they haYe 
expressed the desire to be heard on the subject of damages, 
by them sustained by reason of laying out said right of 
way, ha¥e estimated the same as follows, to wit: 



TO: - Stuart L. Holferook. .................. $1„QQ 

Owner Unknown-- . ,......,...,..„..,.,,. 1 .00 

Forest La&e Dairy Company, Incorporated 1«00 
Owner Unknown .,.,.,....„...,,..«.... 1 ,00 

Payment to be made to the ab©¥e described parties damaged 
to the amount that may be found to be their due, by the 
Tom. of Palmer, when entry is actually mad© upon the premises 
for purposes of a right of way. 

Any work required to be done in the carrying out of said 
order, to be done and performed by the fawn, of Palmer. 

11 land, grade, drainage and other legal damages r. shall be 



paid by the Town of Palmer. 




V WXJU 



^^ 




County 
) Commissioners 
;of the G 0url ty 
f Hampden 




Hampden, ss* County Commissioners* Meeting July 26, 1961 

The foregoing report is filed and accepted, and there- 
upon it is ordered that the said right of way be a right of 
way for public access forever. 



Attests 




i-Aji~-£l_y 



Oierife. 



Ji_ 



Telephone S± DaUirfe ATlas 3-6210 Successor to 

jatsatedxtirrgs ATlas 3-7368 R - °- & c - F - Dingman 

KENNETH C SHERMAN 

PALMER, MASS. 

September 14, 19 6l, 



Hampden County Commissioners, 

Court House;, 

Springfield^, Massachusetts. 



Gentlemen: 



Cnnmiissioner Stapleton approached me yesterday regarding, 
the name of the gentlemen -who operate Forest lake Park, 
I«c I f^nd they are Tony and George Lachowets and their 
telephone number is Palmer, ATlas 3-9169, or Holyoke, 
Jefferson 2-4160. The mailing address is either Forest 
Lake Park, Palmer, or 1270 Montgomery Street, Wiilimanseut, 
Mqss . 

Hoping this information will help you. 

Very truly yours s 

Kenneth C. Sherman, 
KCS:mcf 



Ssptfcmbei* 21 s . 196; 



Engineer * Stagey or* 
f&laie**, -M&as* 

■Dear !s% Sherman; 

TUB CtouRV Oojaailflsionsaw have directed 
me t© «ritd to yea requesting that yoa talfc to Tw fi^a 
&eo.rg# LfteiHw&eia wfaess fl4&?e*e a»A telephone nusiber* 
were' $mppllM by ym in jaw? letter of September 1* M X$€& 
to the tjotmty Ooafflisstoxtars* 

fh@ Oomty CSonaalsaionstfa toaar© rsqueatea 

that fm &e$fc to sbteim frea 'these sisa £3?&# txxX sfoa? tfa« 

w&pking aa»a &"B the jmbli© assess s§ and packing ai*0a at 

It is fait by the Gbtmty Commissioners 
that fm will fee &bie to i&fo^m these g«iatld&#s* of ths 
exa&t amoaat ©f fill in yards requires for the par&iag 



area 



» 



It la the unders tending of the C&twtgr 
Consiifl&iotters that these ga&tlamssj were willlag to 

fwslah'jiii fret foi* tbs $>ar&iag area, 

Will yoia pleas. e-a&irise the Gouaty Com* 
misaioneps of wtaat yom h&Y@ le«*ne4 after talJsing with 
th®s# gentlsaeiu 



Telephone^T^Daytirnes ATlaS 3-6210 Successor to 

XSSaaJBCEvenings ATlas 3-7368 R. 0. & C. F. Dingman 

KENNETH C SHERMAN 

PALMER, MASS. 

April 23, 1962, 



Hampden County Commissioners, 
Court House, 
Springfield, Mass , 



Gentlemen : 

The parking lot at Forest Lake has been 
completed and two Ooncrete Jiounds have been set at the 
two front corners. Stanley Milk, the Highway Superintendent > 
had put in fill to form, a parking area and ramp down to the 
water as shown on my previous plan. 

My bill is enclosed. 



Very truly yours. 



7t^^%!^^C^^^^^> 



Kenneth C. Sherman. 
KCSimcf 



Copy of this letter sent to 

Mr. James Dowels on April 25 1 19^2, 



Telephone 47 Daytimes 

733-W Evenings 



. Successor to 
R. O. & C. F. Dingmsn 



KENNETH C. SHERMAN 

Cnqineep - J^urveiior 
PALMER, MASS. 



March 16, 19£2 



Mssrs. Tony &. George Laehovetz 
1270 Montgomery Street 
ifilli&RHsett, Mass. 

Ciestlesvesj 



>?i 



^J I 



The fimptien Ccosaty Ooami s si o gerg_ jii .v e '%dvi s ed ®e that 
a 'taking for a piahiic access to^JEorsst Lal^ a^s now been 
ia&de, and that construction oir"' Ihpi^pre jec t"Vlll start some- 
time next month. / / ) ! • 

Sometime daring I960, y^4greed to give fill for this 
project, 3.TS& I sm wo^€foi%%iJW6p still are with that same 
thought. Ccaid yon , ; CeC^&" , km>wH?p' phone or letter as soon as 
possible. I aa eac^osiBg a iStsmped self— addressed envelope for 
your answer* ' 5i 




'"Very truly yours, 
Stenaeth C, Bhersan 



EOS sis 

cs: Hampden Ctosiatv Crisis si oiiers 
Mia Street 
Springfield, Mass* 

Note to the Commissioners: Lawrence Miceli, of the Metro Drive- 
in Theater also is willing to give 
fill. 



April 2, 1962 



Boapd ©f S&leetesita, 
fawn of f&lmeis 

Eg.: Blf&t of Way to Porsat .Lafeg » 

S-amtlemsn: 

$hla «ill ■ o«if ira wo? mm®rm%%Qn of 
Veds®fiasty* Sflarofc 2S, !$&£* illative to the alwsr*. 

It iFO'iilt Ins &$£«peeiaUs& if tke foua of 

3>alae? would clear the aram of the right of way of 
bpttdfe an4L small tineas an4 wqi&& Ihsn fill and ooter. 

$&@ i?ighf of way «it& gr&vsl wha.su igto&il&tolft 

aire«WLy across" $fce *©*■& &&& i;h« opta aia? Sfasats* 1 * 

fchoia&agt&y f&olllftp wi't-h tfea location of the **ig&t 
of way and tbe location of the fre© fill whioft is 

available . 

Xew eo~opei a &1ri<m in 1Mb atattei* w$ial& 
b& deeply apiaraaiated* 

■?s*y tnaly your** 

mmrmn cgosty cqssussigsehs 

" nuir 1111 . .nu ii j i in. ] 11 ... 1 n -1 . ■ 11 K i n, i i i f i - .Him h i m i . 11 n-- |i na ii n . - .i | iiii . 1 j i u ii n.r 

tkmnasl* 
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Campers Country Club Dam aka Iizak Dam 



1965 Palmer 

Dam located on Kings Brook, 



Abutters 



Abutters 



City/Town 



Dam 



Heritage Hills Farm 
Campers Country Club 
Palmer 
lisakDam 



Dam 



Name 



Water 



Campers Country Club Dam 



Lisa k, John 



Kings Brook 



WATER SUPPLY 
5EWERAQE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 



TIGHE& BOND, Inc. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

BOWERS and PEQUOT STREETS 

HdLYQKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Gedroe H. McDonnell 

Philip W. Sheridan 



DAMS & POWER INSTALLATIONS 
HtEHWAVS & BRIDGES 
HGUSING DEVELOPMENT 
WASTE DISPOSAL 




■^MMiH^M 



C.B, Falser 
Oct. 24, 1956 



J©tm Llsak^ CoatBaetoi 5 
lil Warren load 
.Falsaerj Sans. 

SlSii? Sim 

■©a fn©*#sy aftex?fi©©n # ©et. 23* 1956, the undersigned visited 

^©iir faitililiasi ©» Hid Warren R&„, as per j@ur request, t© 
ii&iiisg and md^is© yon regaiwtlag tiie eoajstraetioa of a pond 
■so- "m msed ' in ©oxmesstloii wltti your nasi and gravel washing 
plant*. 2 te&ed to. j?eaeii you If pbest prior t© goi&g .to Falser* 
cu* «a^i !mk>uoc^33rui. I iisetiss©€ your problem with am eag&oyee 
#f g^» sad . a© a© doubt has' fey new passed 'on ay Noughts on the 
iga#t@r t© yen. 

It ia ay anl^^staiiilrig tbat yon wisti to for® a pond or pool ©n 
Mii^Sgdalc sdj&esst t© |©«r sand and gravel plant, that can foe 
used; -as a ..sondes of watei 5 supply for yotii 1 Hashing proesss » 1 
psistM : «tt t# your espligyee ttaafc if a das is , built assess the 
fej*ool% tii© spillway fatuities of this structure .must be sizable 
1st diNier 't© be ills to gases the flood flews of the stress, file 
drainage area upsti*sas froa t!i@ loeatioia ©f your proposed pond 
,;:-ald api;c*r to lie over 2§ s%. miles Mid probably nearly 3 s%. 
alias*. .Saeli a drainage eotild ©onts^itefte a wery large quantity 
of water to tiie te*©o§E ostites in tine of iieayy rimoff. Sine© 
the ii?ada»ge area of tk@ br&Qk eeta^se is over 1 sq. mlXe* a© 
m-tter &ok leu ia height your daa is built and mo natter Jaow 
sssli a pood ig ©onsfe^etsd* tii© s^mm^mm' iioiild «e sscfef 
Soiittty control* By ooisiug mtMa the law., it will fa© neeessary 
for you to prepare engineering plans aad speelflcs&ions of the 
proposed construction and to file these wltia the eoirafey eoaaiia- 
aioners for review and approval before aay eonstractidn on the 
dan Is started. 

It sight he possible to provide yourself with a sufficiently 
large .pond of water by exeavatlng a fairly large .and relat&Yely 
deep t>asin adjacent t© the te»©ok that e©aM toe ttsed m a piatp 
snap f©*» your washing system, This simp eauld fee kept reasonably 
clean if it Mas net dlreetly la the course of the brook. Water 1 
frsas the brook e.©nl.d he ilverfced tut© t&e swamp hole aa# Siii'iag 
low seasons of ttie year wbea the waiitiifis plant would not be in 
opepatioB* tfi.e bro©k aouM fiost by tbe .' ■ " ■ ■ fessin and thus yoa 
woul^ be reducing the possibility of depositing debris ani water- 
carried solids in your storage basin.* fet excavated basin or 



Iota Lizak^ Contractor 
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C,D„ Palmer 

Oct. 24 , 1956 , Oont, 



reservoir of this type ioes not re^uls?® plans and specifications 
nor wouli a sp.ii.l»aj fee rectal irei in, the utrueture. Yon im%3Xd he 
iapQ^fiilag no water above the normal hrm&k soars® and in tiae of 
ntmrms tfee flow sf the brook would not "b@ impounded sm<t thus 
present a danger t© persetas asd property cHomstp^am, 

If ymi eai 5 © t© aiaeus© Ms natter furtfeex*, IcinSly call or 
write the uaiersipiei* 1 Mill be glad t© assist yen In suf 

?@r>y fer*ttly ymtrs* 



Sff|/f 



e&untj HylrsHlle Engineer 



I'lEr e -&C 






.i|S/ "fipSj: ^!fe*f§BS' : '* Jr 



i 1 ^ ."-5 : !& ■ SiT' ife.^ffT' S*ffi^ 



ligte»2rg 



Gomt^i 'g'vu are lierstoy schflsed; that the snail poacl cmsti'olleA 
,bf fcke eialverfc inlet iiaisi* Spriagfiela S@ad s s#&&fc$rly ©.f Hirea 
Fjl.vq\ .-:„"' it the outlet ©I 8 ' Sassr Fesd # iims reeeiitlj teeen 
-«S" - ^"J "^ . ' * ~ _ ' -- j* aai yoaF .stfeeuti.e-a is ©ailed to the 
fdil#tfi:fig ©©mctitetefii SQfeecl a.a4 ye©GiBBeii€la%.i0iis m&&& b|" aia,# 

,,T fti<g pond Is Amm .ffeai wtmt apparestlf was naraal water 
l.ei'el fer-iag ftie Ssiaiiei* sissfctig.* (fee sfc&g l©g lias bees 
.^:ii©¥©# fr©n ttie spillway Inlet st-Foetaife* ■ 1 S&±s spillway 
isl#t -striis-tui 3 © also searings mm thm iiiltt fee tlas eeivert 
tnnlsr tfe© ltiglwa;|r,. $.Q.f.£s.ee w&t®T i*uii:al.i3g frea fct$@ giio-iilcisr 

gtra^teira is washing out tiia eclge of the pave^s'l and ths 
read sfeoeli.er itesaif. .At -tlie pomM. BlMe mf %tm £*©si»aj fill 
wtiiea fonas tlie esi&sslsseiit of tbe €as # a sanM#a w#.M was 
.ti©te# at ti3;e te« of tbs flii to the left of felt© ©iil¥ert and 
spillway Inlet* ftiis stsik^B ¥#ii ®aj fee tlae fesult -of water 
euteping the .g^^asi ssS ^msil-ag ttaSar tii© ©Bfeaa^esi to some 
speiilsg In a arala -pipe 01 s la fctie ealfert Itself, .igals., It 
eoali lie ttos result -©.f etiiei* ■e©-ii#iti©n:s*. It wouii sesa sd*» 
¥ieable to fea^e tills tsid liimstigiifcsd. aa€ tti© eaa.se for its 
formation eoi*reefe©i!i« ftiis aiglit "m ligfeway ■fepa.-Ffci^ii-fc wo^rlc, 
sia.e.e t!i@ neeessa^ ■imia'feeaafte.e is in ceiiaeetlQii witii tli# 

5te eoBditioms -as K©te€ mm& reporfeei fey tlie SQ-toi.% Iff.feaiill.e 
fegf'seep mp# feeisg eallei to gmm sfct-eafeis© Meatisa they m^% 
afpa:rsiitly related €i.F@e:tl.j |j# tiie eafeaiiisieafc that ea-rrigs tli@ 
xtMutuay of Spriagfleii Seat. 1% is p©sslfel# ^liat ttie seeds a 



laaii&enanee for preventing surface wash and ?©.s? Investigating 

the void is ail within Highway Units and within n®mml Higii- 

isj take whatever steps yon wish in connection with these satteyss.* 



.' fllPsRl .33© v pitjilissi* tM* &I4X& 4iIit- ! *Ba*-fe'i-*>«it wV PiJ. » **a,«UA. j jajuuvsj «***s 

matter z-t Highway 3saiK%@aa2i©e would pi'sbaMy buyout si cte of his 

*** «**#%«« *! "h-* 1 -1 **-*r T-f* s ft-jay "I nifsfi't;^ s*afe1 .np 1 fei>@ VSi.ll In fell® 4HS** 1 

,-j,nxi.x-r,v vie*, *;/?,;...-? to fee §011© scans© © Men with the pealing 
of ifmisr ~„" .£:-. f^ti^ G3? ottiaF pri¥afe@ laai CJtai©ri ? »s will It 

plSSjifSCl %© tlnyS t*llfl C©liHs?J"" l% r SI*SHl.S. S IffllJifitlfSI? ilW€?8'S*|p|vl|S "SOS 

^, i>" „ . icr ^r- 3-TT'j-t. ;, <!;_'. r /i*> r„~; -.? *8Btd under the 
protiiicsss @f ffespter 253 ef tfee <tes@j*al Mws* 

if yo« tw¥© any furt&e-i* questions is co.1meeti.0a with this saafeter* 
giessg 30 set hesitate to call upon us* 

¥©P2f i?i*ly j f @iits 

BOMB OP CGUHT? COMMISSrOJlERS 



1 






Til© Ho». tfaa SoafI ©I C«a.aly €©sami*«i@aeys 
ggiftsgltisti* Mfi##a€te*#©ftts 

On Tfcttrtday, *My Sa» ifii, ttan *nd»*iigMd drev* alt» : g Wtrrea Str«s©t la 

F*lm*v *si »«t«4 tl»t a i*im itai- Impish ee&ttarueled on Kittf* Br«M&k juit up* 

stream al tt» fc«:s#wall @l a twin ealv«»l tb»l pmm& uad«r W nrr ©m St? «tt. 

thm imm e©i»lfrt§ al as mmwth ®mhm&kmmm a»i a eon«ff**« spillway, Ttoe 
®mfcs#»|it tev b«*ft festl* U» two «««Hoa», **»# to ih® tight #1 &• »piUw»jr 
abort Iti It* i» Itmgtti »ad tfe* g*f§M» I© ttw left of tkt fflllway *tx>ut 100 It. 
Ip, t«*giiu TUt eo»et*t* mafteat y «p iliwaf 1dm a tetgM al th» 4ew»itt ®am 
f««c g£ |fe# fttgtfm«s» wall of It, 7 ft, II Is 11 . Z ft. ia wtdtfe and c©»fc§4m$ 
g|epl#g# wfthta 4" of tb» tup «l th* nuutonry wall* wb4 &• ai|»«Kt •**& 
^mbmhmmt. ##efelsaas. 

M«fe#s?e ia my r#«er4s 4o .1 fiad Ifc&t sway plaas e* sf €s<gi£i«mti®as w«v« iilei 

Tfea po«4 i®tm®4 hf the iasr* is #te#aM-# &»4. I?o«m »m esttmsl« ©f ffee surface 
area 1 t»v« c@ael»dei tl»t fe#lw##a tw@ «stli«m gall®ai aunt tfetee mtUios* 
gall«g ef wat©! 1 &*e *£©ar®&. 

Tbeare is a gig© al tfe* dam that w®ui«t indt«*t» that tfe® itrttctar« is owned hf 

C&mpm® CmmUf Clmb t MwiMmm, @£ Hwrtt&g* Bills Farm. 

Tlui c&fM&city ©f the aplilw.a.f Is $$®0&lf b&a&@<|%mt$ f« llit Ar&img® &«a 
iav0tv©4. Skewld feeavy runoff c#n4ilt©as oeoaar. It is %hm mpimmn ©I ttu» 
msierilg»@d that wa*t? vlil fe»f tfee #artfe #i»feaafem«at api th® dam will %■» 
1>mch«4. Br**ekiag of tb« iam e«ml4 «*««« tfee 1st© ©I War*«n Sty««t* 



■^ 



■ 2. 



B*€au#» ol the quantity si wate^ stored* iefexls im #is£$&&l« qiajuBtltiec mighl 

be waslwi aleag witfe tfe® 3?«i©a*«4 w®.t®% I® eatste d&m&jge to tfa# M&s&aeibxu&etts 
XW&frifee £mrtla«ir to It* »<smt& &ai t© Slat® Highway, Route 4?. 

II Is ree$mmcxt4«4 tfeat tfae Owitr ©f th« iatro fee iw.«et@i I© drain £l» p#ai 
sai fet «a©fe ttie tei marti! #m©b tisss m pisat awi »pe€i|icatl©a» fof a psspar 
$ fcrmctere .are filei, appro^i asl a preset 4am. cafwfimeteC 



Csiasty Hydraulic Engines 



QfiM/mfe 
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July 28, 1$6S 



D$vl*i«a #1 Heritage Hills Farm 
if§-B ffc#»s#ite $<t*«*t 

Our ©©&*<! has feeea i.sf©r:mei by ,|b« Chanty Bfdir&Mlic E&gla»#r that fee bas 
mslleei a. dam trail* ss?©si Mags Brosk fast sf»t;r«aiea of W&F«m Street is 
Fatm#ir asd that a sigsi at the site M ths Itaa iM!c«t#s tfcal the dam is y@m> 
property. 

This ism inipesads aa#i*-e Hiss cme jsiltios galiasss el ns?at«e &s*4 thf iaeigM 
©I Ifce sfcracteare is sm-efa. Iliat it e«ma maitr -tit© jmrlsiicli&s @f the Coosiy 
as imi&mlmA fey Ciiapteir 2S3 @f tia» Stmeral i,»w® ©f the Csfamaswealth 

It Is »««a*a,i?F iMt aaj dars. « tit* |fp« a©w cowBtarweteil at the sit© is q»«?s- 
t!@» hm -built is aecer^lsuae© witls glass *&# ®p«€i£icstl©ss approved aae f il«d 
wtife tie €©wtj ©I Bampia«u A«:c0?#taf ia par r#c@:r4*, »©■ glass &ai 
.specif i.&fttl«a* feave ever ts#«a filed a&d apprswi. 

The Csumtjr Sydsr&siie .Emgiseet* .advises ©as- Baafi that tfe# ia-m .has a ©pill- 
way that Is gp@« sly !ma#*qma.t« f.#f Hm fteaisag© area iityoived and th&t m 
exittistg, tbe strocfesfe is & ttire&t ts the safety ©I p«r$oss aad property 

la a,€e@rda&ce wife tie p*@wi®t«»s ©f Gbaptex 253 ©f the General l^sws ®f 
|&« €.#mm0fwe»ltti @f M«t§*efci««tfai, y#a are Mre.&m4. Is empty tbe jm»4 
aiii t© tetacli tfe© 4sto »# Ifert &# *at*r will be stored by this sttmctoe 
made* aMf anticipated rsas&ff eeitiittoii.. 

If y®u wish to reacti vatt tht dam* Msallf itavs glass and spaelflcatiaas of a 
■lam aa.i spillway prepar«4 s»d filed 1m ihm. review af ©sr Boari. T%e 
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gpiliwaf mm»t have a capacity sufficient t© pass anticipated fie©d flows. 

If jmz tia-re any epiestiaa is e-©a»scti@a with tfela matter, klailf costaet ©mr 
Board ©r tkt Cosmty Bf-iram'Iie Eagtaeer, Mr. George If. McD©jis#11, 
tele.pitsse §33»3ffi. 

Board of Cpsaty Commissioners 



CD Palmar 
August 20, If 65 

The Hera, the Board of C©«3ity CojsTOissioaers 
52 itate Street 
$prisigfi@i#-, Massachusetts 

C3^ssilfm#iM . 

Refe*&a«j# is mail to my communication of July 24, 1948, -relative to the 
unauthorized dam ©a Kings Brook just upstream of the headwail of a twin 
cal-vert-tfeal parses usder Warw» Street, is Palme* and to your letter of 
JMy 18, if6S, written t© Mr, J©hn Llaak. 

QSjU£**dfy» August 4, If is, the %ader#%ned received a telephone call from 
a- Mr.. .Stw*t«vswit, a iBgasiet ©f the Corporation or group that owns and 
operates th# Division of Heritage Hills Farm that Wilt and apparently owns 
the dam.,.. Mr. Sftwr&vs&t x»qu*tt«d that the undersigned meet with Mm ©n 
fu^day, August 10, at 10:30 AM for the purpose of reviewing the matter 
■oi'tMi unauthorised dam and determining hew the structure could be altered 
t® sneet the re^uifemefits ©£ a sals dam. 

The underfigned weal to Palmer at 10:30 A. M. on th® appointed day bat, 
Mr. Sturtevaat did mot show up. However, Mr. Liza*: did com« to the dam 
tit© and the u»der§4g»ed spent some time with him reviewing the problem 
and pointing out ihm since the dam wsi on a drainage area considerably |a 
excess of one square mile, th* dam mttit ha Mill in accordance with proper 
plans and specifications, 

I pointed out to Mr. I4sak that the main problem at the dam is the inadequate 
spillway capacity. He agreed to increase the spillway and, as a result ©f 
■our conference, he will raise th© entire dam »mfo&afem#i*t and th© spillway 
sidewall* a distance of f®ar feet holding the crest of the spillway at its 
present elevation. In this way flood waters cam pass th© dam without over- 
topping the embankment sections. 

I pointed out t© Mr. Li&ak that my recommendation of an additional 6 ft. of 
freeboard was baaed upon a rough calculation and that he should obtain the 
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€B Palmer 
August 20, 1965 



i«rvt€#» ©£ a qualified «mgtae©:r f© pyepar* dmwisiga aad tpsclficatteas 
©.£ Ike aileirailoss I© t&« iam aad that ta ##!©g fcfeit we#k ( tl*« Engineer 
sheuM &e«?m»t#Sy eosifmte the wsceMafj spillway £r«®fe«a,ar4 Iwigte. 1 
als© petuftniS out tial f lass #£ t&« earth ©mlwito®st $@eti©»», t@geth«r 
with spcelfieftHea* amat fee pwparsd «mJ filed, 

Msr. Mask a§s?«sa«f,ti»t within th* s*xt M day* h® will hav* •&gta*«ring 

drnwlug* f »pa##tf 0I |i» 4ias as It will b® altes-ed, togat&u*? wife tlui 
¥e$»i*«4 4p#$l$$^«*a and will III® ttara wife yoar B©n«L H tkiat U 
tofts* md ■ raising, ol th«s 4mb Is &ce«w&pli*:h64ft in aeeerdaac© with appr@v@i 
plan* aaid' ffpwctfteatiotM, il*« stvuetttr* wtU to® e&§»tol® of pawing ftoed 
flewi^li: *#«««*. @f l*:gwy F&U -rains. 

A# mow essteiteg* §3a©nM a imr^ieaaa® itoim ©ee«, Ike iai» will fee wa0fe®4 

It li mt&®mm®®A®4 that Mr. U»alc to® gtvan th« 30«day lime limit la 
which: to file &* plans and tpecUteaUeb* ami th*t If t*«y are m©l Iliad 

wtfefa yassjT B : ©&M fey th&t $&m$, tfe«s adtfem §k«iI4 b® tafegsa ismder C3k&$&t. 2S3 
©I tine C^m#r*l Iaws t© fe«aefe t3j& iam «&£ mak® It sal*. 

B#*p*cftf**Uy admitted 



QHM/cmfe Cemsly Hy4»tttle Engineer 



September 2Z, 1965 



[pastry €3 
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liefest ass is .ssiiste to tke t§a>m ss Kings Bro®k jssst tifw&reass of Wtriea Street in Palmseir 
ami to Sii* coixusisisicati^s fa-ora tfels Ilsaaftt 4a.te€ Jtil-f 1-S S IffrS. 



«*j%t. 



**? 






>e exist!® 



m 



i*.a 



s a inssttiifi: fen* 



«pllt*aM«al 



m held at 
i tfes Csremtf 



act specifications 
it-© spillway 
ssary 



££.S/f ; 



Tuesday, S^ptem**? 14, if 6S &e Comfy Hydrate Sjigineer —_— _.. 

i #sa «aift tmmA flat wstley is fSlI lb*isii pe^i©4 atrf that ffee ©ttiy c&swp 
pi*W« Hie safety ©f tite .strttclas'-s iis« bees fee fmsMMf*! #1 ftep logs frc 



isspectios a£ 
g# made to 
■^n ffcs spillway. 

I as sey eecl t# 



As ©f IM* &te m© plsass hkI *p®cMlc : ati9«» tore fe®«» filei wife c?«r Bomri as ag 
by Mjf, 14&&k at tit® tlsae M M« s#afeyeaee wlffe. that Gcsiatj Ifyiratslis Eeglmesir sti 
iktgmt 1 19, 

Slace tfee dam as e.afi#tlag tmgr©tSH|g .more Ifeaa an© isllliss gallows ©f irate ir aai salaes it 
1»S been fcwitt tif«wi a itreais ^a^iag more titaa ©»« «n| sa» mil© si it alaa&gs area »f t&e 
site @f Use stifiscfeire ami «i»ee as approved, plams and spsclf icatisss a.j*« «» file .is fii-e 
. Gs»itf Cmmt Hoase* Ike 4im 1« 1st Ttolattos ©f the provislos* aa4«:r Clmpteir 1.S3 ©I tfee 
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Yoa ai« directed that witMa fifteen (IS) days of the date of this communication th@ dam 

is to be breached m&A a sufficient amount of the stimct^r© x@ia©ve4 from the valley of 
the b-roek go ti»i no walsi* will fe© sftosred uad&r aay condition of rtfeam flow. Failure 
to comply witfe tfais 4ireetiv« will result ia action bmng taken by fee Comity uad«r 
Section 47 ■©£ C'ltupteir 2SS of $*e General Laws and the cost for the work shall b@ paid 
for, with interest ass apfsMeaMis* uader the f»©visie»-s of Section 48 of Ckapter 253. 

¥ery truly yours, 

Board Of County Commissioners 



CB Palmer 
October 25, it6S 



Tim H«a. tfe« Be**o" of Covtnty C0mmi»«iea*r» 

§2 Slst« Stsreet 

TIm» ua&»* «iga#d bat m»4« »aetft«r tnapteUe* ©I fe® ism on Slag® Br@#k in 
feliaf i> Tbti Is ttw 4am own** »y G*rof>«r* Goaatry Cfefe, I>lvt»l©& of 

He* itege Kills Farm. Cw® #1 tfe® sws«s of the property mater th* said 
Bgmf:* Is- &m$s®Mm lefes Ltssak. 

In sif fettrt iette?-»f»©irt to your Ho»*r*bl« Board, eatcd Octafc*? H. 1915, 

tha usder signed pointed owl tlmt Mar. Llsak r«p#frt«i m «xt*nfllo& ©f timm 

wfito Wisftfc' fe» is fe«te$ fr©f&i;re4 to broach fa« 4»xn. The ttm« «t«asi©» 
w#i t@ fe* tiatil Oetoowr IS. 

l*sfUt is ttui alterneoa of October 20, 1965, ibm ua44»r«iga«4 w®al fe© the «it« 

of to* 4*m aai fettad thai the 4ara ha® b»*& b»«scfe«4 ami that litll« m »© 
wnt«3? Is swm gte»«4 hf t%m liffl. 

Tl» «oa«?«t« Hew ©I tao spillway feas beea reowvwit aai fe# Sam mmkmnk^ 
moot aa* b««a «seav*te6 to a 4*frta ©I nfe©mt 4 ft. feolew the top @J th* 

imlninit, TIms iwattwmis ccajcrefeg am«tf»f wall at the lace ©f tl» 
#pliiwar t»© fe«©& cut @© f&»t iiltl# m so wate^ will be poadtd by tfe© 4am 
in lb© future. Water will p&m tfa*u til* «mb*iifcmoiit si tfe« d»m al the fit© 
of lfe« «oiU«ay and ttu» remaining iwaiitsrb*4 mm®mf ©I tta* ftpiUwfty 
®t«i€ter« will help to keep tfae flew ©I th« toook directly aligned wills, the 

TtMjr« U Mill work te be deft* at fee ifem belor« Uw broach will b* e©ia» 
plotely acceptable. Debst* from breaking tiara *3m $oae*«te maeeaty wall 
is lying in the ialet *toro«tur« to th« reaaway culvert wad In* broach th*tt 

Hit •rnb«akmeal material feat not b«e& «Av«fttUy »1»p«l iker fe»s way attempt 

hemu m&d® t© pr«v«Bt «*etiea as H«w of ifc© fes-ewe*; p»t*«s ikru th« br ®mk. 



1 aai »nel©0iag iMswwttli a @isgg«etga4 eemmaaieaii^a to Mf. Llsak. If pms- 
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CD Palmer 
©stobear 25, 1965 



*£&©.. Hpa. the B^asd of County Ceei-ffilsei.Qaesa 
51 St«# ^Street 

Tie i3 r s##i*.sigae4 laas saad,® another inspection ©£ thm dam ©a Kings Brook in 
i%km#-r* litis is-.tfe© ctawi owned fey €»mj»ers Counts' y Ctob, Sivisiena ©£ 
H:#ritag#- Silts Farm. ©»© of the wwrg of the property n&sler th@ said 
»me, is C3sst*sct&r John Liaak. 

In my last letter -report t© your HeaorsWt Beard, dated Getehssr 11, 1965, 
ifee ttai&fgigsei pointed out that Mr. 14aak requested us extension of time 
xmi&t wfeMls be ii being required to hr«$ch th« dam. The tim« extaasion 
-was t@ ins until ©etobes* 15. 

Late in th# afternoon «sf October 20, 1%S, the ujader signed west to the site 
of the ia&a ani f stand, that the d&m has be^en breached and that little ov no 
wttei if n.e* stared by th# lam. 

The soneret© lis©* af.th© spillway has hsen ««sra®v©4 and tb# iana ©mfeaak- 
meat ks beeu ■&&©■& v&ted to a ieffb &i afceat 6 ft. below the tof^f the 
embankment. The dowssta?e»m essacsete masonry wall at thefaee of the 
spillway has been cut sa that little or mo wafer -will be- ponded hy thm dam 
ia the future. Water will pass thru the emh&nkment at the dam at the site 
of the spillway and fee remaining wwli$tarhed masonry of the s-filiway 
structure will help to keep the flow of th© brook directly aligned with the 
roadway culvert facility. 

There is ©till -work to be done at the dam before the breaefe -will be com- 
pletely acceptable. Debris from breaking thru the eoii€*et« masonry wall 
is lying in the Inlet gstrnetns'a to the roadway culvert and the hreaeh thru 
the embankment material has not heen carelnily shapei not has any attempt 
been made to prevent erosion a® flaw of th© h-rook passes thru the breach. 



-; 



1 anal eaeloeing herewitli a suggested communication t© Mr. Liaak. If your 
Board eo&susa ia its constants. It cosid. be sigaaed and forwarded. 



G«©r|ge H. M;si>©raa©21 
OHM/ rabf 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
mBOND 



CIVIL, SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION! AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD - Palmer 
September 16, 1965 

The Hon. The Board Of County Commissioners 
5 2 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Reference is made to my communication of July 26, 1965 regarding the dam constructed 
on Kings Brook just upstream from Warren Street in the town of Palmer. The dam was 
built without approved plans and specifications and because of its size as well as the fact 
that it is located on the brook at a point where the drainage area is more than one square 
mile, the structure comes under county jurisdiction. On July 28 your Board wrote to the 
owner and directed that the pond be emptied and the dam breached so that no water would 
be stored. 

As a result of your communication, Mr. John Lizak of Palmer met with the undersigned 
at the site of the dam on August 10, 1965. A report on my meeting with Mr. Lizak was 
submitted to your Board on August 20, 1965. 

Mr. Lizak requested that he be given time to properly prepare plans and specifications 
for filing with your board. He agreed that the dam would be reconstructed immediately, 
in accordance therewith so that the structure would meet proper standards prior to the 
fall rainy season. 

I recommended to your Honorable Board that Mr. Lizak be given 30 days in which to 
file his plans and specifications and that if they were not filed within this time limit, 
in accordance with his agreement with the undersigned, that action be taken under 
Chapter 253 of the General Laws to breach the dam. 

The undersigned inspected the dam on Tuesday, September 14 and found that no change 
has been made at the dam other than the fact that the owner had removed stop logs 
from the spillway. To my knowledge no plans and specifications have been filed 
showing proper construction to provide adequate spillway capacity and a safe dam, 
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CD - Palmer 
September 16, 1965 
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Since 35 days have now passed and the owner has not kept to the verbal agreement with 
the undersigned it is recommended that the owner be directed to breach the dam. 



Respectfully submitted, 




George H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM:es 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J, BAYON 

TIGHE 
iBOND 



CIVIL-SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 

HOLYOK E.MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD -Palmer 
September 16, 1965 

The Hon. The Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Attached hereto is a suggested communication to be sent to the owners of the dam in 
Palmer on Kings Brook. My suggested wording is rather strong but from my experience 
to date with the owners they will apparently continue to stall on this matter unless definite 
action is taken. 



As mentioned in a previous communication to your Board, the spillway at this dam is 
much too small for the drainage area involved and it can be expected that a moderate to 
heavy hurricane rain storm or a typical heavy spring time run-off condition will result 
in stream flow that will overtop the dam embankment and then wash out Warren Street. 
Though Warren Street is not an important street it is traveled quite frequently. At the 
time of my inspection on September 14, when I was at the dam for a period of 10 minutes, 
at least 8 automobiles traveled past the dam. 

The loss of Warren Street would be an inconvenience to many people, would result in an 
expense to the town of Palmer, but more important, persons could be killed or seriously 
injured should they drive by the dam during a heavy storm as the structure fails or 
immediately after it fails. 

The undersigned is of the opinion that firm action should be taken to prevent such an 
occurrence particularly in view of the fact that the fall rainy season is now upon us. 

It is suggested that the communication be mailed to the owners of the dam via Registered 
Mail - Return Receipt Requested. 



Very truly yours, 




^XSeorge H, McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM:es 



Duffy and Duffy 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

A\Z MAIN STREET 

JAME5W.OUFFT PaLMEB, MASS. 01069 

EDWARD R.DUFFY TEL.0»I3) 263 -eZ71 



October 6, I965 



Mr. Ralph P. Walsh 

Mr. Thomas P. Sullivan 

Mr. William F. Stapleton 

Hampden County Commissioners 

FJlm Street 

Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Your letter of September 22 addressed to Campers Country Club 
Division of Heritage Hills Farm, c/o John Lizak, 190B Thorndike 
Street, Palmer, Massachusetts has been referred to me for reply. 

It is appreciated that a violation does exist. 

I represent Mr. Lizak who became involved with two other principals 
in this endeavor and his partners unfortunately are not keeping their 
commitments, the result of which is that the project is at a stale- 
mate stage. It is appreciated that corrective measures must be 
taken and in behalf of Mr. Lizak I specifically ask the question 
that if he were to fill in this pond, so called, to the extent that 
its capacity would be less than one million gallons, would this con- 
stitute a correction of the situation? Mr. Lizak does not wish 
to become embroiled with the other principals in the way of de- 
stroying the dam and does not wish to personally take measures 
as outlined in your letter, hence the reason for this alternate re- 
quest for information. 



Thanking you for your reply, I am 



Very truly yours, 

A 

James W. Duff 





a WD : sah 



G t OHGE H, MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W. SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
zBOND 



CIVIL, SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERViSION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD Palmer 
October 11, 1965 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Reference is made to the dam on Kings Brook in Palmer just upstream of 
Warren Street. Various letter-reports have been submitted to your Honorable 
Board by the undersigned pointing out that the dam as existing is in violation 
of Chapter 253 of the General Laws, that the spillway capacity is inadequate 
and that the dam undoubtedly would be washed out in time of extreme flood 
flow conditions. 

On September 22, 1965, your Board wrote to the Owner in care of John 
Lizak in Palmer, Massachusetts, and directed that within 15 days of 
September 22, 1965, the dam was to be breached and a sufficient amount 
of the structure removed from the valley of the brook so that no water 
would be stored under any condition of stream flow. Failure to comply 
with this directive would result in action being taken under the applicable 
sections of Chapter 253. 

Thursday, October 7, 1965, was the 15th day from the date of your letter 
to Mr. Lizak. On Friday, October 8, 1965, the undersigned went to the 
site of the dam to determine if Mr. Lizak had complied with your directive. 
The undersigned found that Mr. Lizak had not complied with your directive 
in any form whatever. The dam was still intact, water was stored to the 
level of the spillway and a combination stoplog-fish screen was in the spill- 
way opening. 

While making my inspection, Mr. Lizak happened to pass the dam and 
consequently, stopped to discuss the matter with me. I advised Mr. Lizak 
that I would report to your Board, on your regular meeting October 13, 
1965, that he had ignored your directive and that it would be necessary 
for me to recommend that your Board authorize the hiring of a Contractor 
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to breach the dam, I also advised Mr. Lizak that under the provisions 
of Chapter 253, the cost for the work would be billed back to him and 
this cost would become a lien on the property involved. 

Mr. Lizak told me that in reading your communication he was of the opinion 
that he had until the 15th day of October to comply with the directive. I 
advised Mr. Lizak that your letter was very explicit and that the 15 days 
allotted for breaching the dam began from the date of the letter. 

I pointed out to Mr. Lizak that it would be advantageous to him, since he 
is a Contractor, to breach the dam himself since he could probably do the 
work at a substantially lower cost than if an outside contractor is called 
in to breach the dam. I pointed out to him that regardless of how the 
work was accomplished, under the law the cost of the work must be paid 
by him. 

At the end of our conference Mr. Lizak agreed to do the following: 

(a) On Saturday, October 9, 1965, he would open the drawdown gate 
thru the dam and lower the water level behind the dam. 

(b) By Friday, October 15, 1965, the dam would be breached in such 
a manner that little or no water would be stored and the breach 
thru the dam would be large enough to safely pass flood flows. 

I advised Mr. Lizak that if he would keep to this schedule, I would recom- 
mend to your Board that no action be taken by your Board until Wednesday, 
October 20, 1965. During this present week, I will reinspect the site of 
the dam and if Mr, Lizak has not breached the dam properly and satis- 
factorily by Friday, October 15, 1 will submit a further recommendation 
to your Board for consideration at the October 20 meeting regarding the 
breaching of the dam by a separate contractor. 

In summary, it is recommended that Mr. Lizak be allowed a time extension 
for accomplishing the work directed in your communication of Sept. 22, 
1965 and that this extension be thru Friday, October 15, 1965. 

Respectfully submitted, 
/ ■ / 

Georgfe H. McDonnell '*"" 

County Hydraulic Engineer 
GHM/mbf 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. SAYON 

TIGHE 
zBOND 



CIVILIAN ITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 



CD Palmer 
July 26, 1965 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

On Thursday, July 2Z, 1965, the undersigned drove along Warren Street in 
Palmer and noted that a dam has been constructed on Kings Brook just up- 
stream of the headwall of a twin culvert that passes under Warren Street. 

The dam consists of an earth embankment and a concrete spillway. The 
embankment has been built in two sections, one to the right of the spillway 
about 175 ft. in length and the other to the left of the spillway about 100 ft. 
in length. The concrete masonry spillway has a height at the downstream 
face of the abutment wall of 10. 7 ft. It is 11.2 ft. in width and contains 
stoplogs within 6" of the top of the masonry walls and the adjacent earth 
embankment sections. 

Nowhere in my records do I find that any plans or specifications were filed 
and approved for the dam as constructed. 

The pond formed by the dam is sizeable and from an estimate of the surface 
area I have concluded that between two million gallons and three million 
gallons of water are stored. 

There is a sign at the dam that would indicate that the structure is owned by 
Campers Country Club, Division of Heritage Hills Farm. 

The capacity of the spillway is grossly inadequate for the drainage area 
involved. Should heavy runoff conditions occur, it is the opinion of the 
undersigned that water will top the earth embankment and the dam will be 
breached. Breaching of the dam could cause the loss of Warren Street. 
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Because of the quantity of water stored 3 debris in sizeable quantities might 
be washed along with the released water to cause damage to the Massachusetts 
Turnpike further to the south and to State Highways Route 67. 

It is recommended that the Owner of the dam be directed to drain the pond 
and breach the dam until such time as plans and specifications for a proper 
structure are filed, approved and a proper dam constructed. 

Very truly yours, 

/ , I i i ,;■■ ' //' 

, ''U-t4 i Cc - A/--M't l " AM py^^^C 

"'GeorgeFH. McDonnell 3 ~ 

County Hydraulic Engineer 

GHM/mb 
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CIVIL, SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



,.'■ Jt' BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 

J HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

*- TEL.JEFFERSON 3-3991 

/;.:>" CD Palmer 

August 20, 1965 

The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
52 State Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Reference is made to my communication of July 26, 1965, relative to the 
unauthorized darn on Kings Brook just upstream of the headwall of a twin 
culvert that passes under Warren Street, in Palmer and to your letter of 
July 28, 1965, written to Mr. John Lizak. 

On Friday, August 6, 1965, the undersigned received a telephone call from 
a Mr. Sturtevant, a member of the Corporation or group that owns and 
operates the Division of Heritage Hills Farm that built and apparently owns 
the dam. Mr. Sturtevant requested that the undersigned meet with him on 
Tuesday, August 10, at 10:30 AM for the purpose of reviewing the matter 
of this unauthorized dam and determining how the structure could be altered 
to meet the requirements of a safe dam. 

The undersigned went to Palmer at 10:30 A. M. on the appointed day but, 
Mr. Sturtevant did not show up. However, Mr. Lazak did come to the dam 
site and the undersigned spent some time with him reviewing the problem 
and pointing out that since the dam was on a drainage area considerably in 
excess of one square mile, the dam must be built in accordance with proper 
plans and specifications. 

I pointed out to Mr. Lizak that the main problem at the dam is the inadequate 
spillway capacity. He agreed to increase the spillway and, as a result of 
our conference, he will raise the entire dam embankment and the spillway 
sidewalls a distance of four feet holding the crest of the spillway at its 
present elevation. In this way flood waters can pass the dam without over- 
topping the embankment sections. 

I pointed out to Mr. Ltizak that my recommendation of an additional 6 ft. of 
freeboard was based upon a rough calculation and that he should obtain the 
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services of a qualified engineer to prepare drawings and specifications 
of the alterations to the dam and that in doing this work, the Engineer 
should accurately compute the necessary spillway freeboard height. I 
also pointed out that plans of the earth embankment sections, together 
with specifications must be prepared and filed. 

Mr. Lizak agreed that within the next 30 days he will have engineering 
drawings prepared of the dam as it will be altered, together with the 
required specifications and will file them with your Board. If this is 
done, and raising of the dam is accomplished in accordance with approved 
plans and specifications, the structure will be capable of passing flood 
flows in advance of heavy Fall rains. 

As now existing, should a hurricane storm occur, the dam will be washed 
out. 

It is recommended that Mr. Lizak be given the 30 -day time limit in 
which to file the plans and specifications and that if they are not filed 
with your Board by that time, then action should be taken under Chapt. 253 
of the General Laws to breach the dam and make it safe. 

Respectfully submitted 

George H. McDonnell ~ 
GHM/cmb County Hydraulic Engineer 
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Stephen A. Moynahan 



October 29, 1969 



Highway Department 
Town of Palmer 
Palmer, Massachusetts 

Attention: Superintendent of Highways 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, et seq. of 
the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to inspection, condi- 
tion and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby advised 
that the small pond which is controlled by the culvert inlet under Spring- 
field Road, westerly of Three Rivers at the outlet of Sasur Pond, has re- 
cently been inspected by our Engineer and your attention is called to the 
following conditions noted and recommendations made by him. 

"This is a dam formed by the town road leading to Ludlow. 
The mass of the road is very large and the width of the em- 
bankment is thus great in relation to the vertical height. 

The intake structure of this small pond was o. k. It was re- 
latively free of debris at the crest and water level in storage 
was at the normal spillway crest elevation. Debris down in the 
intake at the culvert entrance should be removed. 

In the opinion of the undersigned, the dam is safe. " 

The condition as noted and reported by the County Hydraulic Engineer where- 
in debris is down inside the spillway structure and at the inlet to the culvert 
entrance, is called to your attention for whatever action you wish to take in 
cleaning out the culvert. It would. seem adviseable to clean any debris from 
the culvert entrance so that there will not be any reduction in capacity of the 
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culvert to carry off storm flow under the roadway. 

If you have any questions in connection with the above recommendation, 
please do not hesitate to call upon us. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

BY: 



Central Massachusetts Electric Dam aka Blanchardville Dam 




1933 Palmer 

Dam located on Quaboag Hiver & Ware Hiver . See also: County Highways (P aimer) - "Dam on 
Quaboag Hiver - Palmer &Monson Electric Company" - choii6±. 



City/Town 



Falmer 



Dam 



Central Massachusetts Electric Dam 



Dam 



Blanchardville Dam 



Name 



Central Massachusetts Electric Company 



Water 



Quaboag River 



Water 



Ware River 



II© jf 1&, 1932 
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Central Massachusetts Electric Company 

Main Street 
Palmer, Massachusetts 

May 17, 1933 



County Commissioner, 
County of Baiapden t 
Springfield, Mass, 
Dear Sirs 

We wisk to acknowledge your letter of May 10 in. 
regard to our Blanehardville daa» 

The work in connection with these repairs will 
he undertaken just as soon as "bids have been received and we 
are authorised *by our Boston Office t» go ahead. 

Yery truly yours* 



J dim W* Gale 
/ Manager 
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Central Massachusetts Electric Company 

465 North Main Street 
Palmer, Massachusetts 



October 22^ 1942 



County Commissioners 

County of Hampden 

Spring fields Massachusetts 



Attention* Mr* Thomas J« Costello, Chrraru 



ffontlesiem 



In connection with your letter of September Z advising 
us of the leakage through th© timber dam in falmer, we have 
examined this dsoi several times rather thoroughly in past years 
to determine the cause of leakage* Several years agOj, we uneoYored 
the face of the dam and found a hole had been knocked Into the 
upstream face* This was repaired and cOTered» 

The leakage that still exists has been noted and from 
tin® to time we will make checks as to whether or not any condition 
develops that would warrant attention. 

We appreciate your p&ssiag your coanrtost on s horwenyar, and 
assure you that we are oh© eking this dsai frora time to time* 






"Very truly yours, 



W. Gale 
Manager 





y ^ J~V' 



iS'lr i 



HSNS9S 



%©st-i©fi is salli 
efiiieatit Masts ens 






4sm t 



e*rli spi.Ili 



■11 » % tin ass 11 ** 



iSS¥l$:S 



yea ssg.y *e-8£re will lie furnished % ? this office apon r*qa*st, 

C03BTY coKgiasiossas 



CEMIiAL IVlASSACHTJSKl^rS Kl JECrrR IC COMPANY 

465 North Main Street 
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itent-ions Thomas J, Coc'tellOj C'hr 



In reference to your letter of October Z s 
this is -bo advise that the ;vork in connection, with re pair A ~u- 
the leak st our PleiiehardT/ille |}sm s hfi.s been completed. 







Copy of this letter 
sent to James L. Tighe s 
County Hydraulic Engineer. 



Crawford Dam 



MI57 Palmer 
Proposal for dam. 



City/Town 



Falraer 



Dam 



Crawford Dam 



Name 



Crawford. James M 



Streets 



Mason Street 



CD-Palmer 
April 15, 1957 



Mr. James M. Crawford , 
P. 0, Box. 63 
Palmer t Mass. 

D@ar Sir: 

fills letter will ccsifirm our conversation and conference of 
%>ril 11, 195? In Palmer , at the sit® of your proposed dam 
located easterly of Has on Street. I ha¥e also received your 
letter dated March 28, 1957 containing a topographic map show- 
lag the general locution of the proposed dam ? together with 
a profile showing various sections of the daa end water depths 
1b the proposed pond. 

Th® proposed dam is to be an earth structure with ac ■ around 
the end spillway. A s called for oa the profile the height 
Sf fell© dam ateof© the stream level is to be a maximum 9 ft. -11 In. 
^h© quantity of Meter to b© isapoiaii&sd behind th© dam is con- 
siderably less than ese mill ion gallons, fh© drainage area In- 
w&lw&d. is a v«ry ssiall fraction ©f a square mile. In faot, the 
stream that is to feed the pond Is fery small and originates- in 
the- iissfedlst© vicinity from numerous springs. It i : s estimated 
that tlie drainage area does not equal one-fourth of a squars 
mile aud prohably is sub st ant i ally less than this area. 

Simoe the daa, as proposed, villi not be 1 &.rge ©nought t© come 
within th© limits of the General X»-a*f s© as to place the structure 
under the ^qrisdletion ©f the Couatj C gskbI-s si oners, it Mill not 
h© neeegsary for you to file plans and specif i cations ©f th© 
proposed construct I an with th© County Goisml.ssloners. Should yau 
deeld© to increase the height of your daa to an ©legation where- 
by the top of th© structure will b© more than 10 ft. above the 
stream bed, plans and specifications would then b© required t© 
he filed with the County Commissioners; in accordance with the 
General Law. 

If w© can be of any further service to you, please do not hesi- 
tate to call on us. 

Very truly yours 



George H. 'Mc^oSnelT" 

GHM/cmb County Hydraulic Engineer 
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CD-Palmer 
April 15, 195? 



Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 
Elm Street 
Springfield, Mass. 

Gentlemen! 



Enclosed please find a copy of a communication 
sent to Mr. James M. Crawford, in Palmer, regarding a dam 
that he proposes to build on his property in Palmer. , 1 
have examined the site of the dam and have examined the 
preliminary drawing of the proposed structure and find 
that the dam is less than 10 ft. in height, that the 
quantity of water to be stored will be substantially less 
than one million gallons * and that the drainage area in- 
volved is insignificant being less than one«fourth of a 
square mile. 



T he c out ent s of 
self explanatory. The copy 
record purposes. 



the letter to 
of the letter 



Mr* Crawford are 
is sent you for 



ruly yours 




£^ 



Enc. 
GKM/cmb 



McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



l.uppi Dam 

1^33 Palmer 

Located on Gates Brook at the outlet of Lake Thompson. 



City/Town 



Falmer 



Dam 



Name 



Water 



Luppi Darn 
Luppi, DA 
Gates Brook 



Water 
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Diamond Match Company Dam fka Self- Locking Carton Company Dam fka Co Igan-Sherttian Dam 




i$3 6 Palmer 

Dam located on the. Ware Hiver , upstream from the company plant in Thorndike. 



City/Town 



Falraer 



Dam 



Self- Locking Carton Company Dam 



Dam 



Diamond Match Company Dam 



Dam 



Colgan- Sherman Upper Dam 



Name 



Self- Locking Carton Company 



Name 



Diamond Match Company 



Name 



Colgan- Sherman, Inc 



Water 



Ware River 
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GENERAL OFFiCeS-589 E. ILUNQiS ST. 
C HiCAGO U, U. S. A. 




Division of 
GENERAL PACKAGE 

TEL. PALMER 930 — P. O. BOX 230 MO'lDED EGG CARTONS 

MAIL REPLY TO ABOVE ADDRESS 




PALMER, MASS. 



November 29, 1954 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Comity of Hampden 

Office of the County Coiamissioners 

3? ELm- Street 

Springfield^ Massachusetts 

Gentlemen % 

With reference to your letter of November 10, 1954 ^®- 
garding recommendations made for correction of weir plate whioh 
had broken away from the concrete wall, we msh to advise that 
work suggested has been completed as of November 22 s 1954* 

Yery truly yoursj 

SELF-LOCKING CARTON CO. 




Howard C. Bedson 



HCBsark 



Superintend ent 



Copy of this letter mailed to 

George H. McDonnell, County Hydraulic Engineer, 

on December 2, 195^. 



GENERAL OPP!CES~539 £. ILLINOIS ST. 
CHICAGO !i, U, S, A. 




TEL. PALMER 330 P. O BOX 230 

MAIL REPLY TO ABOVE ADDRESS 



„cLZtu~—id.m and (fdie -fice' 

MOLDED EGG CARTONS 



PALMER, MASS. 

July 111, 1955 



CoranomeaLth. of Massachusetts 
Office of the County GomraissioBers 
37 Elm Street 
Springfield, Mass, 

Gentlemen; 

With regard to your letter of July 6th concerning the hole in 
our earth dike as well as a small leak around the right end of our 
weir, we xcLsh to advise that this work is conipleted as per your 
instructions . 



Very truly yours , 
SELF-LOCKDB CAHTQH CQMPAHY 



HB/cii5 



Howard C, Bedson 
Superintendent 



'#.4*** 



of this letter mailed t© 
George H. McDonnell, County Hydraulic 
Engineer,, on July IS, 1955* 
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taps ei« mt.ll> fe« §#»sferi«it«ii §m t jf$@& lifts mist $«i§i^paiiti*f & stemstsiNi 
'«» % l#IM m&a am! tuff y«MM&« tf&sK&d b« ©totaled. 



'*V'' C *. r ' e - ca *? J - ny: ** J >* -•'• * l '° k *-~ ~' ■"' t-oStitc.: tz * ;a,> 
'"- u - «* ^ Xl * -« *- *'«* ( 3M^« ^t- u- /4t. j j, "X ** J «,^i4.v. vo riprap this. 
area with heavy stone ^proximately 2 feat In fcl^sknaae* itech stone Is to 
o-a approxiaifi.taly 1/5 to 1/lj. cuble y&rd and this atone rirn-^ is to be g& 

■luctf " ^e ss (;a\^ -« nr- use' «*:>,.,£ >u »r. *": ic 12,: t-ivrfc, ,w won ,.., » th» 

.%.-■*■■- * ^* ,p'Spas*i wji'lc «!,&© iiicjiiMssit : Wm pstpsii? gf tl» #agi«^Iy ilea 

ASiti^La;^ ja,a;d. tii^il t*i«? s%rot ,; k proposer; nil.! lj© fii.,%Iai i: iil > .3»|- aes® 

,bafe¥y rlpr&p,Li->g m,s &t>on*> _p&vlng s*s i-eeararacmdsu Ler- odsali&¥» will b# in» 
iXWiK L' - > , .,'T 1 ., *.',, urjuc-r,: .-tx, i^o.i-ui'i, tilmt ti» plait; tM sp#@i- 

Iwj fer^Jy ya-iiFS 



allheals 



'O'-^Mt^^S^dr atLlIc Engine er 



CD Palmer 
August 2 t 19$^ 



a@aei».al Package Division 
Diamond Ifefeeti Gmapmij 
F* 0® Bsx 239 

Palmer,, Maesaohusett® 

■Seat! ©sens 

E@e©at inaj?f©tkm@ mcl© at fefe,.© sit-e of your dam 
■or Mare Ei?®i?» Jttst upstreaa from jour pi sat, la fhornaik® 
slio'w that repairs t© ill© left afeutasent wall ka¥e been mad© 
with cunlfce ^ S J s*J3*£&©ing th© dry sid« ©f the &&»ts@sfe and 
by ..gs»sa$f tig Kfa®. #gsitr*l portion of tfas wall . It Is apparent 
IH&& 7:5 a i-dll 5-r^bybl;' fe#gln tli® esast^metion of fehs t®ap~ 
■QW.rn.wf: iilc©- Is fells ja@s;r future aM w@ «£sh to ©all you attest™ 
fe:i©& t& $&» f set: timt this di&» should be oonsti*uete4 of 
lai?ge gfc&tjs aai pa^t-Iculaa? afctejafeiswa siaDtals b@ gi¥<s» to tfca 
glueing ©f the «t'ort» so tb«t t&e <3£k« itself will b® reason* 
afifiy s§a&© sad a#t as a spillway ©¥©s tbangfa. it might b® 
©■rei^tsppsa la sa extr@se fl©©i. 

S0nsld&x*afel@ leaicag© was sated at %h% tans® of 
tfe© abmtmeiit wall near th& MpBtwmBm mmd ©f th© wall, This 
leakage ioe-g not Sean s seisms freii 6 saJ"@-ty vls«fslat and 
wiies tha -dike is ©Qaatinicti&ct tb© gfeoa® ©aastrus'feioii Mill g>r«- 
¥#at' tfi@ motifaaisfe of any- sell aad tfass tb.# iia&raliiiag of the 
wall o# the dike itself* Tb» material in the plv@rb®€ .la 
sacfer^a©ly porous la nature &a4 ©oactitions am §«,.e!i tiiat It 
nould p?0fe&bif fee Siffieylt and #xp©»siv@ to ©asferol the ■ 
l©afcag#* 

Periodic iaspsetloais will toe mad® of t,im tills® 
and If you fa&v© ©aj cusestioa regarding e 00 s feme t ion proo@dar©» 
pleas© do not hesttatt to- contact the undersigned* 

Very trial j yours 



George H* MeDonnell 

GHM/eiab Oonaty HydrauLl© Engineer 



Oct* 31, 195^ 



^yt^Jj-ss 
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■§eiitl#i»ii 












S'j£*frif"-S-S«ff ■? 






iliis@ssiisi 












3© €H 
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llils JEI? 



:tt^^S * 



iiy MitifeS^iml infetsa.%i«B desired ®n Oils setter will be 

Werj truly yssrs, 

SOXBS -OF SSWfl SOffiaSSJGlllS 



GENERAL OFFICES 
CHICAGO 11. U. S. A. 



Division 
The Diamond Match Company 
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TEL. PALMER 930 - P. O. BOX £30 

PALMER, MASSACHUSETTS 

MAIL ft^PLY TO ABOVE! ADDRESS 



January 3 > 1957 



Office of the County Commissioner's 
3? Elm Street 
Springfield,, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen; 

With reference to your letter of October 31, 1956 in 
which you made certain recommendations concerning our lower dam 
and dike^ we wish to advise that this work was completed on or 
about December 10 s 1956. 



We trust that you will find everything in a satisfact- 



ory conditions 



Very truly yours , 

GENERAL PACKAGE DIVISION 
The Diamond Match Gompany 



HCBiark 



^7 



Hox^ard C * Bed son 
Plant Manager 



Gopy of this letter mailed to George H, McDonnell, 
County Hydraulic Engineer, on January 4*, 1957* 



Aug. 19* 195? 

Ssaeral Faeteag© Di^Isioa 
Biaaosd Sat- eta Soapaay 
fstliitiV Mass. 

Mt-J Biiglaea^iag B.©pt. 

€l©&tl.eaa@aa.f 

jFfee Ij&llesfilag Mil emxHma tfee ¥©i*fesi. r@sQina©adati©as glir©ii 
fe^ tliss iiH<l:@.i*sigBei m Awg. § # !§S? at tli@ time ©f ios:fseetimg 
j^wa? -&^gm? #aa .gel tiie sit# if* yeas* pLatst la Paiiaep. 

fl» aajasi ^pillMaj- str^-tar© was ®M@m$.xm4. nsd It w©u3d appear 
as If she e&p sterner of the spillway ©•ye-rfl-OH bave m®r&& qu& 
a&d .p^#feg&% have mm*& aaff ieienttij fco i»e*pitF€> fcfeeli 1 feeing 
&&®&t ia- their .pf*@p©? : laesMajas. Stem tls®g# ©mp st©s©s are 
3*«aeft a . it: weald ft® wall t© cirill tlira. the .sstsaes Into tla© -osier- 
tyiisg stasis- so-orsas sad to 4©w@l the cap sfeeaaes t© tke uade#» 
lying stools- Bms©&fy. 

B$&h sbafemssfc »ails S©waste 4 @&Bi @f Mi© e&sal spillway ai*® in 
E@:ei ©f : i?i!|>g;fep§ eM BiainteBBja©-©:. Htsr© are ?#Mg in the walls 
wlte-re stcMlss &$>■& missing and some -&t the sto&e-g hate sagg@# oat 
fgf lil&# aaa gips^i®-* Efe® sissing .stea&.-s skoaM be TmplM&mS-^m': . : 
the canity a&*is@i by their F^sswsl stfesoid fee filled wit& : & g@©€ 
gfBfe sf w&li paefeei e©Bt©;P©i:e* 

The ffiaia $aia spillway was ©xasiaed* fb.© ©©arse aggr@gdt& of 
tiaes ..g-aiepeie is e^pesad sad %h& t iBeg Hits, tii©- ©#ia©at aatr© b@es 
w&sfeel ©at &€m semmA fciae sfeaaes «f fcfe© eeaame aggregate. Al- 
most 'the entli?© fa0@ or t&@ dfeas' laas eip©a@*i la this faisbf® aiaS 
t&e striae fea?« .shoal i fee repaired bef©*!*© ©F©:gi@a contlBuas fw-- 
tker and tti© sitBitfeiea Meoams m#r# .swi.£re*s# flit? repair* to this 
overflow iam at tkis time might Sis i&aash less ©a:p©asl¥e tb&m at a 
later dat® Hfeen nor© ©f ttee eomerste b&s ©^oisd and tlie eoa3?ge 
aSg?©gat® bas be@a washed -ant ©afeirelj* 

It Is reeQim©3aa©<a tbat th.e a©eessaFy repaips to tfee canal spill- 
way cap st©a®s s t© tfe© afeataeat walls of t&e caaal spillMay and 
t© the surf a©@ <©f the aaia dais be Included 1,b y©nr jaalstajjanee 
pi?@g^aa as sooa as p#ssltol0. It «anM B&mm. sa-rlsable t© do the 
necessary work is 19^7* pa?l©r to the e&ld wlatei« v ':»©at ! la©i'« Delay 



-2- 



©f the work aiitil a lat@r date, such as affcor tti© winter 
months, maj Ptsult in so 1 ? w®i>k feeing 3?©qnlr©4 and tli© 
«s©st fek&reof sight "b© Ja&3?©&3©et aeoordixiglj* 



¥©Ff truly your i 






OSl/mfe 



WAT£R SUPPLY 

SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 



TIGHE&BOND, Inc. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

BOWERS AND PEQUDT STREETS 

HDLYQKE, MASSACHUSETTS 
Tel. JEfferson 3-3991 

George H. McDonnell 
Philip W. Sheridan 



DAMS & POWER INSTALLATIONS 
HIGHWAYS £ BRJDGES 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
WASTE DISPOSAL 



V~) Pf 



- 1 - 7; -*-/'.- 



■i'ne iioru on.e board, oj: County Commissi oners 
Eaamden County Court House 



' p 'O..Ugi, J. 

-entlsme 



u 
eld * Ms. s s s. c b.us e'fc t ; 



Enclosed please find a copy of a coimnunicatlon sent to 
the General package Division of the Diamond Match 
regarding an inspection of their dam and canal made on 






-~ugusa oai • 



ne c on - 



or tnis 



\j L'^J. cxj r ~ Kj 



Conditions at this dam and cana! 



no' 



r, p p- t 1 i nih 



OUhain 



W d-,.L I/ci^l'u U'i 



:>rderlns 



T f^ !"■* It "h ^ t >~ r? rl •-> i-~i io. 

■■ ^ J. J^> L<vv -i. 1j->5 UvJ-J.'-y £ 



simply Pec oiiimencuj_n/d; z'ae work o< 



'-.A l w , ^,J.C 



ois Liias s 



ie o cm 



J CJ-L X V CL 



Llows the present conditions to continue 



mucti longer, one coso 



can Decome con- 



Very 



x ' LiX V v Uj? 3 




CD falser 
F@b e 21+ 9 195S 



0@neral Paokag© Blvfslon 
Diamond Match. Coiapaly 
P. 0. lax: 230 
F alitor, Ma-s-a . 

Atti D. R, Gibbs, 

Milntenanc® Stapt. 

Ssntlaiaem 

i#-f@r0ncf® Is laad© to yowr letter ©I s F»fe, 19, 19f?3 pert&in- 

i : iig.:-t : #: t.k© soap® of the -work and th© specifications in 
■Gonn&Qtion With tfcte minfcen&Roe ©f jour <3&m and ril»fc»d 
facilities* 

Ja regard to resetting and anchoring th» capstones on the 

omnftl sFlIl^aj, the steel d©w#ls tb&t are to fee grouted 
Is fiiu@© should fee sp© tlfi® d. &3 to number to fe© certain 
t&&t the capstones &r© adequately anchored, 4s I recall, 
tin© capstone® the»s©lvss ap© not too large a&d consequently 
tw© sr tiar@® dow©ls per at ©a®- will probablj b<§ smf flotsnt . 

fi$® specifications and deaoription of the work s®em satis- 
factory In all respects, Mill you kindly notify the unfi®r-> 
signed wla@a th® work pr@©«»©ds s© that an inspection can be 
mad© fr©m tiis© to tiiae and a. report placed oa fll® In oon- 
neetion with this matter, 

¥®ry traly yours . 



County Hydraulic Engineer 



CD Palmar 
Feb, 2$ s 1958 



th® Hon. feiaf Board of County ComMisalon©^® 
Hampden County Court Hoaa© 
11a Street 

Springfield, Mas s . 

<Jentl®m«nj 

laei©s@4 please find a copj of a communication from 
%M© geifefrral Package Division of the Diamond Match 
GompBtiiy- la relation to certain maintenance and repair 
wiottte-io £« done at their dam and ©anal facilities in 
titer Tkorndlk® section of Pelm©r. TJa© undersigned has 
peilewea this work in tto field with represent ati¥®s 
of tM»' ©oajpany and r@o ©aaaenda t ions regarding thla work 
wi^'d- s#iit to the. company by jrour Board following re- 
esipt of our Inspection report, 

Bnolosed also is a copy of say communication to the 
fitaiicnii Match Company, @©naral Package Division. In- 
sect ions of the proposed work' will b© mad® from time 
t© tlm© and a report ©n.tla© work submitted for fii© 
purposes either during the work or after it lias b@©n 
completed depending upon conditions as til® work pro» 
gr®sa@s e 

Very truly yours 



en "§ir^i™*i7™lo^oiniTr™" 

GHM/emb CfituBty v -BydpauHc Engineer 



Division 






THE DIAMOND MATCH COMPANY 



l^^gp^^i^Pi; 



*PW> 



• ED ESG GAKTQMS 



TEL FALMSg fSS - ft C. BOX S» 

PALMER, MASS^SHUSETTi 
hail asPiv to AiO¥E Assaeni 



February 19, 195>8 



Mr, George H, McDonald 
Tighe & Bond 
HolyokSj, Mass . 

Dear Sir; 

In regard to the letter from the Hampden County Commissioners dated 
Peeember 31$ 1957 relative to your inspection of our dams in Thorndike on the 
Ware Ri-rer^ we would like to submit the following specifications for your 
approval . 



SCOPE OF WORK: 

^e^o^~to~¥e dons on the main dam involves all sections of the spillway j, 

starting h* below the crest on the upstream face up over the crest and down 

the spillway to the toe of the dam e 

The work to be don© on the canal spillway involves the reinforcing of the old 

stone cap and the GUNITING of the Gate structure and both abutments „ 

SALIFICATIONS - Item 1-Kain Dam Spillway. 

1-Remove all spailed disintegrated concrete down, to good solid concrete by 

pneumatic chipping hammers « 
2~bandblast and waten^att i,r.e en Lire spillway area to be GUNITED, 
3 -Drill holes in sound concrete and insert 30" on centers, both directions and 

insert l/a x 2 s expansion anchors „ 
Ij-L&y electrically welded isfire mesh 5 size If 1 x k" s #12 #12 , over the entire 

spillway area attaching mesh to expansion anchors . All joints of mesh to 

lap by at least four (u) inches arid securely tied to anchor bolts. 
5-Iiwediately before GLTNITINC, waterblast entire area to remove dust,, loose 

material and other forcing rr;atter a 
6-Apply G'JNITE in two or more coats ^ mixed in the proportions of one (1) 

part standard Portland cement and four and one-half (u-l/2) parts of clean, 

sharp and well graded sand to a thickness of 2-1/2". Screed to line and 

finish with a steel trowel „ 



Mr. George H, McDonald -2- February 19, 1958 



bPEGIFTCATIOHS^teKj^^ 

i-Jack capstone in nlace, , ,. . 

2-Drill holes down "through each top capstone and half way tnrough granite block 

below, 
3-Insert Vl±" steel dowels in holes and grout in place. 
L-Clean out open joints in gate structure and abutment wails by sandblasting 

and waterb lasting . + r „,n n « a n 

^-^ply GimTTE to all open joints in gate structure and aou^ents sealing all 
open"" joints and cor.solid-tir.f the strjc-s-re. 



Thank you for your prompt attention. 



Sincerely., 




'A 



■<i 



i. ii. Gibbs 

'.aintenance Juperintendenl 



BEC-/eram 



WATER SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 



TIGHE & BOND, Inc. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

BDWERS AND PEQUDT STREETS 

HOLYDKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Tel. JEfferson 3-3991 

George H. McDonnell 
Philip W. Sheridan 



DAMS & POWER INSTALLATIONS 
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
WASTE DISPOSAL 



CD Palmer 
Feb* 2$ % 195' 8 



The Hon. the: Board of County Commissioners 

Hampden County Coisrt House 

Elm Street 

Spr 1 ng f I a Id s Ma sg, 

Gentle mens 



Enclosed plea 
the General V 
Company In re 
work to be do 
the Thorndike 
reviewed this 
of the compan 
were sent to 
ceipt of our 



se find a copy of a communication from 
ackage Division of the Diamond Match 
lation to certain maintenance and repair 
ne at their dam and canal facilities in 

section of Palmer. The undersigned has. 

work in the field with- representatives 
y and recommendations regarding this work 
the company by your Board following re- 
inspection report o 



Enclosed also is a copy of my communication to the 
Diamond Match Company^ General Package Division,, In- 
spections of the proposed work will be made from time 
to time and a report on the work submitted for file 
purposes either during the work or after it has been 
completed depending upon conditions as the work pro- 
gresses „ 

Very truly yours 



encs „ 
GHM/cmb 




County;. ■Hydraulic Engineer 



WArTER SUPFlLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 



TIGHE&BQND, Inc. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

BOWERS AND PEQUDT STREETS 

HDLYDKE, MASSACHUSETTS 
TEL. JEffehsdN 3-3991 

George H. McDonnell 
Philip W. Sheridan 



DAMS S POWER INSTALLATIONS 
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
WASTE DISPOSAL 



CD Palmer 



Dec. 27, 1957 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 
Springfield, Mass. 

Gentlemen: 

Recent inspection of dams in the Town of Palmer has now completed the inspec- 
tion routine in this community and all darns have been examined one or more 
times during 1957, The following is a report on the condition of the various 
dams in the Town of Palmer. 

A. Central Mass. Electric Co. Dam 

This structure formerly located on Quaboag River just south of the main- 
line tracks of the Boston and Albany Railroad and of Highway Route #20 
has been completely removed by the owner. No obstruction is now loca- 
ted at the site of this abandoned dam. 

B. V. V. McNitt Dam 



Maintenance and repair work has been carried on at this structure. The 
concrete walls of the dam and spillway have been repaired and the spillway 
chute has been reinforced by improving the footings with new concrete. 
Conditions at this dam are satisfactory. 

C. Hinkson Paper Co. Dams 

These dams are located to the east of Breckenridge Street and are down- 
stream from the Palmer Water Works Reservoirs. There are three dams 
in all, one located downstream and two located upstream of the mill build- 
ings. The lower dam has been breached for years and a free waterway exists 
for the passage of flood flows. The middle dam was found to be satisfactory 
when last inspected. The Upper of the three dams has been abandoned for 
some time and the wash out that occurred in 1955 has never been repaired. 
Conditions at these three dams are satisfactory from a safety viewpoint. 



D. Palmer Fire District #1 Upper Dam. 

This dam. is satisfactory. Flashboards were found to be in. place on the 
spillway. 

E. Palmer Fire District #1 Lower Dam 



The freeboard at this dam is being increased by raising the earth embank- 
ment of the dam. This will increase the safety of the structure and will 
aid in preventing overtopping during time of heavy runoff. The work was 
■being carried on when last inspected on Dec. 16, and was being done in a 
satisfactory and workmanlike manner. 

F. Holbrook Pool Dam 



This structure is still breached as the result of the August, 1955 flood and 
a satisfactory waterway remains for the passage of flood flows. 

G. Holbrook Pool Upper Dam 

This structure is still breached as the result of the August, 1955 flood and 
a satisfactory water-way remains for the passage of flood flows. 

H. Mongo Dam (Palmer Ice Co. ) 

Conditions at this dam are the same as previously reported. The dam is 
in safe condition however, the inlet to the overflow contains a grill that 
could be blocked by debris and in time of flood the pond could overflow on 
Shearer Street with flood waters passing under the Toll Highway at the access 
road bridge. Recommendations were previously made to have a paved 
channel built adjacent to the roadway for the purpose of carrying any over- 
flowing water. No construction of this type has been done by the Toll Authority. 

I. Thorndike Fire and "Water District Dams 



Upper Dam This structure is in very good condition. The area has been 
well maintained and the spillway of the dam as well as the earth embankment 
is satisfactory. 

Lower Dam This dam is in very good condition. 

J. Lake Thompson Dam 

Conditions at this dam were found to be satisfactory. 



K, Palmer Town Farm Dam 

There is a completely new dam new under construction at the site of the 
old dam. The dam has a 12" concrete core wall with a stoplog spillway- 
located in the central section. Earth fill is to be placed on both the up- 
stream and the downstream side of the concrete core wall. A 4" drain 
extends thru the dam structure. The height of the structure is 8 ft. and 
the quantity of water to be ponded is negligible. Consequently, since the 
drainage area is only 2/10 of a square mile, this dam does not come un- 
der County jurisdiction. 

L. State Fish Hatchery Dams 

Upper Dam Conditions at this dam were found to be satisfactory. 

Lower Dam Plans are being made for improvement to the spillway capa- 
city of this dam. The spillway is situated just upstream of the highway fill 
carrying Route #32. It is proposed by the Dept. of Public Works to build a 
large culvert under the highway to replace the existing structure. In build- 
ing this new culvert the spillway at the dam will be enlarged. Conditions 
now existing at this dam are satisfactory pending the new construction. 
Plans of the new construction are to be filed with your Board. 

M. Forest hake Dam 



This dam is in the same general condition as reported previously and thus 
is satisfactory for the present time. 

N. Duda Dam (formerly Midura) 

Conditions at this dam were found to be satisfactory. 
O. Textile Printing Co. Upper Dam 

Conditions at this dam are satisfactory. 
P. Textile Printing Co. Lower Dam 

Conditions at this dam are satisfactory. 

Q. Self-Locking Carton Co. Upper Dam 

This dam was inspected and a report submitted in August of 1957. At that 
time it was pointed out that certain improvements and repair work are 
needed at the canal spillway and at the main dam. It was also pointed out 
that the left abutment should be watched for any progressive failure from 
the end that has cracked and settled. It is my understanding that the repair 
work is to be included in the budget request of the local plant and the carrying 



out of the recommendations will probably be done in the coming winter 
or during 1958. This dam will be inspected from time to time to be 
certain that needed work is not delayed. As of the time of the last in- 
spection on Dec. 16, the dam was satisfactory though still in need of the 
previously outlined maintenance work. The dike was found to be satis- 
factory. 

B » Self- Locking C arton Co. Lower Dam 

Large trees and brush growth on the earth dike downstream of this dam 
should be cut down and the dike kept clear of vegetation. 

S. New England Power D am (Otis Co. Dam) 

This dam was found to be in satisfactory condition. Flashboards were 
still in place on the dam. 

T. Sosur Dam 



This dam is formed by the head works of the highway culvert under Spring- 
field Street. Conditions at this structure are satisfactory from a dam safety 
viewpoint. 

Respectfully submitted, 




^n^MM^- — 



ieorge H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



; 



Dec. 31, if.57 



Tk&rmS&k® .» Mas. s . 

la as'e&r'&sce witfe the pt-omsm&s ef Chapter 2 S3, S&etiem 4.5, @t &es|. ©f the 

.aiw& saletf #1 lite -ia.Bas of Itsmpdea Csrasaiy, yaa are berebf aivis-ed tts&t your 
tliiiiis tocsfeit is Tfcsrsdifee @a fife Rives? feature reeeafly bees inspected &y 
ear E-sgises* asd. fear Miemti&m is called ia tte feli©wimg cssdifeioss noted 

MaJastesaac* work .at ystrr llppei" Ham as psasvioms'ly iiseas-sed witfe osr Ea- 
giseer in August ©f 1951 sis©mM be ■carried. @a and completed vitMi* tke aext 
j©« if itS all |»SBiM-e. 

At y©n.r Lawsr Bam all Ires growth,, ferssi and miseellasesiis vegeiatiea 
gxswiBg ©a. Ik® dike jest *l#wastrei*m sf the dam g-JaottM be cat eipwst &xtd re» 
mcrrecL Any fariiser imfsriHaatisa esaee-rsiag ikes® m&mMers wMeh f&u isay 
desire will' be laraislteci fey litis ©ffiee spaa request. 

Verf truly ysmrs* 

HAMPDEN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



Cteinsjyi 



Diamond National Corp Dam aka Diamond Match Company Dam 




MI57 Palmer 

Located on Ware River - lower dam known as No . 1 Mill Dam - upper dam known as No . it Mill Dam. 
Also See: Self- Locking Carton Company Dams, fka Colgan-Sherman Dams. 



City/Town 



Falmer 



Dam 



Diamond National Corp Dam 



Dam 



Diamond Match Company Dam 



Name 



Diamond Gardner Corp 



Name 



Self- Locking Carton Company 



Name 



Diamond Match Company 



Name 



Diamond National Corp 



Water 



Ware River 



GEORGE H. MC ODHNELL 
PHILIP W. SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAY ON 
TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 



TIGHE 8c BOND 

CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

BOWERS AND PEQUDT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 



CIVIL, SANITARY AND 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION 
ANO □ PERATI O N 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, 
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 



CD Palmer 
Nov. 5,1958 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 
37 Elm Street 
Springfield, Mass. 

Gentlemen: 

Reference is made to the letter from the Diamond Gardner Corp. 
addressed to your Board and dated Sept. 23, in connection with 
repairs to the dams and related facilities of that Corporation. 
The undersigned inspected both the Upper and Lower Dams as 
well as the related facilities on October 13, 1958. My report in 
connection -with these dams was submitted with the overall report 
on dams in Palmer dated Oct, 16, 1958. 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a communication sent to Mr. 
Bedson, Plant Manager of the Diamond Gardner Corp. in Palmer. 
The contents of this letter are self-explanatory. 

Very truly yours, 




McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/mb 



DIAMOND GARDNER CORPORATION 




GROWING FOR THE FUTURE 

MOLDED PULP PRODUCTION and ENGINEERING DIVISION 



PALMER MASS. PLANT 



GENERAL. OFFICES 
122 E. 42nd ST., NEW YORK 17, N. Y 



TEL. PALMER 930 -P. O. BOX 230 
PALMER, MASSACHUSETTS 

MAIL REPLY TO ABOVE ADDRESS 

(Formerly - Self-Locking Carton Co^Thorndike, Mass.) 



September 23, 1958 



Hampden County Commissioners 
Springfield.) Massachusetts 

Attention: William F. Stapieton, .Chairman 

Gentlemen : 

With reference to a letter received from your office dated 
December 31, 1957, we wish to advise that the maintenance work 
on our upper dam (sometimes referred to as #2 mill dam) has 
been completed. The maintenance work on our #2 canal spillway- 
has also been completed as of September 15, 19$g 

We presently have a erew of our own men cutting all the tree 
growth, brush and miscellaneous vegetation ©n our dike located 
at #1 mill, This work should all be completed within the next 
ten days or two weeks, and if your engineer wishes to make an 
inspection of our property any time after the next several 
weeks, I am sure all the work will be finished. 

Very truly yours, 

DIAMOND GARDNER CORPORATION 



HB/sb 

CC: George K. McDonnell 
Tighe & Bond 
Holyoke, Mass. 



Howard Bed son 
Plant Manager 



$.J%$04?^ i. 



Li. r>rown 
B. Gibbs 
E . Monat 



oopj of this letter sent to 
George H. McDonnell , County 
Hy&rauli© Engineer, ©n 
Sept. 24- f 195S. 



1 



CD Palme.? 
Nov. 5. 1958 



Passes?, Mass. 

Ati: iimmm &•<!•«», Plast E&giwmm 

Be&w Mr. HmdMrnmi 

I feave received a «tpf si your totter written la fh« County Ceixu»u«»iQn«*« ef 

Basipaea C«fitj iatei Sept. 2i, 1956, pemiftiag t© the work *«;«„ v^v ;,i ./*r 

iiita nasi c«a*l mem- jmrn »kaM "m P»ls«f. 

An bwpeetten of fans dans® «ad related I»cilitM»* was xnad* by th* i«i©i?sigf««l 
#» Irtonday, Qctgbei U t 1958. At that tixn* ftu» repair work to y*ur Upper Dun 
* t« tfea c*a*l *wl »piUw»y was exaxaiimg. At the Lew*? £»*m Out work of 

eI@JMfiag all hmmh tod tree growth from U» site tod tt«®u cumulate*!, Obi? re* 
p«wt t# tl» Ga»®ty CumBiiasiea®.^* as y*mi? d&m® nasi r«ist«i facilities is as 
fallow*: 

tlS SUSS W1I.IS li©IJilS IS &@ 

lias b®@m w«ll c©ver««i 
kpfsliecl witli ftli" gti&g. 

BIS CSSSi fep*M>Wilfjjf W@S"# 

sat ©I i#sfcsg# Is scetii'tiag 

Tfae Uft stone abutment of tfa* maia class wb»v setti# limft anii €s?&e * ll| l 
was pr*viou*ly aoU»d ia iliti is .fee j»«m« condition fat aM daaqproti* . 

Th® reek ilk® to tii* left ©I ttiii§ -dam €©ss.tra,ct## t© close S3» tenasii 
caii»«sl % tfi@ Hood *rf AuguM, WSS is in $mm condition. 

Bst^m^^g^^^^^^m^B^ X&« 4am was found to be ia 

s&tifiIa«torf e«§fti0au AM t*««'«m«i teiwii gi?@«ftli ©a tl» sasui dike 
ha* fe@«B-.«mt 4mm *s v*«amn»«ttd«tS.. Aa •xe*tt«at job ef removixtg 

IMs -gswwtli Its* -Immm imm, Tli© elite wan famwi I© li© la mMisi&ctmf 
c«iitt©fi, * s 



iMssMSsaSM 


■ *r; ' ... '- ■■. -. '.' . -, ;■:.-: 


sst itstcsiUsist C©H€iill 


ioa* 3:@ps,i;sr« t© tfe ©ve 


^scsaSly e#f?ipl#t«f 


I a»d ail ■•grirastgssl c«msc**#i 


and prsteetei witfe 


a as« layer sf €®a€«tt 




wstwaa ©f l 


i©*iilf3 to Ins is a#^i 




t«l» til® sigfafc »bi 


i$SI'JS®» @* %L t, - ^ ^^i -US. 


ib* t©«. I'M* is a 


st .seyldss- 



1 



.2- 



%%® ©©steitte extracted, ismn tiie ?®p©irt to t&# G^smisiieaers aj?« g®M->#*» 
pUuuttory. The u»dar*igiMd appreciates His last that you aotifi*# 111® Board 
M fse appi»<*mii»st® dale wlieis t&s mmimt^m,m.€-m mad yepai*' w«k wesM 1m sma-* 

if i can i« csl amy aissisiswc© te p» at aaf tiisi® ia the lutus-ts, pieim© ct© .net 
ht alfftt® t© call wem sit. 

f'ftry truly ysa.ri , 



Ge.ss*g« If, M«iB©tti§«gll 



GHfe/mb 



*» is 












B£B $f 



» * ■fe'feipftfe^ st% 1 si gs 3 1 &d fees 



'i-0% ffi-ffiflffi- 



li fciflll * Still Si fell 



Hi--;-- _- -'z>~i ©msl lias fesen ©persted is sueti ■& n.zr-"*cT 

lifel^ ^ill-^ H^Iiwffi =^J.I : . Ji .i fil:^f i-s fe ^^' -li?M^ S®-.il|-.a^ ff4*P^ w^V^vlil &?*4^ V«^^-Vi4« V*^ 
H Igf C! : SH : li--i S'PillllSf » J,.|3J,S lie swP*> s .gSfcfli vSJliSA 6n*>SI* a*i« wfl© 

*1?-1. ?!■©% SXSiifSil ^h* "^Of*< df »%S lliiSS* If" CSB^^*S %i : 0B ©■? {Still 

sfeis X&m &t&& 9 i;% iteaii -'fee psws€ fe all©* fei* tfe* #fiM s £l#if 
j.f sxeess easai. wsfeF %© %lit stFesis be-i a^ fete left, fasifig 

ife©ul-3 be pf*s^@-©f# : -i. si-fa pr©-p®? v«i?feieal #i* sl^pi:ag Sl^fe in 
ti^li a jfootlng siiteff ■tail on the -esitsl end. saS a pw&gmw pi 






^■■S^J. : S^£^ 



Ste t &&im ■$&&&,&& is. smssMss p^@-s##ti^ at Wm #assi sbemli fe@ 
mate -o^j tl» : ?&e©^»fiA^ ai€e.# spiilwaj faeiillies toe eoi%sfe-^i§t 
ae^©s.s mad thru tJss diks. If wok wisii to iiEOiies Mils safeta? s 



g. 



the County Hydraulle lugiuesi"* i?. MeSonnell ean toe reached 
at Helyoke* £S 3*3991* Us would be pleased to have tola pro- 
•fiie fen wit'a any nivie®,, guisaiiee ©i* inf&ra&tlcm 1b c@s* 
neetion with hydraulis aai structural natters to In-aure the 
safety oJT the canal dike. 

If yea have any further questions in eoiweetioxi with this 
Batter ofj if we @aa b® ©f ssf .assistance to wou $ pleas© d© 
not hesitate to eatli upon enr Seard. 



Very W.VI... ;v.:-ur-3 

KIRS OF COBHOT CO ; WISS10RHiS 



DIAMOND NATIONAL CORPORATION 




GROWING FOR THE FUTURE 



M O L D E D - P A C K A G I N G DIVISION 

PALMER MASS. PLANT 



GENERAL. OFFICES 
122 E. 42nd ST., NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 



TEL. PALMER 930 -P. O. BOX 230 

PALMER, MASSACHUSETTS 

MAJL REPLY TO ABOVE ADDRESS 

October 6, 1960 



Board of County Commissioners 
County of Hampden 
37 Elm Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

SUBJECT: INSPECTION REPORT ON #1 MILL DAM 

Gentlemen: 

We wish to acknowledge receipt of your inspection report covering our 
lower dam in the Ware River, commonly referred to as #1 Mill dam. 

The surface washouts on the dike at this location were repaired on Oc- 
tober 6, 1960. Seventy eight yards of gravel were dumped and leveled 
by a local contractor, bringing the dike back to its original grade. 

We are also following your recommendation regarding a change in opera- 
ting procedure by installing a high and low water level warning system 
in the canals at both # 1 and #2 Mills. This warning system will be con- 
nected to a panel in a constantly attended area in #2 Mill, and will 
give the operating personnel an audible as well as visual warning in 
the event of an abnormal water level in either canal. This system should 
be installed and in operation no later than November 1, 1960. 

The comments of your Hydraulic Engineer, Mr. McDonnell, regarding the 
dike and our operating procedures are most certainly welcome and appro- 
priate. We thank you for bringing them to our attention. 

Very truly yours, 

DIAMOND NATIONAL CORPORATION 



^M.,U 



m.i^~*s\.s 



Howard C. Bedson 

Plant Manager 



HCBiark 



cc; Mr. McDonnell 



copy of this letter sent to 

Mr* &.H. McDonnell on Oot .11,1960. 



GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYGN 

TIGHE 
iBOND 



CIVIL-SANiTARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS.PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERViSiON OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 

Hampden County Court House 

Elm Street 

Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD Palmer 
April 13, 1964 



I have received the copy of a communication dated March 31, 1964, 
-written by Theodore R. Knapp, Secretary of the Lake Thompson Civic 
Association, pertaining to the problem of the water level in Lake Thompson 
at Palmer, There is no indication on the communication as to the person 
or Agency to whom the communication was written. I assume that it was 
sent to your Board in the hope that Hampden County might aid the Association 
in solving their problem. 

The problem appears to be that the State Fish Hatchery located downstream 
of Lake Thompson has been drawing water from the lake to maintain suf- 
ficient water in the hatchery for operational purposes. The problem is not 
one that has to do with the safety of the dam and thus, I do not see how the 
County can be of any assistance to the residents around the lake and to the 
Lake Thompson Civic Association under the provisions of Chapt. 253 of the 
General Laws. 



If Mr. Knapp has written the communication to your Board, it is recommended 
that the communication be answered and Mr. Knapp be advised to take up the 
matter with the local, as well as the Boston office of the Dept. of Fisheries. 
The Lake Thompson Civic Association might also request the aid of their Re- 
presentative in the State Legislature in arriving at the solution to the problem 
of the local fishery drawing off water from Lake Thompson. 

If the undersigned can be of any further assistance in connection with this 
matter, I -would be pleased to discuss this problem with your Board or with 
representatives of the Lake Thompson Civic Association. I enclose herewith 
a suggested letter that could be forwarded to the Association, if you concur 
with its contents. 






GHM/cmb 
enc. 



Very/..truly yours 

i e or ge H. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GD Palm® r 
April 13, 1964 
1'li# H©s. th§ Board ©f Gcraaty Commissiosses'S 

Elm Street 

%3?laglield s Massachusetts 

I lia^e sfee^lpsd $fas eopy ef a sammuirieattom dated March 31 , 1964, 
W!#t«a by ^h«0d©sre S. K»a,pp» Secretary of the L&1»§ Tbomp»oa €|vic 
Assoeiatios, pe^taiaisg t© tfa® problem &£ ih® water l$v@l ia Lake Th$xRp$0& 
at M&feiffii-. fhm.v® is as wdiG»tI©ii oa tb« eoHamtm§ea*t©a as to the person 
03* Ag«sa©y $0 wliosi the comms&icatiem wai written. I assume that it was 
mnt t® y cms? B©srd ta the hspe that Ha.mpd#ii Cotmty might aid t&e A®soci»tio3a 

Hie gr^fetem appears to .fees that the Stat« Fist Hateiwsry located downstream 
of: Lake ffemptea lias fee©» irawisg wat« 1-rsKi the l&k© t© maintain »«f- 
flei@fifc- wss#s is th® ha,t&hmwy few ©pemt|<»al pm^p©ses. "TM® p^©bl^m is mot 
©fe« tis&t. hm to do with fcfae saffcty q£ ifas.Jj&m ted ttas, I do sot $«e laew the 
©.©tsiity e&$ fee ©1 amy at iittaace to £h# resMents arouaana ihm lake aa.d to the 
Lake TJj,$m|»»©s Glvic -Ass»s|at|oa md©* the previsions ©I €hapt. B53 of the 
Q©aeyal Law#. 

If Mr. Km.pp feaa written the commissi eati©©. to yww B©ard, it Is reeora»i#B4#4 
tfcit the e^mmtmieatlcm be aa®w#r®d amd Mf. K&&j*p he advisei to take wp tfe© 
isattes with tfe# local, a® wfli as tfee Bottoaa office @f the ©ept. ■©£ Fiifcertes. 
T.h«g Lake TfeQmpson Si-vie Association might ale© re^ueet the &M of t&eir B®- 
preseat&tive in the Stat® lag.it kttu** in arriving at th* f ©Itrtlcm to the pvohl&m, 
of th® local fishery drawing off wat#ar from Lake Tfe.©mp#©ja. 

II the lander signed can. foe of any fsurtfeear a-sstftanee is ©©iwaectien with, this 
matter, I woulst be pleased to discass this prQisiem wi& your Bsard or wife 
represeatatives of the Lake Thompson Civic As,#«*eiatJM3». S s&eios.e herewith 
a suggested letter that could be foi-wardei t© the Association, if you <?cnscur 
with its c<mt&nta. 

Very ttuky yof&rs 

GHM/cmb 



e-ne. 



Gotasty Hydraulic 'ISagiitt 



CD Palmer 
April 13, 1964 

Tim Mil©* fee B«>i*4 m €«aty €®.®ialiitese?i 

Mmm§4mn (Smmiy &&&%$ Mm»® 

Bias Strait 

%rtsgfi«l€ t Ma.i.sa«la»settg 

I lis« T^s@|«0i tine e@py ©f a e©ramiM»cMt©fi ia.t#il March. $1, 1964, 
wwttt#i» by Whteiiore 8.. Kaitpp., S«g«t;iwy ©f : &m .Lake Tteiapitsfsi Civic 
Association, pertaining to the problem ©I tfos> w&isir level la X&k« Hi,@mp#©» 
®t Pall*i#»i, Tfeftf® is mo ta€|e«f|ea ob tite c©sEtm.i«iea.li&a as I© Slit p^yfc® 
sf Agsiitief ts wfasss ttie g^mmifateatton was wMttss,. I &i§mise® that It was 
•wtit t* f mm Ms»t& in fee !»fMit ili&t Ha.tsj4«is 6o«mly migM : &M tke Association 
la fei^mg tiaM-ir problem, 

*Si« pr#bt#fs apf«a,i".s Is b« tins! fefes State Ftslt Bisl^fesry loeatei dewnstrftaiB - 
#1 iMm St^mp^m. has fetusa imwliig wains? it®m. thm lute t© isaiataia smf » 
f|€lfst wittes 5 la &m h&tefeeiry for ©p^fatioaal §R»rp#ii«8.. Thm fif©l»i«;m is sM 
©ii« tfea& tei 6© <fo witli tla# itsl#far ©f th,® iana .m®& tfetts, i 4© aot §«« hew tfes 
■H#i»tf f#» fee ef any a-f its tesce t© ftlui f#i-M«st« s«*«ifii thm lak* a»d to the 
I»»it« $l3.©mff-ea.-€l«#|s Ai*#eiMism madst the provisions o£ Gliapt. .IS 3 of tfe© 

II Mr. Emafjfj fens w«4tt«i tfes &.©»s.mii»l«*l'tes I© ysntF Bim^i, -it- -is xm®mm,mw4®A 
tlti>t th« esmmaals attest bf &a#W;#«$4 a»si My, Enap® ft* ##¥l$««l to %mk& np lb© 
mattes- with the te«al s at w«rU at fii@ Benton (rfffee ©I Ike P*fi, ©£ Ft§Mi*i@§, 
Tim Lake Th©mpa€«i Ciuie Aitsciatleie might alto re<pt««t lfa« aM ©f th«.iar B©- 
psre»#jatativ« fa Qm Statu i*#fi«i&tmj?# is wrf^/teg at the t ©littles to ths ptroblfcm 
©f fe» loeal fiafeery clyawisng oft wst@* f fern JUals« Th&mpMmn* 

If tta* ma,4es»iga«d eaa. be ©f aiay fetllier ®ssl8tane« is coas^etles with tMs 
mailer, .1 wmiM b& plaated to- il»€mss tMi pir^feteis wift your B©a?d ©r wilfe 
ir#pre!ieat*liv«.s ©f the L*k« T&©ssfs©s Cl-vie Asi©cisti©s, I eaelsf# bei««willi 
as^ggestei lett@y that ceald b«. fsswarded t© ilia Ataeeiatioa,, if yes .eomeuip 
wifli Its €©»featt©. 

V«.ry t«ily ym&m 
mmjcmb __ 



April 15, 1964 



Juste* 'Thompson Civic Association 
hakm Thosupsoa 
Palsaaer, Ma S-saelta sells 

AttestlQS:: Tkeodor® B. M.sapp, Secretary 

R.efex.eaee is isa&ete ■£© t&e eam.msBi-Gafci©i&. of March 31, 1§44 aad to the problem of 

waiftr level in Ltake Tfesranpesoiat beiag lowered in recent years apparently -as a 
result of water fceisg 4x-smm off for us® % tfee Stat® Fisfe Hatdtery downstream. 

la e.afes. of this satmrs-.,. the C@osty Commissioners kaire so pwer to act. la ■ 

ace^fftJajaee with life©- tst?sas -of Chapter 253 of tlie General Laws, sur Beard can 
only tafce aeticsss wfesa tli-e .safety of perssas aad property downstream are endaa- 
gesred as a, result of cosditisas at a dam. Based as tfes last report received from 
tbe C-auatf Sydraalic Eagiaeer, tlie dais at Lake Thompson, was is good condition. 

.Lowering *rf the water level wasid aot endasger t&e iaaa is any way asd cemsequeatly, 

feere is a© sffieial sctias that asr Board ess fake, 

Tfee problem wostld ajsp@-a.ir t© fee ©se of water rights ami tlm© a gQtatioB to fee 
problem wasld, of aecessity, tee worked &nt between the parties involved, takisg 
late aeemiafc tlie rights a.ad privileges that each faa^e is coxm-ectioa with the ponded 
water aad water flowing ia the stream. 

As pointed. ©*it in yo^y eomisi'&itic.atioa, a .health, fe&s-ard existed as the result of 
lowering of the water level because shallow wells failed to maiatais a .suitable 
operating water elevation. We set© that the Board ©£ Health of Palmer assisted 
tbe aaerslsers of your Associativa by apparently seg^tiatiiig fc&e matter with the 
Slate Fish. BatcMery aad the lowering of tlie lake was stopped. 

It is suggested that tfee matter be taken «p hj ya»r Association with the officials ®i ■ 
tke local lialckery as well as the officials in the B©st©a affiee of the Department of V. 



2. 

April 13, 1944 

Fisheries. You might also discuss fee problem with yo&r represtjataiives is the 
Stat© Legislature. Th&f may fea able t© assist you is carrying cm negotiation® 
willi the BastQB afficiaig ia th® Department erf Fisheries. 

la summary,, since our jurisdiction lias only to do with, tbe safety of Hi® &&m at 
the late, we can take ao ©£Eei*l actios is j&ut case. la addition to the suggestions 
outlined keriaafesw* y@a might have j&uw attorney eh#ek the water rights of the 
members af joar Association bordering $h<e laic®. H* could &1@® investigate any 
water fight g held by tit® local Fishery asd then could advise j&m as is what aelioa 
to take. W« as*© sorry that we eaaaet b@ of any official help to you ia |M| tastier. 

Very truly yonars, 

Boa yd of County Commissioners 



nam 




(JJmtnrumttte&ltlr xrf ^assaxlmstftts; 
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fU 



:x. 



CLcs mtw ©c '* 
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j&prmgHi?l&, J1U*££. 



©fft« trf the 
52 S'laXi j&ixztl 



UjljairatajT 
floats p. ;FraJi*t 



June 12, 1968 



Diamond National Corporation 

Thorndike, 

Massachusetts 

Gentlemen; 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, et seq. 
of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to the inspection, 
condition and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby 
advised that your lower dam and its related dike situated in the cen- 
tral portion of Thorndike, has recently been inspected by our Engineer 
and your attention is called to the following conditions noted and recom- 
mendations made by him. 



"The dam itself is in good condition. There is some erosion of 
the concrete of the overflow section but the erosion is normal 
and not as yet very deep. There were no flashboards on the crest 
of the overflow and water was passing over the crest at the time 
of inspection. 

The left stone masonry abutment and the related heavy stone fill 
back of this abutment and between the abutment and the railroad 
tracks were all o.k. 

At the right abutment of the dam the concrete wall is in satisfac- 
tory condition. However, at the canal gatehouse, the concrete 
grouted cobblestone paving at the left side of the canal is showing 
signs of movement. Individual cobblestones are moving away from 
the grout which formerly bound the stones together. Also, the top 
of the sloping canal wall is breaking up and a large slab of concrete 
has been broken off. The cause of this movement should be checked 
and corrective action taken if need be. 



The canal dike was noted to be in good condition. The spillway in 
the dike had been repaired by construction of a new concrete wall 
at the left side and entrance to the spillway. The concrete in the 
canal spillway side walls is eroded on the surface but erosion is 
still not bad enough to require attention. " 



If you have any further question in connection with this matter, please 
do not hesitate to call upon us. 



Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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Copy: of this letter mailed to Tighe & Bond, 'Engineers 
o.n April 2C,. ISH-?:, ■ '■■■ ■ ■ 



JAMES L. TICHE 



TIGHE 8c BOND water supply 



PHILIP E. BOND muoillTiM/- CMriMCCBC SEWERAGE 

telephone CONSULTING ENGINEERS sewage disposal 

HOLVOKE 592S 189 HIGH STREET WATER POWER 

DAMS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 



April 22, 194? 



The Hon. The Board of County Commissioners 
TTampden County, Court House 
Springfield , Massachusetts 

Charles W. Bray, Chairman 
Dear Sir; 

In reference to the complaint of "rederielc Folcorrib 
68 Griffin Street, Bondsvill.e, Massachusetts, relative to the 
Midura Darn in Bondsville in 'which Mr. Boleomh states that Mr. wi~ 
aura has raised the level of the pond in had of the dam approxi- 
mately 2 feet causing a nuisance and the flooding of the holcomb 
property; I submit the following: 

This dam was formerly the Boston Duck Company reservoir 
dam aril was used by that company for process water. The overflow 
was a pipe laid through the dam 12 inches in diameter with a ver- 
tical riser for regulating the elevation of the surface of the 
pond. 

When the pond was used for process water, the draft of 
Boston Buck Company was such that the water level in the pond was 
usually considerably below the overflow level. During the 1938 
flood, the overflow became plugged and the dam was topped and 
breached so that until it was rebuilt in 1943, there was little 
water in the pond. 

In 1943, Mr. Midura purchased the property, repaired the 
dam, cleaned out the overflow pipe and put the structure in good 
condition. The upper end of the overflow pipe, that is the upper 
1.2 inches of the pipe, is now a vitrified pipe, below tnia is the 
original old cast iron pipe that acted as an overflow when the 
property was owned by the Boston Duel: Company. Mr, Midura claims 
that the 12 inch vitrified pipe was at the site of the overflow 
when he purchased the property and he believes that the Boston Duck 
Company maintained the pond at its present level by using the 12 
inch vitrified pipe, Mr. Midura also placed a fish screen around 
the overflow which raised the water level somewhat above the 12 
inch level. 

Mr. Holeorah contends that the top of the old cast iron 
pipe was the maximum height of the pond when it was owned bv the 
Boston Buck Company. A physical survey of the site leads me to be- 
lieve that Mr. Holcomh ia correct. However, since 1943 when Mr. Mi- 
dura reconstructed the dam, the pond level has been from 12 inches 
to 14 inches above the old east iron pipe and this has caused some 
flooding of the Holcomb property. 



The Hon, The Board of County Commissioners 

Hampden County, Court House April 22, 194' 

Springfield , Massachusetts 



Mr, Midura has agreed to permanently remove the -fish screen 
as a safetv measure, and in addition, Mr. Midura brofee out some of 
the vitrified pipe so that it would appear that the pond will drop 
3 or 4 inches he low the level it has been maintained at since 1943. 
There appears to he no question as to the asMy or st3MUty_ of the 
structure . 



Summarizing, it appears probable that Mr. Midura has raised 
the pond level above 'the old level maintained by the Boston Duck 
Oompanv and has caused some flooding of the Holcomb property hut that 
this raising of the pond has not affected the stability or safety of 



the structure. 



Respectfully submitted, 
TIGHE & BOND 





April 23, 19^7 



Mr. Frederick E. Holoorab, 
F. 0, Box 133, 
Bonder! II© , Mass . 

Bear Mr, lolcoab: 

Your letter of April 7, l^kf addressed to the 
Hampden County Clonals si oners relative to the dam being 
maintained by one, A.J.Iidura, formerly owned "by the 
Boston Buck Company, has been referred to Me for acknow- 
ledgment and reply. Upon its receipt, the CoktoIssI oners 
referred your letter to the County Engineer for an In- 
vestigation and report. The Engineer's report was 
received this day and is on file in this office. 

llnder the existing statutes, the jurisdiction 
of County Commissioners over dams is confined to protect- 
ing lives and property of persons below the dam. Our 
Engineer's report states * there appears to be no question 
as to the safety or stability of the structure. " 
Under these cir cuss tan ess , the County Consuls s loners have 
no authority over the height of the dam, and if any tres- 
pass upon your property is resulting frosi the baokflow, 
then it is a matter for you to take up with your own 
personal attorney. 

For your information, our Engineer stated that 
lidura agreed to permanently remove the fish screen as a 
safety measure, and in addition Midura broke off some of 
the vitrified pipe so that the pond will drop 3 or ^ inches 
below the level at which it has been maintained. 

We trust that this information stay be of some 
assistance to you. 

Very truly yours, 



COUNSEL FOR THS HAHPDEK 
TTM/B COUNTY COMMX85I0BERS. 



Duda Dam fka Otis Company Reservoir Dam 




O Palmer 
Dam and pond located on a small tributary of the Swift River upsteam of Eondsville Center. 



Abutters 



Holcomb , Frederick E 



City/Town 


Falmer 


Dam 


Duda Dam 


Name 


Duda, Joseph S 


Name 


Boston. Duck Company 


Name. 


Midura, E. J 


Name 


Otis Company Reservoir Dam 


Water 


Swift River 





April 6. 1942 



Tbm Hem. lbs BcstM ©f County € missal as loss srii 
Hssiffiea Csmity C«mrt House 

SiiclQg«d in a suggested fossa of comisaalcalloa to ls« seat fe© 
Mr, 8ffit«Bti @f £tanui*v|Ue in eooaeetiozi with fl» U«wla dam 
f -sslifesi. If y®& mmmt in li» eeriest© mi ihs imtt&x, It essM 
l§# &^»Bi*ie4. AIs-Sj If y@ia tM&k if aivissMe 8 €©pl@s ©I «ay 
i#tt<§f sf rtfoft 0y yeiif letter te Mr. Bt&ta e@«M fe# isefaKt©«L 
F^.tliafs Ike letter te Mf. H#le©sil», as &ml&$&&* Is traffic 
ieatftf- eewssiplefc© for Mi© ©@@ie ef amswerlsg Ms cwigfaiai eea- 

'¥®yy truly fe»r® 






€P Palmer 

April 6, 1 9 62 



The Hog&. tfee Board @f Comity Cossirmsisaioaiera 
Hajpfsetefi G©imty Court H-ease 
$7 Elm -Street 
%^iaglteW t Mass. 

Esj.<el©i«4 is a sagge.st«d, Isi-ra of e©mmu®icati©a& to he ®«stt to 
Mi -, MmbcmA of S©aig*iile in ssasm^etion with the Umia fern 
f-witei. If yes ©sacs a? im the e safest e ©I the tetter » it ceroid 
be £e warded. Alio-, if y©u thiak it it#vi@aM®, copies of my 
lel'tes of rssf©ff ai y©ur letter to Mr. Btisia c©«ld b*s included. 
l%Ast.|ts the teltea? I© Mr. Hoteoasafo, *i encloses!, is saffie- 
leally e-sfsplet© f©x the a#ede of aasgwe; riag his original e©m- 
plaffit. 

Yery trialy joutb 



©tie. Ckna&ty Hydraulic Eagiseer 



April 10,. 1962 

Mi. Fr«d S B HaUa>sab 

4fi Griffin. Street 
Bsildwille,. Mii.irs. 

JBeair Mr, HcieesiJb: 

Rsfereise® Is .aaaite t@ ysmx cmmrmmmemmM ©£ Mareli. 3i, If 42 asci to ear 
sessasaa^esttoa ©£ April 4, If 62., is regard to tits water level ©£ the BtMa 
psai aijasest to j&mr property is Bm#rrille. 

The €«aaif llplrastlic Ifegitieer has .made .am imsfeetiea ©f tfee dam aai 
psmd. Hi« re : p©*t feats hesm smfemitied to ,«s ami we li&w astified Mi, Bads, 
t© re«l©T« -essdltisss at tl« «iam t© tfce.se existing prior to fee changes 
mi& Is Ike Y&emm .fast to fte spillway fasiiitj .. 

Fupetlser laspscfifms sf tkm dam will fe e made in the sear ftsfcire, is fee 
cartaim fliat the ftraetmire is inaiufcalasd. im a safe conditions. 

%ism!&T Qbapt, ESS si ife* Gsseia,.! JLiaws as tit© C©m-&essw-©a.l,tfa ©£ Mass. , 
whereis, Sass essae wder ttoe p&rimM&imi. #£ tbe Gcwttfcy Qo®osml»-si«H*era, 
©ax JS©aM earn fetlse .aetim wfeea m. 4mm Is cfeaaged, altered or ©pe rated 
ia siiclt a masse-? as to -sti-feager pefsess aad prsipfes'tf dewsstreasa. Be- 
esmse tilae Owner ©£ ftoe SmSa cla-m mad© el&aages is -tlie spillway facility 
wMeti resisMed is. tfes r aisisg ©f tiie j»»st tevel* fbe.se eliaages also -d© - 
creased the safety faster ©f lis iasa amd tta-vs result-set .is matkiag tlse dam 
aa improper aiici isasale structure. Bes-mally profclesis sf Mgh. water »©- 
.stream ©f a cI&ke a© .set c©sie ib&i ffc© Jiarisdictiss ©f ©sir S@ai"d., Tliig 
is usm&Uf a matter t© be treated out betweem tlie Owaei sf fee fssati. aed tfae 
person whose iaad is flooded, Hewe?e.r, since the ease at .feaad isclmiei 
tlie problem of safety ©I tibe dam, -@nr Bearf lsa.s direct©*! that tke pead be 
lowered, and tlie dam restored to its aormal -spillway facility coadillss. 

¥ery traly years 

BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS 



April 25, IJ62 

Mr, Joseph S. Buda 
2-85 Mais Street 

Beadsvil&e » Mas s . 

Bear Sir: 

1b. aeeo.rdajtee with tlte precisians ©f Chapter 253 ©f Iks General Laws 
a£ ih& . Gmri,rs,&mme3ilih of M.as.saek«setfs, pertaisiag to the safety sad 
iBspsetism ©£ dams s tae C©usty Bfretxamlic ISagiiieer has reported to 
oar Board regarding his Inspection of your data, 1b yosr presence, on 
April if, If 62, Th« coat-eats of the inspection reported are provided 
as follows; 

" The TindersigKsd reisapscted the dam aad pond ob Thursday 
mormiijg, April 19, if 62, ia tlie presence of M.r. Joseph Duda. 
The p©n.i was l-sssad 6© be nearly empty asd the overflow pipe 
Iferia tfee dais embankment eleam aact functioning. 

Is my letter report to your Beard, I had previously pointed oat 
that tfee.rs was ao e?Meace of tfee vertical spillway pipe being 
in glace ia the spillway structure and that from the small trickle 
of water fchat was fomed emerging from the end of the pipeline at 
the toe of tsbe dam, it appeared to the usdersigaed as if the up- 
stream end ©£ the spillway pipe fead b@ea plugged. 

Mr. Bisda informed ae that the pipe lias, become accidentally 
plugged with debris and presented evidence of a board, leaves 
aad isiscellameoss debris takes from tfee 12*' spillway pipe. It 
is apparent that tfeis decisis got into the .pipe aa^ redaced the 
capacity of the .spillway pipe to ©nch aa extent that the feeavy 
Spring riiaoff became j>0.&<i©d beMad fee darn. Mr. Bsda had not 
reactivated the dam thru any positive actios ef his -cswa bet the at rue - 
tare became active automatically when the Spring rmasff exceeded 
tine capacity of tfee debris -plugged spillway pipe. 

On removing the debris from tlse pipe, the water ia storage 
receded rapidly, la regard to llae trends cat across the top of 
the earth embankment of the dais., Mr. Bada proposed t© the 



1 
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■sudersigses, during mix inspect! ©a of April 19, that tie install j 

a pipeline is this trench to exfcead across the dam, ia such a siasaer ■■ \ 

that: should flie main spillway pipe becom.© accieteatly plugged I 

again, there will be a safety ererfiew wiie-re the trench a©w ©xistii. | 

After placing the pmmime ia this trench, Mr. IWi will pack ia 
impervioa© earth. arou»d and ab©v« the pip© to seal the embaskeaeiii 
at tfels location.. 

Mr. Bssla does u©t Intend t© .activate Me pomd for a number ©£ 
years. He lias as s*e lor ih& pQ.md ae of tie present time asad will 
■maintain the drains, open aai fxee ef d«brts. By periodic ms-pectios 
of 111© drain,. Mr, Bwla will fee able to keep debris froia feaildiag 
mp i» tlie-fidf}© agaim. Hg also glass to remove debris from the spill- 
way structure And the area immediately aurrowuding it so there will 
h& little ©r a© chamee of this debris h® lag washed into the pipeline 
la .lime of Mgls rate of flsei flew, . Also., Mr. Buda will make Iri- 
#p«€tisas aai carry qb rgjatabme jMfiectIc maisteaaase of the drain 
Mae, a artismlarly in aivasc# -of tine Fall rafsy s«a§aa and. again $» 
aitvasse of each Spring rijstsff season. 

Since Mr, Buela will be .kaepisg the p©md empty and will be maistaia™ 
teg tlte drain pipe as agreed, tiaere will be mo need for the Owns? te 
prevMe the swale spillway as naggssted ia my report to your B-eard, 

In susmafy, eon&iflosiii at fh« Di&sta iara are aow satisfactory. Tlse 
B&eMxkg 4,u® to liigb. water btfelsi tii« -dam. was set feecamie of positive 
actio© asd eliasges ia the aptitlway by the Qwn&w but, rather was 
directly related to debris phaggisg the pipeline. An inspection pre- 
grain aad maiatsaance program fey the ©wser will pretest as ac- 
eidastatl plugging af the drain again, * ! 

la ¥|ew ©£ the f ladings by the C&m&f Hydraulic Emgisssr, sa.ee the pood 
had l3<?ea iowernset and flie das* returned t© as inactive state, it will not 
bs aeeessary for you, to take &ny fertlier action ia tMs matter. Tli« 
©m©rges#y spillway j»p«, as proposed by you t to be installed ia the 
oh&mmi cut across tfee tap ©I ysmr eartii embaiskjneat, may be liastalte-d 
provided tlie trench if backfilled with ssitable is»per^i© : as material, a« 
discussed with yem iarfaag the inspection by the €©*saty Bydra^Mc E&giste^r. 

Wlisa as«i if you decide to r#aeiivat® your dam ©a a p-eruaasoeat basis, 
please sotily this Beari aai the Goniity Hydrawlli! Esgiaeei* will again 
make as inspection and diseuts the desirability of aa emergeacy swate- 
type spillway, ia tlie meaatiia,e„ fleas® cMesek tfe,e .spillway draim pip® 
at f request ibatervals to be eertaia it does not become flagged, .41$©, 
aay ieferis lyimg aromacl the p©sd bottom, ^articaiarly is the vieiaity of 
the .spillway structure slioiali b© picked sp asd recaaved. 



■! 



3. 

Rm&in® imspectioss of your 4am will fee made from tim© to time 
aad a general report an tfee esm&iticm ©f ycmr dam maintained is 
■Coaaty files, Tliis is§ a testis© matter and mnch iMS^mtmna bave 
beem carried em asmmallj is tlse past. From fees® iiispeelisa re- 
ports, we hsve a©t©«i fMt your pond lias beta kept empty for tim 
last two years, 

©mr Boa yd appreciates jetir essps ratios is eeiiaeetiosa with tliis 
maMmr asd is the iowerlntg ©f tls« psmd Immediately after reviv- 
ing sotifiestis®. 

Yary truly y stars 

B OARD OF COUNTY COMMfSSIONEBS 



April 23, 1962 

The Mob, the Bo&ffd of Cotmty GommissieiiSJ'S 

Hampdeai County Court House 

J? Mlm, Street 

Sprl&gfieM, Massachusetts 

B©£#j?ese@ is mad© to £h€ matter at the dam ©£ Joseph S. Duda of 
265 Mala Street, in Bonds vills, wherein the water level in the pond 
formed by fee clam was fjaeMfig onto property of a neighbor, as 
reported ia a eommaeicatisa from Mr. Fred E. Helcomb to your 
BeJairi aad dated March 30, 19^2. Reference is mad® to my letter 
report of April S, 1^61 ob the matter fallowing my inspection of 
the clam and pond ob Wednesday, April 4, If 62. 

The attiersigaed ^inspected -fee dam asd poad on Tkursday mora- 
lag, Ap-til 19, 1962, ia the presence ©f Mr, Joseph iDuda. The poad 
was feaad t© be nearly empty and the overflow pipe thru tie ciara em- 
bankment clean and functioning. 

In my letter report to your Board, 1 ha,4 previously pointed eut that 
there was a© evidence of the vertical spillway ipipe feeing in place ia 
the gpillw&y structure and that from the small trickle of water that 
was fs-oad esnergiag from the end ©£ the pipelte© at tlis toe ©f the daea, 
it appeased to the undersigned as if the upstream -eM^etf-th&vsplHway pipe 
bad bees plugged. 

Mr. Buia iaf&rmcsd me that the pipe had become accidentally plugged 
with debris amd presented evideac© @£ a board, leave© aad miscellan- 
eous debris takes from the 12" spillway pipe. It is apparent thai 
this debris got iato the pipe and reduced the capacity of the spillway 
pipe to such an extent that tlie heavy Spring runoff became ponded 
behind the dam. Mr. Buda fead sot 3?eaet4w«t the dam thru any positive 
action of liis own hut the structure became active automatically when 
the Spring runoff exceeded the capacity of the debris -plugged spillway 
pipe. 






On removing the debris from the pipe, the water in storage receded 
rapidly. Is regard to th© trench cut across the top of the earth em« 
baakeeeai of the clam, Mr. .I>n#a proposed to fee mxd&r signed, during 
out inspect!©©, of April 19, that he install a pipelin© in this trench 
to S3€t€«.cl across tli$ darn in such a maimer that should the mala spill- 
way pipe become accidentally plugged again, there will be a safety 
overflow wli#re £k© trench siow ©slats. After placing the pips lis.© in 
tills trench, Mr. Duda will pack is impervious earth abound asd 
above the pipe to seal the embankmesat at this location, 

Mr. Psia does a©t iatead to activate his poaci for a number ©£ years. 
He has as ase lor Ik© petal as ©f tlie present time sad will maiataim 
the feaic ©pea and free of debris. By periodic tenpeeliom of the iraia, 
lis-. Bada will be able to keep debris from bulletin g up in the pip# agaia. 
He alio pljuas to remove debris from tfee spillway structure and the 
a*ea immediately surrosailag it so thsr^ will be little or so ehaace ©£ 
tfeli 4ehtis bssiag washed into the pipeline in time ©f bigfe rate o£ Hood 
flow. Also, Mi-. Bmda will make inspections and carry ©a routine 
pe afieclis maastsBasce ©f tk© drain lis©, particularly is advance ©£ the 
Fall i"B,imj #eaa@m aad again ia ai^aace of each Spiiag ruao££ ieasoa. 

Sisee Mr. Su4& will be keeping the psnd empty and will be maiataia- 
iag tlas cimto pipe ag agreed, t!i@ire will be no need far the Owner to 
provide tfee swale spillway as suggested is my report to your Board. 

Is S'iBsaEaary, csiiiltioas at the Baia dam are aow satisfactory. The 
flooding #4© t© kigit watei' behind tfee dam was not because ©f p©sili¥e 
action and cliaages ia the spillway by the Owner but, irsther was 
directly related to debris plugging the pipeline. Aa inspection pro- 
gram and imaiateiiasee program by the Qwn&T will prevent an ax» 
cldental plugging of the drala again. 

B e sj>© e tfuliy submitted 



GHM/cmb George H. McDonnell 

Couaaty Hydraulic Egglaeess- 



April 23 s if 62 

Thm H«n». tibe Bo&fd ol Cowxty CoeunisiioDeri 

Has»p4ea Cmmty Court Bomt® 
57 Ek» St*«Mrt 

lsfej?«mc® la made to ife© ssatt©** at tfe* dam ol Jcsepli &. Puda. af 
ail- Main St*e*t, is Bondevilte* wherein fe@ water ievtl in th« pond 
fdfei&ed fey i&# dam was backing ©at© property of a zt«ighbor, as 
reported in a conxmuaicatioa from Ms. F*e«i E. Holcorab to your 

MmsA^md dated Ma«Si 5© ? 19^2. Sefe-reaee is made to my letter 
raposrt 6l April 3 6 1962 o» the mailer iallcming my Inspection of 

ffass iara aael peaasl ©a Weia«iiay» April 4, lfi>2 s 

Tfa® t«ierslga@fi reiEgpeeled tfee ten arid pond as Thursday morn- 
ing, Apsii J 9, I §62, i» the presence of Mr. Joseph Eteda. The pond 
was tetigd t© be neatly empty and the overflow pips t&ra Om rdwaa em- 

baakm^sf clesa aist faactlosiag. 

1b my letter report to yousp Board, 1 faai previously pointed out that 
there was as evidence of tha vertical spUlway^ipe hmimg in pUe« ia 
the spillway rtrueture aad thai from the assail trieki® of water feat 
•was femsd emerging lr@m the e.M ©I tli« pip® lime at tlit to® ©! fh«i dam, 
it appearei t© fe© saeiersigaea as If the apstr«am. ceiia^df 'thfe::&pil : %a.y-pipe 
had. bees, plugged. 

Mr. 0ada Informed eb« that th« pipe had become aeeldeatally plugged 
with debris "&n& ^r@seiit#i evidence ©£ a toward, letorsj© sad mlaeeilaa- 
eons debris takes from the i2 ts spillway pip®. It is apparent -'that 
tMffl debrii get Inis the pipe aad re disused tlie capacity of tlis. spillway 
pipe to smcli an extent that t&« heavy Spring runoll became poad«d 
behind a® dam. Mr, B»4a hud not r eaefeiwd *he dam thru any positive 
»cticm *£ his wa tot 'the *tracture tseeairse active automatically when 
the Spy tog runoff ®xce@#«# the capacity- of the defeats -plugged spillway 
pipe. 



2. 



On removing the debris from th« pipe. A® water is storage receded 

rapidly, la regard to Ha® trench cut across the top ©I fee ©astts §m- 
basikxauesrt of th® dam,, Mr. Pwia proposed, to th® vm.4®T&ign®&, during 
our inspection of April 19, that Is© install a pipeline la tM« trench 
to «3sfe©sd aefsss t.te dam is. sash a maimer tfeat fiiimaM the mala spill- 
way pip* become accidentally fdmggetl again, feere will to® & safetf 
overflow where th« trench acre/ exist*. Afur placing th« pipeline In 
this trench* Mr. Xtad& will pack la impervious earth arouad and 
above tii« fife to seal tfa* ®mbasksa«al at tMs ide&tion. 

Mi*. Bwta d@ea not isrteni to activate Ms pead for a aumber el y«sars. 
II© Ms a© us© for the $»©»£ as erf the pre seat time sad will umlntais 
the drain open aad free of debris. By periodic inspection si &e drain. 
Mr. Bm#a will be able t© keep &«brU from building up is the pipe again. 
H# alt© plains to remove dsfef is fyoaa tfe* spillway stffsetm^e aacl th® 
asrea immesiisfelf smrrewMiag It « tkere will ia« IMMl® ©■? a© cfeaaca ©f 
this debris feeing washed into tb« pipeline in time ol Mgii rate el fl@©4 
flow. Also, Mr. Bmia will riak® m§fecti©a$ and carry ©si voutiae 
periodic maintenance of the drain Has, particularly i& advance of the 
Fall rainy i^ssciti aacl agais 4m a-d^asee ©I eacti Spring nxmoii s«ase»* 

Sine® Mr, @uda will b« keeping the pond empty and will be saaistaitf 
fog ilis drain pip® as agretd, there wlU b@ s® aft*d" lor fee Owae* fe© 

pr&yidM tb« swals spillway as suggests is my report te your B#&rd. 

In fssmarf, cspiMlio&s at tfee Swim, «£am ar# aow eatiffaet©rf . The 
flooding due to high wattr behind the dsuoa was not because of positive 
action aa4 changes in &» spillway by th* Owne? b s 4t 9 rather was 
iirnelly r«ktt«d to debris plugging th* pipeline* Aai iaspectioa pro- 
gram use maintenance ? rogr*in by fhe Owner will pr«v«a£ as ac* 
cide&tal flagging of the -dmis again. 

ft © spisetMtiy smbmitied 



GHM/cnsb George I*. McDonnell 



GSOR'ftE R. M c DONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 



TIGHE 

^JjUIXU c on sultin g engineers 



CIVIL, SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 
m m m * m ' » k 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-399[ 



April 23, 1962 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 

Hampden County Court House 

37 Elm Street 

Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Reference is made to the matter at the dam of Joseph S. Duda of 
205 Main Street, in Bondsville, wherein the water level in the pond 
formed by the dam was backing onto property of a neighbor, as 
reported in a communication from Mr. Fred E, Holcomb to your 
Board and dated March 30, 1962„ Reference is made to my letter 
report of April 5, 1962 on the matter following my inspection of 
the dam and pond on Wednesdays April 4, 1962. 

The undersigned reinspected the dam and pond on Thursday morn- 
ing, April 19j 1962, in the presence of Mi, Joseph Duda. The pond 
was found to be nearly empty and the overflow pipe thru the dam em- 
bankment clean and functioning,, 

In my letter report to your Board, I had previously pointed out that 
there was no evidence of the vertical spillway pipe being in place in 
the spill-way structure and that from the small trickle of water that 
was found emerging from the end of the pipeline at the toe of the dam, 
it appeared to the undersigned as if the upstream end of the spillway pipe 
had been plugged,, 

Mr. Duda informed me that the pipe had become accidentally plugged 
■with debris and presented evidence of a board, leaves and miscellan- 
eous debris taken from the 12 M spillway pipe. It is apparent that 
this debris got into the pipe and reduced the capacity of the spillway 
pipe to such an extent that the heavy Spring runoff became ponded 
behind the dam. ' Mr. Duda had not reactived the dam thru any positive 
action of his own but the structure became active automatically when 
the Spring runoff exceeded the capacity of the debris -plugged spillway 
pipe- 
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On removing the debris from the pipe, the water in storage receded 
rapidly. In regard to the trench cut across the top of the earth em- 
bankment of the dam, Mr, Duda proposed to the undersigned, during 
our inspection of April 19, that he install a pipeline in this trench 
to extend across the dam in such a manner that should the main spill- 
way pipe become accidentally plugged again, there will be a safety 
overflow where the trench now exists. After placing the pipeline in 
this trench, Mr. Duda will pack in impervious earth around and 
above the pipe to seal the embankment at this location. 

Mr. Duda does not intend to activate his pond for a number of years. 
He has no use for the pond as of the present time and will maintain 
the drain open and free of debris. By periodic inspection of the drainj 
Mr. Duda will be able to keep debris from building up in the pipe again. 
He also plans to remove debris from the spillway structure and the 
area immediately surrounding it so there will be little or no chance of 
this debris being washed into the pipeline in time of high rate of flood 
flow. Also, Mr. Duda will make inspections and carry on routine 
periodic maintenance of the drain line, particularly in advance of the 
Fall rainy season and again in advance of each Spring runoff season. 

Since Mr, Duda will be keeping the pond empty and will be maintain- 
ing the drain pipe as agreed, there will be no need for the Owner to 
provide the swale spillway as suggested in my report to your Board. 

In summary, conditions at the Duda dam are now satisfactory. The 
flooding due to high water behind the dam was not because of positive 
action and changes in the spillway by the Owner but, rather was 
directly related to debris plugging the pipeline. An inspection pro- 
gram and maintenance program by the Owner will prevent an ac- 
cidental plugging of the drain again. 



Respectfully submitted 




GHM/cmb George H. McDonnell 

County Hydraulic Engineer 



GEORGE H.M c DONNELL 
PHiLIP W-SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 
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CIVIL, SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 

CD Palmer 
April 6, 1962 



The Hon. the Board o£ County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 
37 Elm Street 
Springfield, Mass. 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is a suggested form of communication to be sent to 
Mr. Holcomb of Bondsville in connection with the Duda dam 
problem. If you concur in the contents of the letter, it could 
be forwarded. Also, if you think it advisable, copies of my 
letter of report or your letter to Mr. Duda could be included. 
Perhaps the letter to Mr. Holcomb, as enclosed, is suffic- 
iently complete for the needs of answering his original com- 
plaint. 

Very truly yours 

/ 
/ 
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GHM/cmb " '■" /George H. McDonnell 

enc. County Hydraulic Engineer 



GEORGE K M c DOIMNELL 
PHILIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 
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BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 

April 5, 1962 

The Hon., the Board of County Commissioners 

Hampden County Court House 

37 Elm Street 

Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Reference is made to the communication received by your Board 
from Fred E„ Holcomb of Bondsville, Mass., relative to the flood- 
ing of property owned by Mr. Holcomb, due to the fact that water 
in storage in a pond owned by his neighbor, a Mr. Duda, is at an 
exceptionally high level, as the result of changes made to the dam 
owned by Mr, Duda. 

The undersigned inspected the dam and the pond on Wednesday after- 
noon, April 4, 1962, and reports as follows: 

The. dam and pond in question is the former Otis Company Reservoir 
dam and once was owned by the Boston Duck Company. This dam 
and pond eventually became the property of a Mr. Midura and about 
10 years or so ago, the dam and pond were acquired by a Mr. Duda 
in Bondsville. 

The dam and pond are located on a small tributary of the Swift 
River at a point just upstream 1 of Bondsville Center. The dam is an 
earthen embankment, slightly more than 400 ft. in length and approxi- 
mately 10 ft. in height at the point of the pond's greatest depth. The 
top width of the dam is approximately 10 ft. The dam forms a reser- 
voir containing an estimated 2 million gallons of water. The structure 
was built for the purpose of impounding a -water supply and for the 
purpose of fire protection at the downstream manufacturing plant. Thru 
the dam is located an overflow pipe, 12 -inches in diameter. 

Problems have occurred in the past regarding high water at this pond 
and reports in connection therewith were submitted to your Honorable 
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Board on April 22, 1947 and again on May 27, 1953. 

When the dam was last inspected in 1961, it -was found that the pond 
■was empty and no water had been stored for some time. On Wednes- 
day, April 4, 1962, it was found that the dam had been reactivated 
and water -was stored to an exceptionally high elevation. 

The normal spillway has been a vertical pipe connected to the pipe 
thru the embankment. Whenever the flow of water in the pond 
reached or exceeded the lip of the vertical pipe opening, pond water 
passed down thru the pipe and under the dam embankment. The top 
of a stone masonry structure at the spillway -was normally above 
water level and in the past a plank cover rested on the masonry,, As 
of now, the -water level is so high that the entire masonry structure 
is under water. There is no evidence of the vertical pipe being in 
place and from the small trickle of water that emerges from the end 
of this pipeline at the toe of the dam, it would appear as if the up- 
stream end of the spillway pipe has been plugged. 

To the right of the main spillway someone has dug a narrow trench 
thru the earth embankment and water is now allowed to pass across 
the earth embankment in this trench. Because the embankment is 
fairly well compacted and because of heavy root structure, the flow- 
ing water has not eaten thru the embankment to any great depth. How- 
ever, it can be noticed at the downstream end of this channel, em- 
bankment material is being -washed away and the embankment is being 
cut deeper and deeper with each passing day* Eventually, a breach 
will occur thru the dam and the pond will be released. 

There is further evidence of the fact that the water level is higher 
than normal and proper, in that most of the trees growing from the 
upstream edge of the embankment are now inundated at the base and 
root level. These trees, if allowed to remain under the level of the 
pond, will die and become a danger to the structure. 

It is recommended that the Owner of the dam be directed to im- 
mediately lower the level of the pond in a safe and proper manner 
and to restore the spillway facilities to the condition that existed 
prior to the unauthorized changes that have been made. It is further 
recommended that the Owner be directed to provide a proper swale 
spillway at the right end of the dam to allow for the automatic re- 
lease of any surplus -water and prevent the recurrence of the conditions 
as now noted. 
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I have sent a letter directly to Mr. Ducia in order that he may be 
immediately warned o£ the dangerous condition at his dam and in 
order that he may take corrective action within the next day or two. 
I tried to reach Mr. Duda in person while at the site, during the 
inspection on Wednesday, April 4. However, no one was at home 
and I could find no one around the property adjacent to the house 
and pond. I will continue to try and reach Mr. Duda by telephone. 
In any event, the letter mailed directly to Mr. Duda will give him 
written notice o£ the fact that conditions at the dam are not proper 
and he will thus have ample and immediate notice that corrective 
action should be taken. A copy of my letter to Mr. Duda is en- 
closed for your files. 

Very truly yours 



^M^hCrfnJP? 



GHM/cmb -George H„ McDonnell 

enc. County Hydraulic Engineer 



GEORGE H.M c DONNELL- 
PHiLIP W.SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 
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B0WER5 AND PEOUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEffERSON 3-399! 



CD Palmer 
April 3, 196Z 



The Hon, the Board of County Commissioners 

Hampden County Court House 

37 Elm Street 

Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Reference is made to the copy of the communication dated 
March 30, 1962, received by your Board from Fred E. Hol- 
comb of Bondsville, Mass. When I last inspected the Duda 
dam, the pond had been drawn down and no -water had been 
stored for some time. It is apparent that at some time since 
my inspection of the dam in 196l, the Owner has reactivated 
the structure and filled the pond. 

I -will inspect the darn, prior to the end of this -week and will 
also call on Mr. Holcomb to discuss the matter. A report in 
connection therewith will then be forwarded to your Board. 



Very truly yours 





GHM/cmb *--—- ^ eorge H _ McDonnell 

County Hydraulic Engineer 



1 



April 4, ,1962 



Mr. Fred E. H&lcomb 

Bssd«-^iile. ? Mass. 

Bear Mr. Holeomfe: 

fiefeifesce is made to year letter of K&rek 3©, 1942, pertaifiiag 
to file ie~#el ©f fee -psai ©a pr.©|>er£j ©f Mi, Dads. 

Oaf B#ard bt&s directed the Comity Hydraulic SmgiseeT t© investi- 
gate the matter as e.rplaimed by yea an, d to rmp&rt back to oar 
Board ©a tit© conditions at tlte dais. 

A® saon as the clam ass bees checked ia tfee field, asd tfee Csaasty 
Bf^raal.ic EagMe-er has mads M-s r&port, we will provide yea 
wills, a review ©£ Ms fisMugm bmA mmy setisii that ©ax Beard cas 
take aii.de r tfee Law, 

Terj truly yours 

:. "~ ~ JY COMMISSIONERS 
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.Copy of this letter mailed, to 
George H. McDonnell, April 2 f 
1962.) 



Fred E» Holcomb 
68 Griffin St. 
BaNDSVi.ULE, Mass. 
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Mi, Sm^ph S. SaAa 

Sear Mr. Swim 
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iU«»„ it waa aii-tad flat & sia^g'l lias hmmm cm as rem g tfe« «mi»iil;^ 
saeat ©I tfe« dam asi «mt«» Is tj®isg .reieasei Is tills elaiael, lli« 
water is cutting lli« cliaes#l «t@«pi:i? ami dteep«, Ewsttiiilif f tkt 
channel €&ald Ise&Eifi a t»saeli aai, III® <iiMii -s©mkl fall. 

'Trees f i*@wi»g fi*#m tli« npgfcy#&m fas© c»l &« ss.rtli «.ial»sakiri®al &^# 
aa4«f water &M S if ffee s^aiitlea c©stiaues s . lfesa« tt#es ■iis-i#i^l#i% 
will iie, TMi ts fe«tte.sr i«i«€« tfcsf tlis water iewiii te tli,« i»aii is 

In order to pretest tbe Jam fyeim taiias=s smM, prmv®ni ^©saiM* ^aiasag® 
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I® fii© public Mghway dc^a6ts>«am f sfc* w&t« Istwi 4b tlia |»a# 
stiesiM, t» lewesrei. immmMMMif nasi feaspl Ipw^s-ed watil ssucfc t4m« 
as th« spillway facility Is 3f«il®t*«d I© ite pvmpmr ««®diti»* dm** 
©M€rati«i si^nM also li« gi^aa I© the csisftFiiattaa ®.f a swsi««tjp« 
spillway aet©#8 the erisfea-tslstmftst ©I Ifee 4ssb at tlie ssstrerss ftglif 
etui 'Tfcis ctfttM act at us sm#i?ge»cy spillway, sltoisM ll# watts* 
3?t§@ a lei? isM3l»s afeova i@v#t at wM.«li Is »it fe® »®-rma'!lf ssiMa- 



Is lowexiaag flas- w«.t«t:r i«v*l is tlie pm$A. s fc» gertaita. that it Is »#«• 
l«as#d alewly tiwrn tlie prs^r spillway pipe, t© as sat t© damanfe 
ttm piirile fcdti&way #wsisi re-am* 

Tlas sa«lefsif»*ii TOuM lae pl#as«i I© sitef wills f©a # if yets, *© ir<g« 
«|a@.sf s le 4i#©iii» fbis f 'i>@M#m. 

A ;r#g#f*t @n tbM sssi€ltfi@a fca® tee«si f©rwaM*d t© the 8«f| ef 
Gc*littf C#ssial«.siea«it*.i -ami as ii©tsM f@ii will #«m r««#w* a @«m« 
isr«»ii-'Sati«i f rem tfee B0a.fi. ia .eeas«et.|©ri will?, yotif 4&m, I ass* 
writing to jmk ati tlais tim® &*€img§ I to«li#i?<§ tli# sit-aatles aeeili 

withe*!* ilelliy, 

¥*rj truly fcusifs 






April 5, 1$62 

The B©a, the Boayd of Gotmty Commissioners 

MMzipAmm ©eajaiy Court Hsu.se 

37 Elm Street 

SprimglleM, Massachusetts 

Sef#r@jace is isaad^ to the eemaoraiisieatieH received by your Board 
fi-dssa f>e4 E. Holeomb of BrniAwm.il®, Mass.* s-eiatlv® to the flood - 
iag fei gi?of@.rty owned by My. Hcdeomfo* eki@ to the faet that water 
fei storage In. a pond owned by his neighbor, a Mr. Buela, is at an 
e^eapiioxmlly Mgfa level, as the s?ejrult of claasges made to tke data 
swaed by Mr. Ihiila. 

The aadersigaed inspected the dam and the poaci ea Wedaesday alter - 
ao.oa, April 4, If 42* smd reports as follows : 

Tke-: iiam au-d poad in question i» the fem-nex Otis Company Kea-ervoir 
ism and ©aee was owned by the Bostoa Bwck Company. Tils dam 
a»d -pond ©veateally became tlae property ©f a Mr. Midura aad about 
10 years orse ago* Use dam and p^ad wane acquired fey a Mf. Buda 
ia Bouduville. 

The dam aai jssiast a« located ©ja a small tributary of the Swift 
River at a psiat Just upitre&m ®i Bsatdsvllls Seater. Tlss iasi is as 
earthea erabankxneat, ilightly mmw® than 400 ft. in length and approxi- 
mately 10 ft. in height at the poiat of the poai's greatest ftogfe. Tfee 
top width of the class Is apprssimately I© ft. Th# dam ferrai a reser- 
voir containing an estimated Z millito gallons ©f water. The structure 
was built for thm ffiirp©©© el isa|sotis.diag.,& wat#r supply a»4 for tfee 
purpose of fire protection at the downstream rsaaauiacturtog plant. Thru 
the dam is located an overflow pipe, U-if&ches in dia,m.£iimr. 

Problems have occurred in tkts past .r©gar#iag Mgli water at this pond 
and reports in connection therewith were submittec! to your Honorable 



B©ard on April 22, 1947 m.nd agaia on May 27, 1953. 

Wiisn the dam was last inspected in lf6l, it was found that the pond 
was empty aad no water h&4. 'be^ts stored lor some time, ©a Wednes- 
day, April 4, 1962, it wag found that th« dam had been rs&elivated 
and water was stored to aa exceptionally feigfe elevation. 

The .normal spillway lias beea a vertical pipe connected to the pip© 
thru fee embajafesent. Whenever tb© flow ©f water in the pond 
readied or e^ceedsd the lip sf the vertical pip© opening, poad water 
passed fiiows tlira the pipe and xmA&r the darn ambaakmeat. Tfae top 
©I a sfcefee mascmry gtrtaetiar® at tiie spillway was normally above 
water level asii in the past a glaak c&ver rested ©a the masonry. As 
©f now, the wa,tsr level is so high that the entire maseary structure 
is under water. Tfcere is no evidence of the vertical pipe being in 
plaee m%4 f-reai the small trickle ©f water that emerges from the end 
of this piperita© at fee toe of the dam, it would appear as if the wp~ 
stir-ears sad sf the spillway pipe has beea plugged. 

T© the right a£ tfee naaia spillway someone lias dug a Barrow trsscb 
tlij-u tJi© earth embankment and wa.tear is now allowed to pass across 
the eartli eiiibaskiBest la this trend*. B®eau.$e the embankment is 
fairly w&ll compacted and because ©f h©avy root structure, the flow™ 
isig water li^s not eater* thru the embankment t© any great depth. How- 
ever, it can be noticed at fee downstream ead sf this channel, em- 
baakxaeat material is feeing washes away aa«i the embasakmesit is beiag 
cat deeper aasl deeper with eaeh. passing day. Eventually, a breach 
will occur thru the dam and the pond will b© released. 

Tliere is further evideses ©£ the fact tfeat tiie water level is higher 
than aoraaal and proper, is that most ©£ tfee trees growing from the 
upstream edge of the em&amkmesit are a©w inujadated at the l>as« aaet 
root level. Thes.e trees, if allowed to rsmais taacler tke level ©I the 
pond, will die and become a danger to the structure. 

It is recommended tfeat the Owner ©f the dam be directed to im- 
mediately lower the level ol fee pond in s. safe and proper manner 
and to raster© the spillway facilities to the condition that existed 
prior to the yuautfaori&sd cliaages that have bees made. It is furtliex 
recomixugadeei that the Owner b<© directed ts provide a prsper swale 
spillway at the right end of the dara to allow imr the automatic re* 
lease ol aay surplus water and prevent the recurrence of the conditions 
as now noted. 
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1 haw semt a tetter directly to Mr. B^ida is order that lie may be \ 

immediately warned of the dangerous condition at his dam asd ia 

order that he may take corrective action within the next day or two. 

I tries4 to reach Mr. Baia in p©rsoa while at tfe-e site, during the 

inspection, ©a We4a.@sda.y-, April 4. However, ne oae was at tome 

and 1 eotiM find tie oae armaiKl the property adjacent to th.® hoas© 

and pond. I will eoxirts.'a.e to try and reach. Mr. DuSa by telephone. 

Is. any ev@at s the letter mailsd. directly to Mr, fkida will give him 

written notice el the fact that conditions at the dam ai"@ not f>T&p@r 

and fee will thus"' have ample and immediate notice that corrective 

a.€ti&a should be takes.. A copy ©f say letter to Mr. Buda is es- 

sloaed for your files. 



"feyy truly yours 



GHM/cmb G@orge K, McDonnell 

ene, Coaxsiy Hydraulic Eagijieer 
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t© ill® fmMie kigfaf&f i^wi&Jitarsafs,* !li# wafer kiwi isi f!i* p&m€ 
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rM*mfif» §li€«tli itif» t» giiraii is tins ©@i»tfmi8tt#ii #f a #wa.SMt*iy$H» 
»p|llwa.f asfeai Hie aisbsiafeneiil el 111® inaas at t&e eistyitsati tight 
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"Sim M®&. &m Seari &i 6©iiaiy G«jmmi»si«erf 

Hftsif i@a County Saiat Heufte 

3? Mlm Street 

%riag!i#M 5 MassaclHafefts 

M^immmm is wm.$m Is fe@ e&zmmmicmtlim re«®we$ 'by y cms? Board 
■froia Free! E. Hftlcomb of Boodaville. Mass. , relative to the flood- 
lag of property owB«ii by Ms. H&leomb. du* to fee fact tfeat water 
in storage in a P©»4 -owimw! % 'his adlgfcber, a Mr. Bain* is at aa 
ex«*fti©tisBf fcigh level, as the setuU ©f ehaage* mads to th* iam 

Ike mterslgiiM ia»p«cted the dam and tfea po»6 on Wednesday after- 
tiaen, Aftf.il 4, 1962, an4 r©p©»t# at follows: 

¥be.-.<4ani aad pom* in ^estioa is the former Otis Company B«»ervoir 

■luss «ssi @«i«* was #w»<i by t*» Boston Muck Company. Thi» dam 
aad pM ©veatuaUy became the property pf a Mr, Midara and About 
ii y«a»« ©r #e *g@, th* lam and fKtsd wen© acquired % a Mr. B^wia 

The 4am ssi pond are Ungated ©ft a imall tributary of tb* Swift ^ 
fttasr at a point just upstream el $«ng»vilU Center, tim 4am is an 
earthen «mbaakxaent t slightly mare than 400 It. ia l@ag.tii and appread* 
matftly 10 It. la fe#igial at flis point of the pond's greatest depth. The 
top width of fee dam is approximately 10 ft. Tl» dam forma a r«*e?~ 
voir eost&ialag am «»tisn»ted 1 stiiMdu gaUen* of water. Ill,® -structure 
was built for lh@ gvuxpoge of impsiasdiags water supply »»d fo-r the 
purpote of fir® protection at ill© dewtfttewa nwtnufactttrlag plant. Thra 
Its dans 1$ teeated as overflow- pip®, li-»i»ekes In diameter. 

Probtoms ks^« occurred la the fast. r«g&rdia$ higfe water at tMn pond 
sad refisriu in correction therewith were submitted to y®tar Basar&Me 



Beari ©a April %Z, 1 947 *a& again « May 27, 1953, 

W'lsesi tfae lam was last iia«f»sted is iffei, it was fotaad ttst tfee p@ad 
wa$ empty and n© water b,»4 beta stored £©i* ®mn® time. ©» W©$w»«s» 
day, April 4, if 61, it wai feisMl that fee iasa had hemn ire&ciiwted 
s,nA water was st©f e4 t© an ©i£S«fsti&aai!j high @l®vatioa. 

The »© nasi spillway 'Mas i»#©a a vertical pip* cosueeteci t© the pip© 
tfero. lh#.-©Kifeaakm«sit, Wkeas^es' ■&# flew of water is tb# j».©ad 
re.aefe.sd er exef @4ei tfee lip af th® vetlleal pif«s &p#slag 8 g«id. water 
|ja,ts*ct Iswi thru tlie pipe a»d taadeir tit* «taxB #raJws3km«3at. Tkm top 
©f a stes® mmimxy atmetw© at ill© §j»iliway was normally abeim 
wat«i l«n»I sail m th# past a plunk c«&¥« rested ©a tfet masoasf . As 
®| aerw, tlie wates* 1#¥#I is as high that tk© ©ntlMi masossry strsMStura 
is 'OBclfp.!- watei". ilawe i# ad atfidesee el Ilis vertical pi^a feeing la 
placse ami f.ir.sjra the small tafikln #£ wafssr that msierges from ihm end 
©f this ptpsliiigs at the toe ef tfes dam, it w-esM appear at if tiie tip- 
itnsB sisi m. th.# spillway fift® lias beta plugged. 

T© the right @f tlie main spillway »<3fia#«i* lias dug a, a&rr&w trsuidb 
titt'i! fee earth ©mbaatewmt sad wmt@:? Is now alkrwed to pass across 
tli« €sa»£fc eiftbsi^ise-iit m IM0 ti'd&eh.. Because ike esAaatemest is 
fairly well ©©sagast-act sad feecsma^ o£ l&«at¥y ro©l stimeimr©,, tb® fi®w« 
tog water 1ms a©t eat«ti th.ru Hie eiafea»kis-©at te aay grast defitti. H&w- 
sftr, if cas fee aotised at the i0wa.strea.Ba e.ad of this citasa©!, sa'i- 
saoiemsat. material is b®mg washed away nasi the embagtasia&t is feei&g 
cut i«tp«K? aa4 4e-«ger wife, *t-aefa pas slag day. Ev«ntia«lly, a Iweftcli 
■will s-ssiiir thus, th« dssa Mid th« p©ai will bm released. 

Titer® Is Isiffiier sv|.d©nee of fee fast tfeat the water l©f«I 1® Mghyftir 
tka.11 ssraiai a.ad prop©**, to tliai most ©I tli© frees growing $r&m Ike 
■up sti-isssi el,g# @f tli® embaiiksigmt are sow iiwa&dsted ai the base aafl 
r©-0t lev«L -Xfees® tf#«s s if BMewmd ts r«sns.iii aisdei* tfoe l#v®l sf lis« 
poaa, will die and fo*eeiE© a danger t© tfe® stnactwre. 

It is rseoxsmeaisi that tfes Ows^i 1 ©£ the isxs fcs© «ll rested to iua- 
iiiedialelf kw@r the lev*I of llie po&d Iti a safe aa.e! ps-#|»r laasussn®!- 
&n& I® reiter© tfce spillway iaeliilies I© ikm eosiitipa feat -existed 
prmt t® the uuamtfeorlsssd ctiaiages that liS¥S be^s isade. It is feftk®!? 
ree&saf»eu4^4 lliat the Owmst be 41r@ets4 to pircwifl.© a fss--©f#r .swa1« 
spillway -at lis© right ©si 0I ih& iani t© allow for the autesails rs» 
l®a@s sf aay surplas water asd. ,pre¥eiit the recurrence si tfee e©»ditl©as 
&® new tiot^d. 



i isav© seat a letter 4issc%lj to Mr. Bulla ia order that lie may be 
immediately warw«4 si the -iiwagersra* condition at Ms dam iu«i to 
ot4mt feat lie may take eone-ective actios .witMa the aest day er two, 
I tiifjcl to r«a-sfe Mr. Bud* im fmvmm wMl© at the sit«, tfeniiag tfe-e 
iaspecti^E ©a Ws4mes<ia>f- „ April 4. H©w#ver, a© ©»© was at keiss 
aad I £«n*M fiai a© osse &tmmA ihm p&opmriy adjacent t© the Iksiis® 
and psjsi. 1 will e©Eti»a© t© ify aael reach. Mr. Bwla isy teiepksae. 
la assy ©vests fee l©tte»? mailed siireetly t© Mr* Bmi®. will giw liim 
written aaertle® el ffe® fact that €@ii#itl©i&8 at tha dam are set prefer 
unci he will Sims haw aiKipi© aad tomediata sstiee taat eer res live 
action »fe©uM t»s iskmn. A copy ©f nay Jitter to Mi. Bisda is «a» 
eloaed los* your files, 

¥<jsi?y truly you/jrg 



eae» Coas»iy Hyiraislic Engineer 



April 5 S If M 

Mar. J©.i#§#i S. Btaia 
SiS Mali* Str#«t, 
Bisssdnvilte, Mais. 

Be-ii? Mf, ©alas 

Om We4a«fslay s April 4, If 12* ■&» mk^&wwigned iu§f«#et«t fl»« dam 
lmmM4. ?m f eai? prapsrly ia S€ss§wilte! sad l©rs»ss riy ihm property 
of Ilita, at w#B .a® the IlsWtem B«k Company. ^b« tat pecfeioa 
witi E«i« at tfee «ti«reti©ii #f ftt« Gmim,if €essimias.teii«i?i of Hampden 
€-mmf s la lay eapaetty an CS.oimty iff€»ialt€ Saf te©«. 

IS was ael«d thai tfc*. small g.e-n€ I© lfe« rear ef y#-ar hmm® was fell 
I© a!ww« 111* l«sv«tl of the acrmai spillway ©levafcitm sa4 tlmt esrtsdia 
©.©siitleas ss©w exist tfeat a.x« daage^ois I© tba lafety of tfe® 4ajaa. 

It wan selei tfcat the mats spillway ftps Is a©* tisefeargisg its fall 
ssfssitf * A .fiaiiB tyteMs ©f »tif emerges from tfe« ##wasti»earri 
amcl, wMlt the m^ilrsam @a«l U ia«simte# aai £h# wafer 1# y©I ©I the 
psatl earr#lsrt#lf smtetirngsii tfee iistHi mft«®-©ry ©f fell© intake atfae» 
tmr# well, la Hi® fa-it, tMa mat ©®3*y has always %s» above water 
lev®l asi at tfewis a plaisk eovei? r#ste4 ©s. fes isasesxy. It ?©« was 
nhmm wat^r ksval. Sticfe a cover wroM ust ba afe&v* -w&t®i* level 
based em e©p4ttl©ia# sss*t$d ©m April 4. 

Ala©, it was aoiei tliat a ©hansel few bees eat across the essabaisk- 
meat of the dam aad watsi is &®img «k>.&»®«l In tia§ efeassa«l. Tfee 
water if cutting ffe@ efiatmel deeper &g«i 4e«$M*3*. By#Ma»lly, ill© 
shmme.1 csali ls©e©me a breach aai Hi* dassa seraM fail. 

T«si grewlag f ?«b th® spslreasa !«■©« ef th® eai*th emfeaa&sa®at ar© 
yadex water as4 s is th« eottslittsa eoat&mes, fSmm® tr®e$ iaaci@mMisiIly 
wlli die. TMs l# further evidcne« that th« water level In the pond is 

afeeve p;r©p®r slsvatioa. 

M OT4.9X t© px*oteet tfes stasa fsrom failure mad fsr«¥©iat panuiMe fSajgaag© 



z. 



to tfee public Mg&way towMtrsass, &e watsr iewi is tli© pond 
•houl4 be lewerttd teura«diat«ly and kept lowered until »ueh time 
as the spillway facility is *<wt©«d to its proper condition. ^ Geo* 

sMes-aiiim shciuM also fe@ gi^ea t© the eeastraetiem of a twa-l® «typ© 
ssillwaj assess the sml»BkiB.sst of fee 4aj» atft« extreme right 
©sil. TM® eewkt act as as, mtmsgmncj spillway, should tl» water 
arise a few iaehes above level at which It must hm aarmally saala- 

la low® ring thf,watet l«v*l is the p©si 5 b* c«fai& that it is re •» 
i@ase# slewly feri* ihm pwo^&t spillway pipe* so as a©t te damage 
tit* paMIc big&way i<? wast ream. 

Th* under sign«<i would fe@ ploased to meet with you, if y©u s© re.- 
<|sest. s t© iisesss this p%&fal®m. 

A F@f©rt sa tMs condition 'las fe€®a fsrw&rded to t&« B#ayi, of 
County €o*mni»»i«tM>rs a»d »o doubt you will »o«m receive a com* 
sxuffiiea&ea from tlis Bu&srsi ia e©tif»efi6» with j&m dam. I » 

waiting to ymi at tikis tissa b#©&u#e I fceitsve &%m s|t».a,ti©B. a@®da 
iirtm«^iate attsattea ass tfee wates? le-#ei of the pand afesuld ba lowfc^d 
without 4f lay. 

Vary truly yours 



CiHM/emb County Hydraulic Eagine«r 



April 10, 19*2 



B«tfs»ll,e t Mass.. ' 
©■gaf Sit,: 

la aeessisnee witk tti,e f^creigissis -si Cisapfer 2.53 sf Hie Geaaeral Laws ©f t&« 
Commonwealth of l?iassacfeusetts, peMamlag l« Ifea safety sssd ism^mEtimi <*f 
.iam.«> ti» €«ssij €mmm&imsi$sm&ie-& feavag cashed aa isspe«ti@a ©f f-®&x 4ans, i©~ 
catee ©a your pirapesrty in B«a«ls*sille s to hm .made fey ttte €-.©asty fffsfeaalie Ee- 
gi»e«Kt far llfes? p«rp<a*e #1 i«termlsi®g if ttse dam Is safe is its axistiag can- 
sfllisas- assi isitfiifef 1 « m«t .ekaag#» ha^e laeea ma4© .at this strseture wit&®at 
ssifc#rl*ati@ia. anier fit© Iaw. 

Tim Gmmtj lly^asitc Engine*-? madse M* ias^ctisa of yoatr dam oa Wednesday » 
Affii 4 S 1962. At tfest time , k® f ootid ao <oae at home at the lipase m*r cm the 
f s^pearlf immediately aijm*e : st to y aar iases© a-ad && lam. Tlie repiirt sab- 
mitt«d i0 -oa* Board fey *£»e Const? Hy^raaHe 'Ssgineer is as gaita**: 

"Tike dam .sent -§mA la q&e#t&®m m H« imtmmw Otis Cosoajpaay Beser- 
¥@ir dasa, as*§ «€© «a# etied bf tfee B@»tsaa Puck Casapaay. Tils 
data and pan* ■©^■sslaaliy bee.asie ifen pr#f*«ty ©£ a Mt. Miiwa aaafi 
M?«t i© ye*e* mt mm age, the &mm assi pssusl -wex« ac^aired isy .a. Mr. 
©asSa is B@s#s^ill@.. 

T&e 6am a©# parai are located est* a ffitai triba.ta.ry «f ft® Swill 
Siver at a jj©ist jant ujp*tJ?eass ef B@ai:»ifilte Center. Tfce $aaa* is 
aa earttea emla&is&meat* sligMly ssaf« thmm 46© It. im Jtoagtlt arat 
appf@aimately 18 ft., in Might at tte® paint ©f Hms fCSMt's g»ste»t 
depth. Tke tap wMfii of tke dam is ap^rssimstelf IS ft, Tiie laa 
fcittss a ire.se sr fair c@s|miaiag ait estiesMed 2 aailliaa. gsltsas sf 
water. The structure «s &ailt I«f tfae paaspmns M lEipsssdisg a 
water B-mpptg ssi f#r tfee parpsge e£ fire gr#tecti©s at tfee -4sva- 
slream mSEaf*cts,f.4sig p laat. Item t&e iais is tesated as mv&Mmsf 
pipei. l2-iacfee» is diameter. 



Problems ha?e occurred iaa tfee past regarding Mgh water at this j»€»d 
and reports ia eoasectiea therewith were submitted t@ j&nt Hoa©r»M© 
Board an April 22, l?4f and again ©a May 27, 1953, 

Witea tfee dam was last inspected in If 61, il was foaact tfeat tlie pernS. 
was empty and a© water itM feeea stewistl fsr seme time. Oa Wednes- 
day, April 4, 1962, it was f«a# that the asm h&& been reactivated 
aad water was stated la aa excfsgttsaaliy Mgk elevation. 

Tke msrmal spillway h&M sees a vertical pip© ceaaectei I© fcbe pip® 
thru tins sisbajafomeiit, Wfeemeveir tfe# fldw ©f water ia ihm pm& jreadi&i 
&x exceeded tfee lif of Hie vertical pips sp.eaisgj pmx<& water passei 
dmm thru tfct pig© and essief tie dais embaBfeseafe. T&© top <sf a stsa© 
roasewry structure «t the spillway was mmmmlly above wateif level nasi 
la ifce past a plaak eecver rested ©a Ilia masonry. As <af m&m t the w*l@r 
level is §e high tbat itaa entire mmmtj «trtu&ur« is anil#r watef . There 
i# me eviieace sf fee vertical pipe feeiag i& |&»e# ani Irsaa Has small 
irmkU «f wiitsi* Ifeat ®m«i?g®s iitmm t&e erne ©f ikis pipeline M the tat &£ 
the Ism, it weald appear a® II t&® up«tr*ai» «sd of the spillway jap© .ha* 

To tlse fight ©f Use sasla spillway s©i»esa.@ tea dug a aarr©w treaela 
ttes tit® ©aftfe ©taafeteteeaeaf a&«i wat« is at* allowed I© pass aer©ss 
the eattli ©mfeastEisaeBt; is tMs t*eac&. B«caii»f tit® eiafeasfemeiit Is 
fairly w#li €#aa|»ete€l asst beeiwse ©I feea-vy r#©t structure , thm flew* 
lag wales' hm ast eateii thru tfce «jmbamfem#mt t© assy great depth. B^w- 
*v**i it ©a,s be j»tieesi at lie ^©wastreaia eui #1 this chaaael* em- 
feaafessest material is being waslis«i sway an# tibs eass'bsuafem^Bt is 1»«i»g 
eat deeper aa# ie®p#f with each jtass.fttg Aay. EwataaHy* a hmmh 
will eusear tferu ttie dam aai the pend will be released. 

Taere U further «videae* M fhe fact that th« water iev#i is feigkes- 
thas »@tmal aal p^©peT, is t&at esssI of t&e f«©t grewiag fr®ia tte 
tt|*st ream ©%# ©f the embaaksieat .afe m&w immdm®4 at lie baa« aai 
r©@t l«vel. T&««« trees, if aUcnred to remain saies the tevet el tits 

pawl, will 4i€ and lse.®«si€ a danger te t&e sit uctitirs . 

it is ree-smiBecded that Ifee Owner of the 4 am be directed t® .im- 
mediately leweif tli@ teirel ©I the pmtd is a safe aad pmpmT m&mmt 
&md to restore the spillway facilities to tke condition that existed 
pri4» to tie «isaatfe.«ri«ed e^3Bg@s that have b&mn made. It i* fartfeer 
M€©tora©Bde*l that tfee Owner fe directed t© provide a proper swale 
spillway at thm right «a& 0I the #aia la ailcw f er lite a.ut«matic re- 
lease ©I any surplus water aad p-re%*®st th® recurremc® si the zmMtiom 
ss asw setei. '■'• 
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Ouf Board eofsCiars la the r@€€»me»dati©&s el fcbe C ©tasty Hydra.aiie Engineer 
and directs ifest y©« immediately rest©*© £©m«liiMtss at ymif 4am t* ttidse existing 
la the past, wkewehj tie saaia spillway pipe e»» ami will iwmcti&m freely, watm? 
l#v#l will lb® maiat^taei. at t!a« propgtr #ie¥Sti.esi a,»i tfaa cfa&i&iwl est &©.?©« fit© 
eia'basfesiest will b® semisd aiti elsses ia a pf ©jxir maimer. This. e&asi*@I siniaid 
be €ietei ay pnefditg it vety tightly witfa a mksimm @f elsy ajad mM. It Is aluo 
#ife-«te4 tlwt iiBtil seek fisie- a.§ tli« spillway facilities at tills dam ajre f ##t©ysd 
aai the @mbmmkm@ni repstiif^d, that a© wM@y h® itsp&um&eA at t%e #itsi saiai t&at 
f_t^' , "*r* 'fee kept feispty. 

Wfces-f«i ii-M?« r**t?r«dtte spillway facilities a.sS ?epair@4 the ehmmnel tfest the 
eimMafeSf*, jteags* mmiif this Bsatd im writing.. Ili.e Coastf Mf-draalic Eagiaeef 
will fee &ir«ete«it© n&&&« aya inspgciiem el y@ei° dam at that time »&d t# f^epare a 
mpmt im filing ia tfeg Qmumif CmH IIsu« retarding ce®&iti@i*s at f®u,x data.. 

Slaee y«mr dam comes uBfissf Gaissty |B*iJdl«l|.©s s yi» «h@uM sat m&&s any chang* © 
ia ft© #3bs wit&sst fit st sfetaislsg afsgi-sval fr#m tit® CsmAj. Ghtmgm of a m®j« 
antefe tMl w«aM affe-et f«a# level «r alter tfe# iigillwaf capacity* rehire that 
#sMi|«*I jsias* and ©ft#eMte*tii»ii fe# filed wiiii the €«aiy. If j« feiwe «»y faesliaa 
Is eat»ecii#m witit ih<t #gs.3f atise anil mafcatesiamee #£ y©ax dam., fciwlly ©all #r 
write t&« Baard -at tti@ County €©srt House ia Sja-iagfiisM er th« County Hy4r«ulic 
£ag$s**T, Cteorg* H. Me&esnell, at B«*e?i & P»%ua£ Streets, Holyefce, Ms.es. , 
tete^-ese JE 3*3991. 

Wmj truly y oer 9 » 

BOABD OF COUNTY CQMMIS5IONEBS 



1 



Apr ii 10, 196-2 



» assi&E.cwsse wiib> Hie prswislsas #£ dss^g^mt 353 -wi |fe§ QmmmTmk 'la&mm && life* 
3 ^ „;/ „«j;T/«f "J.«,Ii .-_. '„^„&, , .3 *t.a s ..pe^tsteisg i m tfcs safety a»i isf : p»€ti@a af 
majss* la* ■£■#«»% C^^si^J:S:S:l«i#*® ,fes : ¥« ■tsn$#&sl as .i&gp#©il©a #f jrofsi? -claia.1, .!©» 
• rlc j* 7. r c-^ £\ - :„ "jic*s "It, s t# fee .maif Iqr tltft C#«ty Bf#r«aSic Ei- 
gitiiiisir ### ifes pst|»«s -«f «fait®«j»imisg if f!» te is *ajfe ia its exlfilitg -©agfe- 
4ltf «s «ss itfeslkai* &w act :€ltea§« Histfe &«», j»*ii§ at tils n tra-Miit n witis«it 

T%e €#SBty ffpt**sl§6 :£jig!m«is.ir ma*© him. i»»petti«i ©f f ©mi? 4*si #» V«4a#a4aj' , 

»ltt*# ta «stf : Il«ipl fey fist Ce»»|f B|T§if ayalfe fSagtae®* Is «« IdltswrsK 

'I : l|e diyas aae porad Isa qaesiism is t&e f«fsaer Otis Company Sea«r* 
war dsari, asti #s^e was «wfie.# fey tkm Biotas Peck C^sfcpfsjsy-. ¥%Is 
das and -pa&si #"?i»aiaaiiy became tfe« |ir©pett|* o£ a Mr, Midsta »4 
'" * ' r ■> - > -«■* j- >? -'«. ^ »•-» feuc- ; 5» : ,*2.t- ^j^i^ v„re «x.cr 1 jti;F««i by a Mr. 
i>s#a. is B«itiS¥iIi©., 

T&# #ai» «.?*c t j^£ *■*<■ uratec cr *- ?-i~ii tr- ^izr/ zi the ^ iT~ 
B.i¥®r at a paint jest spstrsaiB #1 B«&gipt311« Cs^ef.. T%® 4mm is 
■aa «a/tl^>- ciu^si ,-. . _**, Mi^fcti; . --* . fh« it* .in leaglfe ani. 

sgps#»si.ale% ii ft. i& height at i&e f^iat «i-|fe« ^n-si's greatest 
itepfc. Tfc® top vj-idth of the dam i« *ffif«xi»«t#ty l§ ft* Tfea sse 
fst*ms a resesirMy cisiialaiag a® «»ti»i*ifii 1 wiHloai. gali^* #1 
w&tey. The structure w&& built lo^ ili& purpose a£ imijouisulag a 
w*t«r tsgplj asd f«r li,* pmrpim^ -s£ §iwm pf^eclt^ at Mht <&mrnn« 
«tr«.aaa ^aaa^eimffiss plaat. T&s?» tk« «ssi it iseateA mm asve*H@w 



Pf&MfiEis have -©eeairesl ja the p&$% t?«gaT«litig Mgfe water at tkis $wagsd 
and f®p«f Is ia eaaseetiea tineiT©wiffe wet 1 * sslsiiittecl t# year Hoti®»li!t 
Bet&rel on April El s l?4f aa# again ©a May 21 .» If 53, 

t# ssVW &■&&§£ ■s^^*.£*& T^f'^fc-^s ;&&&Sw jS^*.w psPsS? ■%*■ w^ff-ftft *.&» .& jfw^.jg =^& 'w¥^w AwsMaB Sss&^ffiSrss- »S;6^& JJ'-^s^ss 

ami wsfgr wis sf ere4 t© aa excepti^iallf Mgfe elevaties.. 

<4#wii tfe#n tfa& j>iye Spi ■oaadesf £Ja& Ham ©nife&alaiiefit. T&e tsjs af a, $1©®© 
8S-S : s#isst iitsii©lii^s s.f tils ssilikwxv was s#ff.m&Il¥" sfe^ws wstn^ 1:©V©I dsfi 
ill 111.® jpsSit s jstaoilE cswe* rsatei. nts tfce m&msmTf* Am M bstw* &e wat« 



flirty well c»iipact^4 «rfl b^ca-ii-S-e ^ ^.H¥y ^'#^ Bttuduf^» tfe# 11^^ 
»g wsle-f- Umm ms£ a®*e© &^n tfee emMmlime^t t.@ -amy great 4ept&, Hi 



p€^dL# will Al® -em! be^#^0 n -d-^^g^.f t# tti.# ^tfi^^tu^» 

It ia reeasna-^m#e4 titet tte Oroef @f tiit «!»&& fe# dlrset#4 to Ira* 



-3- 



Q&t Board ees&eurs in the wmmmmemi.m,imm ©f tfcws C^usstj If yi* anile E-ag.ime«r 
aiicl sheets tiiat y<m .iism#diM«ty ir#si&f« eaasllii#a.§. nf your dam l# lfe#s-e eaastteg 
is Us® |5ast» wa@r#sy €&# ib«h spillwsy j*i,p# ©nn susi will &B.6ti©a fs*'#®iyj, wftt#i* 
level will, be BtMataiseii «t fke proper ©itvstles »a4 f&# c&aa^el e»t .&«?©## Hi« 
*si.fe».aa^B , i«at will hm m®m%m4. asi, ela§.»fi ia * pw-m^ms a*M«f. TMs «iiafi»l #k#nld 
r?e el©§#d fey p acfeiag it very ttgMIy with a mfa#tM>e sf clay and ssismL It i* His© 
difeete-ti tJkal aatii suds lassie as tke spillway facilities *t litis <i«es .are «si@f «# 
sas tte @Hib#a.sifiast f epaif€Sj tfeat as wsief be lsaj?©«a«i®el at flfee duns asd thai 

■ «£ J$W4li& P^ ai^ W-EM-^Wj a 

WJbea f 0s fewe wwBtmm€ iim Sfiilway f&eiliti** awl wm^mmem tit® mkmml tt*m Umb 
emhm$m®w&, please afittfj iitis B-imri Is writing. T&e Cstaifj Bf#r*»iic Eitgtiwsf 
wilt fee 4ijr©ct#4 to mSO&© aa tosf #€ti@m s£ y #u* isra at iiiM time sad f© ptefsrs a 
r«f ©ft im filing ia ttis Cstifity Ciiairt Il«a«« f #gstsimg e©^ili.«as at jms -iaia. 

Since f #».f #&sa. ©saits tiasci#ff C-0ttafy J«M*#iiti@fi f y*a .sfcaaM set a&a.&g .aay ©ha^ges 
isi. fii« l»m -' , I * ' . .1 „_ , - , - „r - .. f^„. "jg. „ ">_i„t^ . Ckaagits ©f a m®j« 
astefft Ifcat »«16 alfect pasiil le«i #r attef : &# spillway eapaeily.* **«pir€ that 
@#-fMteJl pittas sail gjp^etfi&aiisskf *&# fll## wife tk# Crusty. If y @ti J>»*we ssy «p©#ti@B 
Im connect j, ass with. th# aper^tisii and sialats»a»c€ #1 ystti 5 #»si., kiaaSiy call ay 
write tM.e B©*.ri at tfee C@tssity Cdsffl fi@i»a# ia Spfiapfitld oap tfc® Ceasty llydraslie 
Ssgisseft C5#er|# K« Mcl&^iaslis at B#wars; & Fs^Liet otreetSj Hsly«*« s Mass. » 



BOABO OF COUNTY COMMSSIOMESS 



Holco tub, F E 



1^47 Palmer 

Also see: Imda Dam fka Otis Company Eeservoir Dam. 



City/Town 



Dam 



Falraer 



Otis Company Reservoir Dam 



Dam 



Duda Dam 



Name 



Name 



Holbrook.FE 
Duda, Joseph S. 



Water 



Swift River 



PALMER 
D15011 



HOLCOMB, F E 

SEE: DUDA DAM FKA OTIS COMPANY RESERVOIR DAM 

D15010 

NO IMAGE ON FILE FOR THIS RECORD 



(INFORMATION EXISTS ONLY ON A FILE CARD FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE FORMER HAMPDEN COUNTY ENGINEER.) 



miy Fond Dam aka Cheney Dam 




1952 Palmer 

Location is Lilly Fond between High Street and Main Street in the Boiidvil le area of town . 



City/Town 



Falmer 



Dam 



Dam 



Name 



Streets 



Lilly Fond Dam 
Cheney Dam 
Cheney, GB 
High Street 



Streets 



Main Street 



Water 



Lilly Fond 



April 21, 1952 



$tr. SsoFge I. H©Bs»smgll , 
§mmmtf Sftraalle Engineer, 
189 Hlgfa Street, 
Ifelf^ke, lagsjteiwasetts 

Bear Sir.! 

««sf tiianks for j#«r letter of April fc relative 
to eeadltldas *t LillyJ^sIL 

If tbeFe is fuTtiie.r Inf&rs&tlsui seeded #b tills 
matter I will get Is toaeli wlt.li yen. 



¥®j>j truly yours. 



0G to W. 4. Stapleton r J 



TIO.H.B St BONO 



Mspm* K isp 



»!gfe mm mm 
sit»## WAmmm 

the <Mm$£i;ioB£ »* Sixty ^^ as , jSjjBQf^^f Apeii 3. s 195s,, 

fttSy ipaisl is tiwsetsi %«*««s fHift S*. al ifeSm St, la «&s Vmmmm^m 
area «# $«wu 8«ws»a* «fcw» *fes* £$ &«* * a mmfm& mm- «f Aal «&#«« 

«tl# «M its* It him torn* ^MmmA &s a ire*«^ai pa8&» fe^«s*S^^S©a s»e- 

■ Mala iftp«# »apse« t® lt» «@#fe «# tlse $©nt ang, -gi^ f a %^ ^^^ .%g 
all 4tjps©%l«a# .is ;f:isi^ttl%' at M^i 4^ l##mr than, ffea issui* 

f £«t «fc^ t%» s tfe# i§t«i t« $esm# Wm0im vim mmm f m$m* mmxm* 
«ii *s®s*aitesi. «« tli&f %&§ «t*®r 1«*A te tte 4&«ti $# iw««^»J^I^^ aft 

:*w» fa& pips &s- «aiy tfc» ia^a«s^ mm W *fea ?w^A s^s m ilte l«ss«ft i#f^ 







•"^ 



%^ 1 



.# 



^# 



tt&taa ftis*® is #@u# ©t&sr Q&it^ ut*? mAm mAm -m Vim p»€ mM» **M i#tt 

sS.:|gfeflgr sfep«e mmm& 'km&% si tMi tMs wrii^fefea t&- la tesfjtog; ^Ifls %!» 
M#t ^Btsa mt®!* ©©sfti%i©isi li©4ag g^erallgf «^«5«€sa©e4 flt»mgt«it; tfels 

Its asait ffas X^wtl *sf MHy f^sl l@s %#§& sisfc tas«s* fess* tiK im&ss t®» 

AefiaAfeS^r ust ly Kb® fesstfMs'swai?' iasfe ©©f^gstftel .Ires. |sl®!9liit& J 

fey* #£ til© yuati: a«t #iii®» f«s» all ftpB#atisat»s a® s&esu ® faa& %«aa tnft# 









Labossiere Dam aka Mount Dumpling Brook Dam 



1^33 Palmer 

Located on Mount Dumpling Brook 



City/Town 



Falmer 



Dam 



Mount Dumpling Brook Dam 



Dam 



Labossiere Dam 



Name 



Labossiere,. Hernias C 



Water 



Mount Dumpling Brook 



my 10, 191® 

£. ©* .lex if » , 

Suar Sir; 

la i?ee#^4#n©i with the prstisi&as af Seetiaa 

Ciiefter-- StMl af tfce Mte of WW set as faultier .s«r4el 
ly CS.e^ler 1^6 §-f the A«ts ©f 1SS4 relsti^t t§ tM is- 
?p&c-x.i^, i^j^i-13/ s-r-£ se^^ .©■£ tlie faass #f It,iifi.eii 

l r 3>m£* Jmmplim ?-&$%%■* s"* ©tll-et, is fcij,# fuwa §.f fsl»er s 

Is c^llM. -to* the folios ii)g: ©SBdltias nated tM rte«- 
r et-C> -ior m&&& tj feij±; 

^ffee &0ws&trea.Ba ems of the ©est well &t tfct© 
e©ee-r«-fe.it giplllwajt s-M mlsn th& d0w : iietr««n eui nf the 

it ifee pre&ent tin© the water, efter it 
ei-ss-iftE fee sf ill«eg, turns snI flssfs slang ifee 
tawsitreiE t#e &f th.e aim. ffeis swrfiow weter 
sk-a-eld %® tl¥©-rtei mmy from fctee t©t af Ifas Is« fey 
fft^iiifif a swsle or usier course Itsflcg strsigbt fres 
the sfiltway is s fpts&t well Isslaw sat mmsj tr-$m tiae 
taie of tfee ten* 1 * 

Ici*, t&eref ©r® t im s&e&ratBiis witla Ssstit© 46 
of ssid Cfcepter £5S, it is ordered that tfee ebov* rec&a- 

meadstlam "be $ss.pli®t with 1© a reeeaiisM« Length nf time* 

te.y farther iafsnieliaa ©SB.eerm.ieg ibis matter 
whiefa you assy desire will fee furnishes fef tMs sffist up-&£ 
request * 

conn C" :*-/,""* ':" 



27. If 33 






f&lf^.iP 



I*iftf4ei 
BBS ism 



i'SU 






©#fim 



. W -*j, -w & 



Tsars ¥srj feral 
J a Hies 1 „ Sighe, 



Hampden County Commissi oners ? - 
Springfield ? Maes* 



Palmer, Mass® 
lay S3, 1933 . 



u b e*. .1. O J. X £: , 

I appreciate your letter of May 10th calling my 
attention to the condition of my dam located on Mount Dump- 
ling Brook in the Town of Palmer. 1 note in the last para- 
graph of your letter that any further information which I 
desire will he furnished "by your office on request. There- 

this information* 



fore, I assure you that I will 



appreciate 



17 



irsx , 



much time will yon allow me 



■P",v + 1. 



ins 



Ci 



sm? I am rerv oratatsed for money at the present time because 



of the scarcity of iee 

"buy artificial ice. lit 

since receiving your letter, so 

■whatever for the time "being* 



nd the necessity 

T 'h at 



g o i n a- ou t s i d 8 to 



there appears to be 



•owe xeet 
no danger 



I am very anxious to cooperate one hundred per cent* 
with whatever nlan you suggest; and I would greatly appreci- 
ate your advice on the cheapest method to remedy the defect, 
"because I am just "barely weathering the depression. 

Very truly yours, 




Hermas G. Labossiere ^p^sfif- 

Box 67 ' 

Palmer, Mass* 
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i tt'&B, 
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.ary 



Aayfartiiw iu.f©i»iattl»ja erasers ii^ ibis amttgr wki©.fa 
jam @&y tesir© will be faimlsl»t fey tfciis offiee spsm raqueat. 
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ISel^S* 



Hinkso ti Paper Company Dams 



U)6i Palmer 

Also see: Ifam Report Section. 



City/Town 



Falmer 



Dam 



Hinlson Faper Company Dams 



Name 



Hinkson Paper Company 



August 14 f 1961 -- Copy sent 



jQ Mr, 



: Donne II 



f^lnf^son j^ap^t (ompanij 



August 4, 1961 



Mr. Ralph Walsh^ 

Office of the County Coram* 

97 Elm St. 

Springfield P Mass 9 

Dear Mr s Walsh j 

With reference to your le tier of August 2nd 
•wish to advise that dams are not abandoned, hut ponds 
kept dry because of children from surrounding new 
housing development playing around then., even though 
land I 3 posted* 

Would like very much to discuss some 
Ith you and wonder If It would he con- 



venient for you if I 
the isay our to work? 






Cordially yours. 



HIMSOTC PAPaR CCMFAH 







John W Boyle Realty Company Dam 



1.926 Palmer 

Dam located across the outlet of Thompson Lake. 



City/Town 



Falmer 



Dam 



John W Boyle Realty Company Dam 



Name 



John W Boyle Realty Company 



Water 



Thompaon Lake 
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therefore ^ in ae-eordaec® stltla Saeti-as 4 
«:0rtfistions b# oosplied wiili is. a, ^aaitcaat&sie tins* 

lours terj -truly, 

rtf-if w»«Wf sTi*sa#T cot ^srefde 
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TELEPHONE 



RIVER 3 8 80 
WALNUT 414 



HEAL ESTATE DEVELOPERS 
BUILDING LOT SPECIALISTS 



BOYLE REALTY COMPANY 

318 MAIN STREET 
SPRINGFIELD. MASSACHUSETTS 

REALTORS 



REFERENCES 
ANY SPRINGFIELD BANK 



February 25,1926. 



County Commissioners, 

City Hall, 

City. 



Gentlemen: - 



In reply to your letter of the 24th., 
regarding dam at Lake Thompson, Palmer. 

We will carry out the recommendations of 
your engineer just as soon as the frost is out of 
the ground so that the work can be performed. 



Yours very truly, 
Boyle Realty Company 



jvb/h. 





Thompson Lake Dam 




1933 Palmer 

Dam and spillway located at Thompson Lake and Thompson Lake Pond. See also: County Roads 
Plan #£(j (1956) "Praise Lower Reservoir Dam". 



City/Town 



Falraer 



Dam 



Thompson Lake Dam 



Name 



Thompson Lake Civic Association, Inc 



Water 



Thompson Fond 



Water 



Thompson Lake 










H4*oH^ofi.„fyjAerm) y m't.d...jst'W{: 



i%%m&W%?% May 13, 1933 
Palmer State Fish Hatchery ^ 
Palmer * Masa. 






Hampden County Commissioners, 
Hampden County Court House, 
3? Elm St., 
Springfield, Mass. 

Gentlemen: 

I had occasion last Saturday to go to Thompson's Lake, 
so-called, (this lake is located about lilies above ue) to 
investigate why there was a surplus of water coming down the brook 
from this lake. In looking over the dam at this lake I got tne 
impression that it should be repaired because if anything «;<wld 
happen to this dam it would do considerable flood damage and would 
probably flood us out as all the water would come down thru our 
fish propagation system. 

This lake is located off from Palmer Center about a mile 
and is an artifical lake of more than 30 acres. 

I do not know whether the County Engineer has ever inspect- 
ed this dam but it is my impression that all dams creating artifical 
bodies of waters must bear the approval of the County Engineerwno 
acts for the County Commissioners in such matters. 



It is my opinion that this dam should be inspected 



and I 



It is my opinion that this dam should oe mspecxea a»^ 
would urge that such a step be taken at an early date as it some- 
thing not only for the safety of the property owners down from this 
lake but for the safety of our hatchery. 



Your 



■tMtly^^- 




Mon re-ex 






S 



E&j 84, 19M 



lilll&it F s lto.BX©«, 8iigt, f 
FeliEftr Stsfce fish Hsts-hery f 



Bter Sir: 



.ra'M t-lf e 






newer t0 your letter of the 12th inst* 
ItitMBf sam Ls3t« fissi is Falser we -beg to 

4 suae j©*rs §|p». 






. 26th last tfee 4ee» «&b inspected fey 

r®©-srte4 II ts ^« is fsir easillisa. 
lr'' oVthe ever? le» ©hfsanel ar swsle 

""©pillwf-j. tewefrer, see&s s»e repeirs 
i&s ' hmn lireeted to meke within e 



i* *i«faty-fe»o feet is lemgtfe ssi 
■C Its *iAife on top is thirty-faur 



Or. invest iget ion i* 6i>P*«rs that the -surplus 
w^ter eoRsii-.F 4owe the fcrook froa tfee lske, to rhicb 
y-our letter 'refers, see ceu.sed fcy the re*QTel af s 

flaiMiisra ©a the spillway. 

Is ©s&eliasism, «■« ®^f sfeste feast tsis 
Thompson Xefce d*ffi, es *ell se every other d*m in ti» 
County, is Inspected secoriicg to Is* one® in every two 
vefre. In addition to this periodic inapeetiaa tfcos.e 
k©£ niicee failure aig-bl heire s-erisae results &?e s 
pr&etieslly anter eteetsiai serireillstiee. 






IHT^^iT 
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//.sr/'/n /> wt/, ■■■&/■ f'.t/wtJ/w w/u>? 



iO[Sm0^e^f^'^^^yn/ April 30, 1935 



Mr. Thomas J. Gostello 
Chairman, County Commissioners 

Springfield, Mass. 

Dear Sir; 

While at our Palmer Hatcher;/ last week I had 
occasion to look over the clam and spillway at Thompson's 
Pond which lies above the hatchery property and feeds 
our water system, at the hatchery. 

In looking over the spillway it was apparent 
that the masonry had cracked and there were oossibiliti.es 
of the water working, down into the dam, and it appeared 
to me that something should he done about it. 

Mr. Monroe s the superintendent of the hatchery , 
stated that he had had some correspondence with your office 
about this same matter two years ago, and had received word 
from your office that your engineer had made an inspection 
of this dam and directed the owner to make the necessary 
reoairs to the spillway. It appeared that nothing had been 
done about It, and as we are vitally Interested in protecting 
our rights below, we would appreciate It if you would look 
Into this matter and see If something can not be done about 
it. 

Very truly yours, , / 

ARNOLD E. HOWARD 
FIELD AGENT AHD ENGINEER 

AEH : GEK 






vV 



AM. SOC. C. B. 

INST. C E. GREAT BRITAIN 

ENS. INST. Or CANADA 



WATER SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 

sewAae disposal 

ANALYSIS OF WATER 



JAMES L. T1GHE 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

CALEDONIAN BUILDING, !S» HIGH STREET 

HOLYOKE, MASS. 

TELEPHONE SS2S 
MEMBER AM. INST. OF CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. 



MEMBER 

BOSTON IOC. C. ft. 

ENS SOC. WEST. MASS, 

AM. ft N. £. W. W. ASSOC'B 



May 8, 1935 



WATER POWER INVESTIGATIONS 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
DAMS AND POWER INSTALLATIONS 
ESTIMATES AND APPRAISALS 



The Hon. The Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden Oounty f Court House 
Springfield, Mass. 

Thomas J. Oostelio, Chairman; 

Bear Sir: 

In regard to some repairs needed to "be taade on 
the spillway channel of the Thompson lake 4am in the Sown 
of "-Palmer and aDQixt which a notification was sent "by the 
County to the owner of the property Mr. Bino A. luppi of 
84 Saratoga Street-, Springfield, Mass., I beg to state 
that the repairs ha¥e not as yet "been made. 

It appears Fir. luppi has left Springfield and 
I hsve made many inquiries to try to locate him and 
have called on the assessors in r aimer thinking they would 
have his present address, but have been unsuoessful. 

Inasmuch as there are some taxes due on the 
property and that the Sown of Palmer is interested in it, 
the Chairman of the Selectmen Mr. I. MarhelewiC2,with whom 
I talked the matter over, told me to (fessur-e the Board 
that, since the repairs to be made is a small .job, the 2? own 
would do the work. 



Respectfully submitted 



%< Ui^M 



OFFICE OF THE TOWN COUNSEL. 

May g, 1935- 



William 0, Giles, Esq., 

Counsel to Oouaty Commissioners, 
Springfield, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Giles; 

I baire looked up the natter ol taxes assessed to 
Bixjo Luppi. He appears to be assessed for the das and. abut- 
ments at Lake Thompson and about 3^ acres 3^7' L '+ SQtkare feet 
of land. The assessed value is $3bCKX His taxes are unpaid 
for 1932, 1933 and 193*4-. The amount of i&e taxes for 193 2 
are 195.20; 1933, 195.20 and 193M-, $122.4-0. He owes this 
amount together with interest. 

From notations on the records in the assessors' 
office it appears that John. V, Boyle conveyed to Bine Ltippi 
by quitclaim* deed datedHarch 2g- 193 2 » recorded with Hampden 

County Deeds, Book 1^96, Page M0, the land witnin the bo-unfi- 
aries of certain. named and mmsmed streets as shown 011 plan 
of Lake Tbasrpscn, dam and. abutments, land in the bedded stream^ 
etc. A glance at tne deed will show you definitely what was 
conveyed by Mr. Boyle to Ltippi . 

I think this bears out the statement I made to you 
that John V. Boyle is really the man interested in the develop- 
ment of Lake Thompson and arranged with Dino Luppi , whoever be 
may be, to bold tbie title for Jaiau I am quite sure if yew will 
take tiie matter up witn Mr. Boyle you will get results. 

Tours very truly, 

Town Counsel, 



May 22, 1935 



£>• Smmm !•• figtis, 
1_9 High Strstt s 

Bins* ts?» figfe@i 

Is &i*@ wrl^i-ag %s ysu la regard to r#~ 

3£Hgitfg)-$& £«&«' Bus la *-*» 5©sra eaf fr-llsar ©a property 
owned b^ Mr. &i*io A. %Mpp% of l» Saratoga Street, Spring- 
fi*it&* Mass, 

££•&*• issfet a '«*£«rfc %o is to «?&&ias 
iii@§fciF .yen isaittsf tts s$$tta&i£» .*&£* «&_ Iji good 
mm&%km. t . wad ft »$&* tit «niiM« la AfttaiX «*d taut 
wo* &s& ®h&mm required for #af etgr ■&**& ta_* pi&Xltt good, 

f.@ w«»M like to i»r* IMs Tieport ao tbat 
mm %m^ eoosidftr It at gur oasfe a«»tiae* «a $«&bt*d«gr v 
May 29th.. 

GQtlSTX CCifMJ.SSI©i£R5 

B^ 

Counsel. 



10S/I 



MEMBER 

AM. SOC. C. E. 

SNST. C. E. GREAT BRITAIN 

ENG. INST, OF CANADA 



JAMES L. TIGHE 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

CALEDONIAN BUILDING, IBS HIGH STREET 

HOLYOKE, MASS. 

TELEPHONE 5525 
MEMBER AM. INST. OF CONSULTING ENGINEERS. INC. 



MEMBER 

BOSTON SOC. C. E. 

ENG. SOC. WEST. MASS. 

AM, & N. E. (V. W. ASSOC'S 



WATER SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
ANALYSIS OF WATER 



May 26, 19SS 



WATER POWER INVESTIGATIONS 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
DAMS AND POWER INSTALLATIONS 
ESTIMATES AND APPRAISALS 



fh© Hoa, The Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County, Court House 
Springfield, "Mass. 

Thomas J, Costello, Chairman; 

Dear Sirs 



In answer to your letter of the 2Sn.d last. X beg to state that 
notwithstanding repairs are needed on the overflow or spillway channel of 
the Thompson Lake Dam in Palmer j, I do not consider the dam as a whole unsafi 
at present or in any danger of collapsing. 

The overflow or spillway however, which is a concrete swale 
■built across the top of the dam, is disintegrating and has become broken up 
in places. Bepairs should be raade on this part of the structure as leakage 
through the swale will in time affect the stability of the structure. 'There 
are other minor repairs that should be mad©, such as touching up the earth- 
fill, resetting of displaced stone etc. 

The accompanying sketch shows the type and size of the dam and 
also the disintegrated parts in the spillway channel or swale where the 
repairs are needed. 

In making the repairs it would be adYis&ble to rebuild the 
whole of the swale instead of patching the disintegrated parts. 

Inasimich as the flashboard on the spillway crest is under no 
responsible control and is tampered with frora time to time, I would recommend 
that later in th® season, when the lake drops to the crest of the spillway, 
the flashboard be removed permanently. 



Respectfully submitted 
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OFFICE OF SELECTMEN 
HOLBROOK BUILDING 



July 18 til. 1935, 



County Commissioners, 

Court House, 

Springfield * Massachusetts. 

Dear Sirs:- 

Tiie Board of Selectmen of this town held a 
special meeting at 3 P. M* last Sunday at Lake Thompson, 
with the cottage owners in regard to the lake Thompson 
dam and it we.s decided that the town would furnish the 
gravel » stone and equipment and the cottage owners would 
furnish the cement and do the work under the supervision 
of the Hampden County Commies i oners. The work is to he 
started next Saturday, July 20th. 1935. 

Very truly , 

/For Board of Selectmen. 



MEMBER 

AM. SOC. O. E. 

INST. C. K. OREAT BRITAIN 

EMO. INST. OP CANADA 
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JAMES L. TIGHE 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

CALEDONIAN BUILDING, 189 HtOH STREET 

HOL.YOKE, MASS. 

TELEPHONE S528 
MEMBER AM. INST. OF CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. 



MEMBER 

BOSTON SOC. C. E. 

ENO SOC. WEST. MASS. 

am. a n. e. w. w. Assoce 



July 50, 1955 



WATER POWER INVESTIGATIONS 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
DAMS AND POWER INSTALLATIONS 
ESTIMATES AND APPRAISALS 



The Hon. The Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County f Court Hous% 
Springfield, Mass. 

Thomae J. Cosfcello, Chairman: 

Bear Sir: 

I "beg to state that the Thompson La&e dam in the 
town of Palmer has "been repaired including the rebuilding of 
the spillway with 're-enforced oonerete. The work: hss been 
done in accordance with the plans and specifications on file 
with the county and under the direct supervision of your 
engineer. 



Respectfully submitted. 



^m&o cZ ® iJuxJfi.^ 



inuitt of palnwr, JKaBBarljuHPttfi 



OFFICE OF SELECTMEN 
HOLBROOK BUILDING 



August 2nd. 1935- 



County Gommiss i oners » 
Court House, 
Springfield, Mass. 

Gentlemen: - 

As per your request the Board of Selectmen wish me 
to inform you that the work of repairing the dam at Lake Thompson 
under the supervision of one of your Engineers is completed, 

Yery truly, 

/ For Board of Selectmen. 
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OTOBMAJHOM SO BIBBSHS 



************ 



Sealed "bids or proposals addressed te the Board of County 
Commissioners of Hampden County, Court House, Springfield, Mass. and 
endorsed ^Proposal for repairs on fhompson Lake dam" will "be received 
at the ©ffice of the Board until 11 o r eloek A. K. Wednesda y 
1925 when at that time and place the "bids will "be opened 



and read. 



Plans and specifications for the wort; may "be obtained at 
the office of the Board. 

All bids must "be made on the proposal for® provided by 
the Board, must give the price in letters and figures and "be signed 
oy the bidder with his business address. 

Each bid must be accompanied by a certified cheek in 
the sum of fgg.00 drawn upon a national banfe or trust company in 
Massachusetts, payable to ^Hampden County t Hass.% such ehecl: to be 
returned to the bidder unless forfeited under the conditions 
stipulated in the form of proposal. 

All bids will be compared on the basis of the wor& to be 

done namely the building of a reinforced concrete spillway channel 
over the top of the fhompson Lake earthen dam in Palmer t Mass. 
including excavation therefor, paving etc. 

The Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids or 
to accept any bid should the Board deem it for the best interests 
of Hampden County so to do. 



COUHTY CCMMISSIOHERS', 
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PROPOSAL TO THS BOARD OP 

QQ-mrt coiamssiOKERS of hampbm couity 

MASSACHUSETTS FOH THE BUIEDIHG OF 1 

R1IIFORCEB COHCSETS SPILLWAY GEiMEL FOR 

MS REPAIRS 01 fHQKPSOi MES Ml 

E&HIER, MASS. 



******* 



She undersigned as bidder declares that he lias examined 
on the field the proposed wort to be done and the plans and speci- 
fications thereof en file in the office of the Board and has 
taken into consideration all the difficulties to he met with in 
the doing of the work, such as high water in the lake etc. and 
he proposes and agrees that he will contract with the Board of 
County Commissioners of Hampden County, Mass. to provide all the 
labor, materials, tools, machinery and apparatus and do at. 1 the 
worfe specified in the eontraet in the manner and time therein 
prescribed and in accordance with the requirements of the engineer 
as therein set forth. and that he will take in full payment therefor 
the following lump sua of 



If this proposal shall be accepted by the Board of County 
Commissioners, and the undersigned shall fail to contract as afore- 
said within seven (?) days of the date of the mailing of the notice 
to him from the Board that the contract is ready for signature, then 
he shall be considered to have abandoned the contract and the cer- 
tified cheek for twenty-five dollars CtBS.QO) accompanying this 
proposal shall become the property of Hampden County. Otherwise the 
accompanying eheei: shall be returned to the undersigned. 

Sated this day of. . la «» ? esr 1935 « 



SIGHASUHE OF BIDDER 
AID BUSIHSSS ADDRESS 
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HUPBM COT3H3!Y 
MASSACHUSETTS. 



COIfRACf PGE SHE IATING OF A RIHFOB01B 
C0HCRB5E SPIUiWAT 0HAIHEL FOR MB EE1PAIRS 01 

2HOKPS0I LAKE EARTHEH DIM H 

PAIHER, SASS, 

if; )fc sf: $ $ # 4c s$s 5^ 



fhe County of Hampden Massachusetts "by its Board sf 
County Oosiaissieners, party of the first part, and 



hereinafter designates, the contractor, party of the second part, 

agree as fellows: 

AHSICLI 1* The contractor shall do all the work end furnish all 
the laher end materials , tools and machinery necessary for the 
"building sf a reinforced concrete spillway channel over the top of 
fhompson Lake earthen dam Including excavation for same and hael£ 
filling, removal of the eld spillway channel, laying of stone pave- 
ment at ends of the tip stream concrete face wall of dam and relaying 
the displaced stones and levelling up of the downstream dry stone 
masonry wall of the dam etc, in the manner and under the conditions 
herein specified. 

ARTICLE 2. there ever the word Board is used in this contract it 
shall mean the Board of bounty Commissioners of Hampden Comity, 
Massachusetts. 

Where the word Engineer is used in this contract it shall 
mean the person holding the position or acting in the capacity of 
Engineer of the Board. 

ARTICLE 3. All the work under this contract shall he done to 
the satisfaction of the engineer who shall in all cases determine the 
amount f quality and acceptability of the work which is to he paid for 
under this contract and shall decide all questions, which may arise 
relative to the fulfillment of this contract on the part of the contrac- 
tor and his determination shall he final and conclusive. Such 
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determination and decision* in ease any question shall arise, shall 
be 8 condition president to the right of the contractor to receive 
any money under this centra et» 

SPSCIFIOAflOlS 

ARTICLE *♦ 

Seetion 1* She wexic to he tone is the removal of the present 
Spillway- -channel and the building of a new reinforced concrete 
spillway ehaxmei^at the Shosipson Lake dam, including the necessary 
excavation, baelf illing and grading for same; the laying ©f stone 
paving on the upstream slope at the ends of the present facing wallj 
the resetting of the stones that have fallen out of the downstream 
dry stone masonry wall, the building up of that wall to grade and 
the elimination of the flashboard arrangement on the spillway crest. 

Section 2, The work shall he done in accordance with the plans 
on file in the office of the Board, whieh plans and specifications are 
heresy made a part of this contract , and any worlc done not shown on 
thCSt plans shall not be paid for except the work was ordered in 
writing by the engineer. 

Section 3. The contractor shall furnish all lahor and materials, 
tools and machinery and do everything necessary to complete the wori: 
in accordance with the terms of this contract and with the require- 
ment of the engineer thereunder. 

Section 4* All wori during its progress and on completion must 
conform to the lines and grades given hy the engineer and shall be 
executed in accordance with the plans and directions given by him» 
subject to such modifications or additions as shall by him be deemed 
necessary during the execution of the work* 

HBIOYAL OF OID SPII&fAY CHillEL 

Section 5. The present spillway ohannel, whieh is built of 
concrete and stone shall be broken up and removed to a waste bank 
outside the dam designated by the engineer. In case some of the 
stones or all of them removed are suitable , they aay be used in 
building up the downstream dry stone masonry wall or in the paving 
of the upstream slope as hereinafter specified. 

EXCATAIIOff 

Section 6. After the old channel is removed* the excavation for 
the new channel shall be made as shown on plans and to line and grade 



given bj the engineer. Any fill required to bring the bed of the 
channel to grade shell be of good binding gravel, approved by the 
engineer. Such fill shall be puddled with water and thoroughly 
rolled or tamped in place, larth material excavated, if suitable, 
may be set aside and used for backfilling against the walls of the 
new spillway channel* 

BUILDER* IW SPILLWAY CHU31S1* 

Section ?. As the plan shows the reinforced concrete spillway 
ehannel will be 33 feet or thereabouts in length, El feet of which 
will be 4 feet in width on the inside , and the remainder or 12 
feet from 4 to ?■§ feet in width on the inside, the latter width 
being that at the crest of the spillway. 

fhe flooring of the channel as shown on plans will be 
4 inches in thiclmess. Eae walls will be 8 inches in thiclmess 
and one foot in height above the level of the flooring. 

Kie reinforcement will consist of 3/8 inch metal rods, 
with the longitudinal rods 1G inches on centers and the transverse 
rods 18 inches on centers. Ihe transverse rods shall be bent at 
right angles to enter the walls in a vertical position as shown on 
plans and shall reach within Ef inches of the top of the walls, 
within !■§■ inches of the outside of the walls, and within lit inches 
of the bottom of the floor. 

Where splicing or lapping of rods is necessary, the 
lapping shall not be less than 6 inches in length. All rods shall 
be carefully set in place and wired together in such fashion that 
the layout of the rods shall not be disturbed in the least by the 
pouring of the concrete. 

At the joint between the floor of the spillway channel and 
the crest of the spillway, there shall be left a groove one inch 
square in section as shown on the plan. Shis groove shall also 
extend 3 inches up the side walls of the channel. After the concrete 
is set, the groove shall be filled with a mastic cement, similar to 
roofing cement, of a type and brand approved, by the engineer. 

C0HCR1UE 

Section 8. All concrete used in the spillway channel shall consist 
of one volume of Portland cement, 2 volumes of sand, and 4 volumes 
of broken stone or clean coarse gravel. 
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Measurement of the proportion of concrete ingredients 
snail be made exactly, end the contractor shall provide a suitable 
measuring unit or container by which the exact proportions can be 
obtained. 

The cement used shall be made by a manufacturer of 
established reputation, and the brand shall be ap preyed by the 
engineer, lo cement shall be used which is at all lumpy or partially 
set or deteriorated by dampness, and any such cement shall be removed 
at once from the work. 

Sand used shall be clean, sharp silica send, hard and 
durable, and graded from fine to eoarse, all passing through a 
screen having one quarter inch diameter holes. 

Crushed stone shall, be a hard durable trap roclc of such 
sise as to pass through a ring one and one quarter inches in 
diameter* In case the stone contains any dust* loam, clay, or 
other forilJSt substance, it shall be washed or screened to remove 
such substances. 

Mixing of concrete shall be done by a machine mixer of 
not less than one-half bag capacity, and the entire spillway channel 
shall be east in one piece s in one continuous pouring. 

The concrete shall be mixed to the consistency Jmown as 
wet concrete. All concrete shall be thoroughly spaded and tamped 
in place. She floor of the channel and the tops of the side walls 
shall be floated with a float to a smooth, plane surface. 

Forms shall be built of clean, tight lumber, well braced. 
Forms for the exposed faces of the channel walls shall be built of 
new planed and ma.tehed lumber* 

All forms shall remain in place until the engineer shall 
give permission for their removal, but in no ease shall they be 

removed within 12, hours of the time the concrete was poured. 

Patching or touching up of concrete surfaces with mortar 
will not be allowed, as such is not necessary if the work of placing 
is properly done. 

2?he contractor shall allow no water to cross the spillway 
of the dam from the time he begins the wort: of removing the old 
channel until the forms are removed from the new spillway channel 
as ordered by the engineer. 
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She fresh concrete shall be protected from too rapid 
drying out by covering with canvas, wetting etc., if necessary as 
directed by the engineer. 

There is a gravel bank along the highway within a few 
hundred feet of the work and is ease the gravel in this bank is 
satisfactory, in the opinion of the engineer, for the concrete, 
permission may he giTen to the contractor to use it instead of 
bro&en stone. In such case the proportions of cement, sand s and 
gravel shall be determined by the engineer,, 

BACKFILLING 

Section 9. 1ft er the forms have been removed, suitable gravel 
material shall be backfilled against the outside of the spillway 
channel walls , deposited in 6 inch layers and thoroughly tamped 
into place ♦ If the material excavated for the channel is not suit- 
able for this work, gravel puddled in place shall be used instead. 

She surface of this backfilling shall be of loam 4 inches 
in thiofeness, which shall be rounded off, as shown on the plan, from 
the top of the channel walls to connect with the top of the dam 

embanlment ♦ 



STOHS P4TIH& 

Section 10. Stone paving shall be laid, as shown on the plan*, on 
the upstream slope of the dam at both ends of the concrete facing 
wall* A total of 10 square yards of paving shall be laid* It the 
easterly end of the wall, the paving shall be 4 feet in width measu- 
red on the slope (E feet above and 2 feet below the level of the 
spillway crest], and 11 feet in length. At the westerly end of the 
wall the paving shall be 3 feet in width measured on the slope (1 
foot above and 2 feet below the level of the spillway crest!, and 
9 feet in length* 

Stone used shall be field or quarry stone and shall have a 
depth of at least 6 inches, when laid on edge and not flat* Th& 
paving shall be carefully laid on edge Taj hand, stone after stone, 
and rammed to a uniform, even surfaee. fh© surfaee of the paving 
will be flush with the surface of the embankment around it, with 
the joint between well matched and leveled. After the paving is 
laid the voids between the stone shall be filled with gravel washed 
into place with water* 
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The first or foundation row of pairing stones, shall be 
at least IE inches in depth and shall lie well embedded or counter- 
sunk into the embankment. 

RMPAIHII& BOWEFSTKBL&H SMS WALT, 

Section 11. fhe work to be done under this seotion is the reset- 
ting of stones which have fallen from the top of the downstream dry 
stone masonry wall and the building of that wall up to the grades 
shown on the planV 9»he stones used in this work shall be field m? 
quarry stones not less than 12 inehes in width, fhey shall be laid 
flat (on their beds) and shall be set or embedded in cement mortar 
composed of 1 volume of Portland eement and 2 volumes of sand, with 
flush joints, fhe top of the wall shall be brought to a true even 
grade, fhe present coping stones at grade shall not be disturbed or 
reset. After the wall is brought up to grade for its entire length, 
the contractor shall fcaekfill against it with earth where needed to 
bring the embankment level with the top of the wall. 

HlMOTii OF SWF PLAIK WG. 

Section 12, fhe contractor shall, when and as directed by the 

engineer, remove the present 3" I 12® stop plank from the crest of 
the spillway* The stop plank grooves or slots shall then be filled 
with a mortar composed of 1 part of Portland cement and If* parts of 
sand, in order to prevent the use of any stop plani: on the dam in 
the future* 

COMHOL OF WATER 

Section 13. fhe contractor at his own expense shall control the 
level of the pond and the flow from the pond as directed by the 
engineer during the progress of the work. 

At all times the water shall be controlled so that, in 
the opinion of the engineer, it shall neither affect the quality of 

the work being don® nor constitute a menace to property. 

OLEAHIHG W 

Section 14. After the work is complete, the contractor shall 
remove any temporary structures used in the work.. He shall remove 
all lumber, chips, louse stones, rubbish, surplus earth etc. and 
leave the dam and surroundings in a neat and clean condition suit- 
able to the engineer* 
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LIHES MW GRADIS 

Section IS, All lines and, grades will "be given by the engineer , 
but the contractor shall provide and place such stakes and Matter 
■boards as may "be required, 

ELMS MB SPEOIFICAiPIOHS 

Section 16. The plans and specifications are intended to "be 
explanatory of each other "but should any discrepancy appear or any 
misunderstanding arise as to the import of anything contained in 
either, the explanation of the engineer shall be final and "binding 
on the contractor. Any correction of errors or omissions in plans 
or specifications m&j be made by the engineer when such correction 
is necessary far the proper fulfillment of their intention as 
construed- by "him* , 

JlBSEICE OF THE COlfBAOfGR 

Section 17. Whenever the. contractor is not present on the work, 
orders may be given by the -engineer and shall be received and obeyed 
by the foreman in charge of the work. 

IHSU1IIG HB1I0 SAFEfY 

Section 18. Measures shall be taken during the progress of the 
work to insure the public safety by such precautions of watching 
and lighting as may be necessary. Shese precautions shall be satis- 
factory to the Board or its agents and should the contractor fail 
so to do, the Board will provide the same and the expense so 
incurred shall be deducted from any money due or to become due the 
contractor* 

ART I CM 5. If the work or any part thereof shall be found defec- 
tive at any time before the final acceptance of the worts the contrac- 
tor shall forthwith make good such defect in a manner satisfactory 
to the engineer, and if any ssaterials brought upon the ground for use 
in the work or selected for the same shall be condemned by the 
engineer as unsuitable or not in conformity with the specifications 
the contractor shall forthwith remove such material from the vicinity 
of the work, fhe inspection of the work shall not relieve the con- 
tractor of any of his responsibility to furnish sound work as herein 
prescribed and defective work shall be made good, and unsuitable work 
may be rejected. 
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lay of the work which during its progress and before its final 
acceptance, that might become damage! from anv olull Sfii S! 
replaced by good an! satisfactory fort. 7 Sl1 b@ 

wfthf \r« w v a I C ? n Jr? tor 8lia11 «^ lo y enlj competent men 
LfltL X a 2 a f? a11 *? a11 aerations corrected with the work 

tf Cto flfo/Lf L 6218 ? 1 ^ State laws * His attention IS Mil* 
to uiap. 149 of the General Laws and Amendments thereto* 

iSS?? 1 I ! +h ?J @s « ineer ^? ^h:@ alteration? in the lines of 

f?i?!h ^J^V 6 * *? 0r after tile eommencement of construe t ion- 

bf SS Sr 8 SJi2f" 1B f e ;r **• «">«* <* *«*, such increase shall 

completion in such order as »y he prescribe! fy the SineeT 5L 
Sli* ™K° S r?l ? El1 ^ e <^ that on or *efo2 J^M lllh the 
eont?a™f Sha11 ** m ^ 1& ^ * accordance with tnf\ems of thi« 

^ C S/L, f? e eOBtract or shall take all responsibility of the 
work and take all precautions for nreventimr i«i«v.To« +* J 
and property in or abort thS «S ; P 2I5 Sr ^"S™. SSSS« 
to him on account of the amount or character of the wo?5 It It m 
XfETJiJ! th \^^ of the groMd in or on wfieh Z work is done 
being different from what was estimated or expected, or el aecomt 
of the weather, elements or other cause; and shall as sLe the 
2S 6 ?tI f * J* 4 i n ^P ** "»▼• harmless the iJaS™s olf icers 
S?i!J V ge L ts ' fr f m a11 clailtts relating to labor or Materials IS! 
nxshed for the work; or to injuries tolny person or SorSion 

J!?£ T ?£ ° r s S stain f d ** « **o* the contractor or hia eSployees in 

AHflClMS 10. fhe County of Haapden shall pay and the contractor 

S a th/!« e J Te ? S fUl } e «fP««*i« *>r everything fSnlsheda^d Lne 
by the contractor under this contract, and alsofor all lose and 
damage arising- oat of the nature of work aforesaid! S frolC action 
tLtl^tS* °* **«* «* ^nforseen obstruction or difficulty eneonn- 
description connected with the work, and for well and faithfully 
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completing the work, as herein provided, including removal of ©M 
spillway channel construction of new reinforced concrete spillwav 

T^LTVT fl l lin€ * B J? ne p8TiE€ Dn watream slopes , resetting 
of stones in downstream wall, removal of stop plenk etc. the sum of 



™n?2^\* + ? he eB f ine f r sha11 as soon as practicable after the 
completion of the contract notify in writing the Board that the work 
is completed in accordance with the plans and specifications and the 
Board shall within thirty-five days after such iotSi£ti£%5S£ Ihe 
engineer, pay the entire ra due under the contract. 

S?^ 1 ?: vi H ; ither ** e BQa ^ nor any menber ©r agent thereof 

shall be liable for, or be held to pay, any money to the contractor 
except as provided in this contract, and on nakiL payment as 1*1*1* 
saxd, they shall be released from all claims or liabilTtf to the 
contractor for anything done or furnished for, or relating to the 

IT?; Sfe:t r iS y tL ct wL r k? @eleet of the Boara or ot «* p«~ *2W 

a WITHISS WHEREOF the parties have hereunto set their hands this 

da y of in the year 19S5. 

BOARD OF C0OT3?Y COMMISSIOHSRS 

HilPDEf COUMT, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 



CQfflRACIOR 

BUSUfSSS ADDRESS 

RE31SEICU 
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MEMBER 
AM. SOC. C. E. 

INST. C. E. GREAT BRITAIN 
ENS. INST. OF CANADA 



JAMES L. TIGHE 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

CALEDONIAN BUILDING, 189 HIGH STREET 

HOLYOKE, MASS. 

TELEPHONE 5525 
MEMBER AM. INST, OF CONSULTING ENGINEERS. INC. 



M EM bgr 

BOSTON SOC, C. E. 

ENG. SOC. WEST. MASS. 

AM. at N. E. W. W. ASSOC'S 



WATER SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
ANALYSIS OF WATER 



February 23, 1959 



WATER POWER INVESTIGATIONS 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
DAMS AND POWER INSTALLATIONS 
ESTIMATES AND APPRAISALS 



The Hon. fhe Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County, Court Mouse 
Springfield, Mass* 

Charles W, Bray, Chairman, 

Dear Sir; 

In YieYi? of the coming Spring: freshets and to 
prevent any damage being done thereby to the Thompson Late 
dam in Palmer whieh caused so much concern in the flood of 
Sept., lest, I would recommend that the 7 inch f la onboard 
now on the spillway of the structure be taken off. Before 
this is done the State fish hatchery downstream should he 
notified* end in order to cause as little inconvenience as 
possible by released water, the flashboard should not be 
removed suddenly but gradually lifted ineh by -inch so that 
the water would pass under and not over it* 

If it is desirable to maintain this pond at its 
present flashboard level the top of the dam can be raised 
e couple of feet and thus provide a suitable free board* 

This can be very easily done as the dam is 34 
feet wide on top giving ample width for a raise of £ or 
even 3 feet if thought advisable. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Lake Thompson Civic Assocition Inc. 
Palmer Mass. 
March 3 1952 

Office of the 
County Commissioners 
37 Sim St. 
Springfield Mass* 

^ear Sirs; 

In reply to your Letter of Dec 12 1951 
we of the i;m§ Thompson Civic Association have 
complied with you request , and removed the 
Flashboard until after the Spring runoff. 



Thank you for your cooprtati 
Your's very truly 

Armond Ramos Sec* 








C-D 
October 2i| f 1955 



Mr, Clarence C. Johnson 
R. f. D 4 #1 

Palsier, Mass. 



Dear Sirs' 



In reference to your letter of October 18, 
ifS'li, to th© Office of the Cotmty CossimlssioMrs, 
Sgrisf f leldj Mass., pertaining to the dl$eharg€ of 
ssf.faee water from the toM road into take Thompson 
&i l%taeF # Mass. j, tbs undersigned would be pleased 
to laeet «ith ycm a»d other members of your hake 
Thompson Civic Association at the site In Palmer on 
iat&fd.ay next, October 29., 1955* The best tin® for 
tMt «ee:tlng wsni Id he at approximately 35 0© P*M. 1 
s^akt stifge-st that we meet at the das at the Lake 
em t let arid then proceed to the point or area you have 
in qaes:tt©fi s 

If Saturday, the 29th of October^ Is not 
satisfae-tory to y©ii,> Iwcmld be pleased to sieet with 
yon &n 'Sunday afternoon, October 30th, 

Will yen kindly call or write the undersigned 
a© to ysiaf choice of dates,, 

Very truly yours ^ 



QHM/efflu Se o r g e " H „ Mc D ©n«« 1 1 

County Hydraalic Engineer 
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TIGHE & BOND, Inc. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
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Gedrbe H. McDonnell 
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The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 
Elm Street 
Springfield, Mass. 

Gent lemen: 

In reference to the letter of October 18, 1955* 
from the Lake Thompson Civic Association, Inc. of Palmer, 
the undersigned met with Mr. Clarence Johnson and other 
members of the Lake Thompson Civic Association in Palmer 
at the 
1955. 



site of their dam on Sunday afternoon, October 30, 



The members of the Lake Thompson Civic Association 
are concerned over the fact that the drainage pipelines 
from the surface water drainage system of the Toll Highway 
have been constructed in such a manner that they discharge 
into Lake Thompson. Members of the Association feel that 
by discharging storm water drainage into the Lake, surface 
water runoff is being concentrated at high rates and con- 
sequently the spillway of their dam is affected. 



I pointed out to the members present at 
in the field that the discharge of water by the 
is a matter that must be taken up with the Toll 
orities and with the person or persons on whose 
wa ter is discharged. 



our meeting 
Toll Highway 
Highway auth- 
property the 



In regard to the dam, the members present agreed 
verbally that based upon the experience of last August, 
the size of the spillway should be increased so that greater 
quantities of water can pass over the dam without endangering 
the structure. Consequently, the plans and specifications of 
the proposed spillway additions will be prepared and submitted 
for approval so that construction of the additional masonry 
required can be done in the early Spring of next year. 



GHM/emm 



Very truly yours , 




feoYge'H. McDonnel 
County Hydraulic Engineer 
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copy of this letter mailed to 

George H. McDonnell, County Hydraulic Engineer, 

on October 20 s 1955„ 



G*J> Palnar 

Ifeab 30., 1956 
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Received In Hampden County Commissioners 11 Office on 
July 30, 1956. 
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note: our new address -<- 

3DWERS AND PEQUDT STREETS 
HDLYDKE, MASSACHUSETTS 



CD-Palmer 
August 2 t 19>6 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 
31 Elm Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed for your information and file 
Purposes are conies of correspondence regarding dams 
recently inspected. These letters are self explanatory, 

While in Palmer on Tuesday, July 31st 
1 also inspected the dam at Thompson Lake and found 
that the Contractor has begun the construction of the 
improvements to the spillway at this dam. Construction 
work was progressing satisf actoriiy » 



Very truly yours 




TJ ou.n 



GHM/cmh 



■y Hydraulic Engineer 



MICE 2H0KEP8GEF 0±¥IO ASSOOJAilCI 
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Maroh 31 » 1964 



G-eirtleEtems 

We would like to "bring to jggt attention a problem 

that we have had for the past two years , 196>2-i963. 

The Stats Fish Hatdhery at Palmer has lead to draw 
water from oiir lake to maintain proper level fo water at 
the hatchery, this has created a problem &t the lake f for 
mam* people have shallow wells and "by lowering the level of 
the lake has lowered the level of the wells, 

She Palmer Board ©f Health stepped in and stopped 
the lower lag of the Lake "because It was causing a health 
hazard. 

Since 1955 when the turnpike went tlirotigh the aiaetmt 
of water we reclev© through ran off has "bees ewb down con- 
siderably. She lake has no regular "brooks that rail into it, 
it is mainly fed by springs. We feel that another source of 
water sh@uM he found for hatehery. 

We would lilce you to give this matter your sincere 

and iamiediate attention. 

Sincerely jowcb? 
Lake iDhompson 
Oirie Association. 

Sl8#l«Iry B * Iiia PP 
tksek 



lip w :-wj!uiAN ' I; 

■.v.\r.:p J j'iAi ON 



ET-^ CIVIL.SANtTAfiY Af(D H,fXTmCM. E f; r »i I- C r f'i 'i 
|-~/ | N VtSTfGATi0NG.HCP0ni3,PiA'i:> ANO SPrCiriC/M^' 
^ SUPERVISION Of CONOTPUCTiOt; AMTi OPOMlOU 

/; /I iJ/yJJ V ONE! (J I, TIN (J E.N G I N F, E It H . . — 



t j.j' 

BOWERS /-NO f'LOUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

tcl.JEffcr:.on 3-3331 



CD Palmer 
March 17, 1969 



Lake Thompson Civic Association, Inc. 
Thompson Drive 
Palmer, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Keference Is made to your clam in the Town of Palmer, and the fact 
that there now exists a heavy snow cover throughout Western Massa- 
chusetts. The water content of this snow cover, coupled with a warm 
spring rain could result In extremely heavy runoff conditions. Con- 
sequently, the Commissioners of Hampden County have directed that 
I advise you to be sure that the spillway facilities at your dam are 
clear of any obstruction and that you take all precautions necessary to 
protect your dam as well as persons and property downstream. 

Be sure that flashboards have been removed from the spillway. If 
possible, water level in storage should be lowered under controlled 
conditions by opening drawdown gates. The rate of drawdown should 
be low enough so as not to cause any flooding downstream. 

If you have any question In connection with this matter, the under- 
signed can he reached at the above address and telephone number. 

Very truly yours, 



£<.*.<^.Lj/fc^( 



George/yH. McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 

GHM/amd 
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CD Palmer 
March 17, 1969 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Fish Hatchery' " ' — -~—» -„.„„.„_ ^ ^ 

Ware Koad 

palmer, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Reference is made to your dams at the Hatchery In the Town of Palmer, 
and the fact that there now exists a heavy snow cover throughout Western 
Massachusetts. The water content of this snow cover, coupled with a 
warm spring rain could result in extremely heavy runoff conditions. Con- 
sequently, the Commissioners of Hampden County have directed that I 
advise you to be sure that the spillway facilities at your dams are clear 
of any obstruction and that you take all precautions necessary to protect 
your dams as well as persons and property downstream. 

Any flaehboards or stoplogs on the spillway facilities should be removed 
under controlled conditions so as not to release large quantities of water 
downstream which could cause temporary flooding. Flashboards should 
not be replaced until after the spring heavy runoff has passed. 

if you have any question In connection with this matter, the under- 
signed can he reached at the above address and telephone number. 



Very truly yours, 




^cV/W^/e 



<? 



reorgJ/H. McDonnell , 

County Hydraulic Engineer / \ v 
GHM/arrid 
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Stephen A. Moynahan 



October 29, 1969 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
State Fish Hatchery- 
Ware Road 
Palmer, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45 et seq. of 
the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to inspection, condi- 
tion and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby advised 
that the Lower Dam located at the State Fish Hatchery and situated directly 
beside Ware Road, has been recently inspected by our Engineer, and your 
attention is called to the following conditions noted and recommendations 
made by him. 

"This dam is in about the same condition as noted last year. 
The concrete spillway section at the right of the dam is good. 
The horizontal small diameter pipe is still laying across the 
crest and it results in an increase in pond level of about 2 
inches. 

The left spillway had stoplogs in place to the normal height 
and these were supported as usual with a central vertical beam. 

The left vertical stoplog slot of this left spillway, is eroding 
and the concrete is breaking off. Repairs should be made to the 
masonry before it deteriorates much further. The condition is 
not dangerous but could become dangerous in the next year or 
two. Repairs made now at a nominal cost, may prevent much 
more extensive and expensive repairs at a later date. The fish 
hatchery personnel should be advised of the condition." 



The repairs as recommended by the County Hydraulic Engineer, 



should be 



-2~ 



made in the not too distant future, in order to prevent further damage 
to the concrete masonry as a result of erosion, water action and 
weathering. 

Any further information which you may desire, will be furnished by this 
office upon request. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

BY: 



lions Club Dam 



O Palmer 
Also see: Dam .Report Section - Palmer. 



City/Town 



Falraer 



Dam 



lions Club Dam 



Name 



lions dub 



PALMER 
D15018 



LIONS CLUB DAM 
D15018 

NO IMAGE ON FILE FOR THIS RECORD 



(INFORMATION EXISTS ONLY ON A FILE CARD FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE FORMER HAMPDEN COUNTY ENGINEER.) 



Mongo Dam 



O Palmer 
Also see: Dam .Report Section - Palmer. 



Abutters 



Massachsetts Turnpike Authority 



City/Town 



Falraer 



Dam 



Mongo Dam 



PALMER 
D15019 



MONGO DAM 
D15019 

NO IMAGE ON FILE FOR THIS RECORD 



(INFORMATION EXISTS ONLY ON A FILE CARD FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE FORMER HAMPDEN COUNTY ENGINEER.) 



New England Power Company Dam aka Three Rivers Dam flta Otis Company Dam 




MJ55 Palmer 

Located on the Chicopee River, downstream of Three Rivers. Also see: Otis Company Dam , Textile 
Printing Company Dam, Boston Duck Company Dam. See also: County Highways (Palmer) - "Dam 
on Chicopee River" - choitti.2. 



Abutters 



New England Power Company 



City/Town 



Palmer 



Dam 



New England Power Company Dam 



Dam 



Three Pavers Dam 



Dam 



Otis Company Dam 



Name 



New England Power Service Company 



Water 



Chicopee Paver 



TOWN OF PALMER 
MASSACHUSETTS 



OFFICE OF SELECTMEN . . . HOLBROOK BUILDING 



Hovemher 17 » 1955 



Hampden County Commissioners , 

Comity Court House s 

Elm Street 9 

Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen* 

It has been brought to the attention of 
this Board that the dam &n the Ohieopee Biver„ 
owned by the Mew England Power Company* creates 
a seriaug flood threat to the village of Three 
Hirers In the ev®nt of heairy r&Irtsu We believe 
the greater part of this hasard is due to faulty 
flood gates which are not in proper working order* 

In order that steps may he taken to elim- 
inate this hazard, we respectfully request that 
the County Hydraulic Engineer be assigned for 
investigation and report* 



fevy truly yours , 

n 




<-~i 



b Q'Uh^ 



• George B. Cheney p 
m w Chairman X " 

B&rzywna 



Copy of this letter sailed to 

George H. McDonnell, County Hydraulic 

Englneer s on November 16 s 1935* 
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TIGHE & BOND, Inc. 

CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

139 HIGH STREET 

HOLYOKE. MASSACHUSETTS 

George H. McDonnell 
Philip W. Sheridan 

January 5, 1956 



DAMS & POWER INSTALLATIONS 
HIGHWAYS S BRIDGES 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
WASTE DISPOSAL 

G-D Palmer 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 
Springfield, Mass. 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with the request of the Board of Selectmen 
of the Town of Palmer, pertaining to the dam on the Chicopee 
River, owned by the Hew England Power Company, we have made a 
preliminary investigation of the conditions set forth in the 
letter from the Board of Selectmen, and report to you as follows. 

The New England Power Company Dam is located southerly of 
the built-up section of Three Rivers on the Chicopee River, at a 
distance of about % mile downstream from the confluence of the 
Ware River and the Quab$&g River. This dam was formerly the pro- 
perty of the Otis Company. It is situated at a point where the 
drainage area contributory is approximately 650 square miles. 
The structure is of concrete masonry approximately 211 feet in 
length and about 30 feet in height. The pond formed by the dam 
is used for the purpose of generating electric power. 

In the letter from the Selectmen of the Town of Palmer, the 
Board of Selectmen state that their attention has been called to 
the fact that the dam on the Chicopee River creates a serious 
flood threat to the village of Three Rivers in the event of heavy 
rains and the subsequent storm water runoff. The Selectmen believe 
that the greater part of this hazard is due to faulty flood gates 
which are not in proper working order. They request that steps be 
taken to eliminate this hazard and ask for an investigation and a 
report on the subject. 

There are no flood gates at the dam in question. There are 
the usual inlets or penstocks, so-called, that carry water from a 
head works to the water wheels in the Power Station. Near the 
left end of the dam and in the south abutment area of the structure 
are located two gates that are approximately 4 feet x 6 feet in 
dimension. These gates are near the bottom of the dam and they 
operate from a mechanism located on the surface of the abutment 
masonry. These gates are probably those referred to as flood gates. 
In the opinion of the undersigned, they are too small to have ever 
been intended for flood gates. I believe that their installation 
was for the purpose of drawing down the pond behind the dam at time 
of normal or low water for the purpose of examining the pond, doing 
the maintenance work in the pond, or making alterations and repairs 
to the water side of the dam and abutments. The capacity of these 
two gates is small compared to the runoff that will flow by the dam 
in the Chicopee River during times of storm. 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 

Springfield, Mass. -2- January 5, 1956 



There is one additional gate in the left abutment area of 
the dam but this gate is very small in size and is high up on 
the dam. Its purpose is simply to sluice surface floating debris 
from in front of the intake rack through the dam and below the 
Power House. 

An examination of the two large draw-down gates shows that 
these gates are in working order. In fact, it is apparent that 
these gates have been operated recently, and questioning the 
employees at the site, the undersigned learned that on two dif- 
ferent occasions during the last two months these gates have been 
operated. 

Without a doubt the owners of this dam, that is the New 
England Power Company, would agree to open these two draw-down 
gates during times of extremely heavy run-off conditions in order 
to aid in passing water through the dam. However, trie amount of 
aid to be granted during times of extreme flood conditions will 
be very small and not generally noticeable to the average citizen 
in the Three Rivers area. 

If the water level in the Chicopee River upstream from the 
Hew England Power Company dam is to be lowered materially in times 
of heavy storm by the opening of any gate or gates at the dam, it 
would probably be necessary to install large flood gates either 
through the dam or to lower the crest of the dam and install a 
moveable type of crest that could be lowered with a rising flood 
stage in the river. This would constitute a major change at the 
dam and require a substantial expenditure by the Power Company. 

Before any definite steps would be taken to discuss or to 
recommend alterations to the dam in question, it would seem advis- 
able that a study be made of the Chicopee River as well as the Ware 
River and the Quabaag River from the location of the dam up to and 
through the Three Rivers area. This study should be a hydraulic 
study and should determine the water surface elevation at the 
various locations where bridges cross these rivers or where the 
valley narrows sufficiently to cause restrictions in the flow of 
water. It is possible that there are sufficient restrictions 
upstream of the New England Power Company dam so that a profile 
of the water surface would show a substantial increase in elevation 
caused by restrictions and barriers upstream of the dam. 

A complete survey of this nature would entail collecting 
data available from such sources as the Corps of Engineers of 
the U. S. Army, the Department of Public Works of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, the Central Vermont Railroad, and by conducting 
surveys along the Chicopee, Ware and Quabaag Rivers, in order to 
determine the water levels or elevations at various points during 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 

Springfield, Mass. -3- January 5, 1956 



the peak flood conditions. If sufficient data could be gathered by 
such a study and survey, a profile of the water surface could then 
be plotted and the location of barriers to the flow of water deter- 
mined.. In other words, it is the feeling of the undersigned that 
before any steps would be taken by your Board to require changes in 
the New England Power Company dam, a general overall survey of the 
entire river area should be made. 

In conclusion, we wish to point out again that from our inspec- 
tions at the dam the gates are in working condition and that these 
gates are not flood gates but undoubtedly were installed simply for 
the purpose of lowering the pond behind the dam for maintenance pur- 
poses. 

Respectfully submitted, 




^>»*-*^-' 



»fa* M 



GHM/emm (peor^ge H. McDonnell 

County Hydraulic Engineer 
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March 15, I956 



Seorg® S. Gheney, Ofa&irmaa, 
Board of Selectmen, 

Falser, llassa.oteasstt8, 

Pear Mr, Cheney: 

As requested hy you today in a 
telephone conversation with me, I enclose a ®©py 
of our Hydraulic Engineer's report of January 5* 
lQf|6 regarding the lew lagland Po%-er Company dsa 
on the GMcopee River, 

Vers truly yours , 



CHAIRHAB, MltPBSS COTJBH 

comhissiqsshs. 



WFS/H 

encl. 
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M&roh 2.2, 2,956 



lear& @f 8sitsts®E s 
f swfi of Falser., 

Q& Unroll 16, If 56 our HjrOr&ttlie Engineer 

i&&pf.ote& t&@ i@w Ssglsii4 Power Gsapsfiy d&a located 
SK tfe@ Shloope© Hi?®! 1 aii-i we 0S©los© &.@©-pj of Ms 
l&H#ut report oa l&|t dan gated Sarah 16, If 56, 

We eall jour attention to the last p&ragmpli of 
Sir, l3Boimsll 9 @ letter in wfeiste 'km itiggetts that a 
ssaplet© rtf lew cf tfe© rl¥#r and tli® T&rloufi bottl®- 
E^sfei be sate, ie suggest Shsl jear Isard request 
tlis Division of s&ter&mjs t© a&&« a gurfsj of tls# 

fsr your information, wt esolsst copy sf a 
letter eant by oar Board fa the Worcester County Sltetrl© 
Sompasj a&& w@ als© esslose a ©spy of a letter to mil 
Beard from tlta Psauty %&rsmlio iiigia©ar ragar&ing th© 
old Street Railvftjr tra*tl* across the Qgaboag Rlfer 
ttowsatraaii of t&@ Wsroesfc®? Soamlf Ilectri© Oospemj 
sub-statlosa. 

¥©rj ti*mlj yours t 

EfeM?DSH CQtfSTY G0MMIS8X01SRS 



"7-s i.-F::d57 



vm/M 

3 ©aels* 



Sopy of this letter sent to 
George H. McDonnell, County 
Hydraulic Engineer, 
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March 22, 1936 



Board of Selectmen, 
Town of Palmer, 
Ma s sa chase 1 t s * 

Gentlemen; 

On March Id, 1956 our Hydraulic Engineer 
Inspected the Hew England Power Company dam located 
on the Ghioopee River and we enclose a copy of his 
latest report on that dam dated March Id, 195^. 
\Iq call your attention to the last paragraph of 
Mr, McDonnell T s letter in which he suggests that a 
complete review of the river and the various bottle- 
necks be iaa.de» we suggest that your Board request 
the Division of Waterways to make a survey of the 
entire problem „ 

For your information, we enclose copy of a 
letter sent by our Board to the Worcester County Kleotrl; 
Company and we also enclose a copy of a letter to our 
Board from the County Hydraulic Engineer regarding the 
old Street Railway trsstie across the Q,uaboag River 
downstream of the Worcester County Electric Company 
sub-station* 

Very truly yours, 

HAMPBEH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



"CHairman, 



WFS/N 

w & £ W *&ti *J ! 



{ COPY) 
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August 31, 1956 



President , Onaaber of Commerce, 

ftsree Rivers, 

Massachusetts. 

Bear Sirs 

Earlier this .year, I bad the pleasure 
of speaking .to your peisbers and It was very evident 

that tMe primary concern of the Three Rivers Chamber 
of 6 ©amerce urns the natter of proper flood control ©a 
the Ghieopee Biver. 

Knowing of your deep concern, I a© send- 
ing you. the enclosed copy of a letter to the P&laer 
Board of Selectmen expressing the County Commissioners' 
desire to co-operate with the Selection ant others in 
an effort to "bring about the needed improvements that 
i#ill assure protection from floods to the people of 
three Rivers and other sections of Palmer. 

¥e have suggested that a aeeting of inter- 
ested parties be held as soon as the Charles T. Sain 
Company survey is completed. 

Please be assured of our continued interest 
in this matter. 

Very truly yours. 



CH&XHKAI, HAMPBBI GOlfflTI 

OOMlfXSSIOlESS. 



WPS/fi 

en el . 



August 31,1956 



IIp. §e-©rg© B* Cheney, dmirmn, 
fe&reL ©f Selectmen, 
Pal»ef% ISassaefausetts, 

Senr Sir; 

la iarsii of tlals ye»ai% ttes Goiaat? Sosmis si oners 
siifesittM te f ©ur Bearcl. a report ©? tfet Sotuatjr Sjlrsnalle 
Ssgiiteer,. §e©.rge ft* Isl-eaatll* relating to e-oailtioas en 
t-hfe-"Qhi©opee Hiver is t&r«e timers. It ms suggest®! that 
& : feft»eli© afmSf amci surrey to© s&3@ of tlie CM©©-©©© Mi¥er 
43 -"sll a© tli© liar® Ei^er «s3, tM® C^fesag .Elver from the 
I'-i'ti'-n or ""is -.^ Lr.£iiFr? ? r ~ 'er Zzz.^ny etas tip tu and 
tfereggti t&e ffaree Hi w era ar©&. 

It las esse to our attention ttet yoa *r* having 

smell, a .|§#aei*isl overall gwsrsjf sf the satire ri¥er area mad# 
itj tte CJttarlss f . Mais Sespasy. Spsa ©cmpl®tion of the 
s«r¥ : ff ? tbe 0©tmty Gsamlssismer® weald 'fee pleastd to sest 
wltfc the falser Seleetneii* represestatltes of tins Shaafcer 
of Sssitepoe and State Bl¥lsisa of lafcerwsjns engineers, 

Since it is likely tt»t State and Federal funds 
aaj be needed to bring &beu$ &&»qmm.te- :£lood control, we sug- 
gest tlmt area legislators &**& Gongressa&n PhllTais be ia- 
vite& to tbe see ting, 

If f-mir Beard *?®ml& prefer to hm® the Goiaa&ty 
GosalsalonerB sail the see ting, we weald do so, wfeea notifies 
that Cfeftrle-s f« lata 06, has eoapleted tlieir work and mitfe 
their report to jou. 

Tfas Count j Osaais si oners offer tfeeir co -operation 
sad .assistaaoe in tills .|ip©^tsiit anttsr* 

f«ry truly jours, 

HJUiPlSI OOflltfl 0SM1ISSIOISSS 

By 
ifFS/M Chairwm. 
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Copy of Mr. McDonnell's letter dated Nq^.7i1956 
sent to Board of Selectmen, Palmer. 



Hov. 7» 195^ 



Board of Selectmen 
Town Office 
*U2 Main 3t.' 
Palmer, Mass. 

Att; George Cheney, Chairman 

Gentlemen; 

Enclosed please find a copy of a communication sent to 
the Sew England Power Co, as per their request, regarding 
the discussion held at the sit© of the dam below Three 
Risers 011 Wednesday, Oct, 31, 1956, The enclosed Is self- 
explanatory . 

We will keep your Board informed of any information, data 
or plans filed with this office. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF OGUMfl COMMISSIONERS 



Acting 

Commissioner 



Thomas F. Sullivan 



Francis M„ O'Keefe 



GHM/f 



(COPY) , 

Copy of lettrgi r ~'Srrg'a Sov. 7, 1956 to Sew England 
Power Go. eneloseci herewith. 
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CD Palmer 
Jaru la, 1957 



The Hon. th e Board of County Commiss 

Hampden County Court Rouse 

37 Elm Street 

Springfield « Massachusetts 



j_ /■-■ r\fi, -p ■- 



Hew England Power Company dam, on the 
istreaia from the Three Rivers section 



Gentlemen. 

Reference is made to II 
Chieooee River, just d 
of Palmer. When I met with citizens of Three Rivers and certain 
Town officials of Palmer, a request was made that the flash- 
boards on the dam be removed until after the Spring heavy run- 

"'■■' ^ 
Oi i ■ 



I discussed this matter with you in brief when I was at your 
office in December, At that time I mentioned that I would search 
our files to determine 'whether or not the Power Gormany had the 



right to install and maintain fiashboards 



on 



t at s 



v.J. GL.J1 « 



I have reviewed an old file kept by Mr. Tighe and have found 
some drawings of the can,, None of the drawings indicate flash- 
boards on the crest nor does a report written by dr. Tighe to 
the County Commissioners of Hampden County,, dated September j, 



1910, 



:aromp 



o.airi) mase any me 



vl. on of fiashboards 



Communications have been written ir 
Rivers and palmer , to the Board of Cou 
quests for the removal of 



one pasa 



by citizens of Three 
onmissiorier s with re- 
Mr » Tighe has a letter 



dated Kay 1] 
pears to be 



19110, 



a copy oi 



h is enclosed 



an 



-L, c2 u U S' x 



mm 






the 



as report in connection 
fiashboards . 



with the requests for re 



Also enclosed is a copy of 
file that seem to relate to 
these to you for 



ems same 



found in Mr. Tighe' s old 
subject* I am submitting 



Nowhere can I find any definite indication as to the 

of fiashboards allowed to be used at this dam, 

the past it would seem that from 2 feet to 2-g- feet of 



been in 



lot certain of 



act height 
At some time in 

aashboards 
exact vertical feet of 



fiashboards now on the dam, but 
tdis weeks 



.11 measure these fiashboards 



n« 



Hon » the Board oj 



County Commi: 



ers 



Sorinaf iel d 



issachusetts 



CD Palmer 
Jario lij. 3 1957 



I am of the opinion 

danger t he d am 

oi 



sex 1' <, 



that as long as the fiashboards 
from a structural viewpoint, 



QA 



fiashboards and backing up of aier, is oul 

However, a final decis 
a legal opinion rather 



jurisdiction of your Board, 



matter would seem to require 
engineering opinion. 



qo nor en- 
tile matter 
ox toe .Lega-t 
ion in this 



i know one 
Rivers warrl 



own 01 

t tie f i 



'iciali 

nhtaoa] 



i of Palmer 
>ds removed 



does not have the authority in 
taken up with the 
r e ga r- d re que s t e d « 



Power Company 



mus 
an 



and the citizens of Three 

Perhaps, if your Board 
case , the matter co'uici be 
!. their co-operation in this 



line . 
G-HM/cmb 



trulv yours 




Oourrcy hydrauiic engineer 
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CD, Palmer 

Ton OQ 1 0-~,7' 



The Hon. The Board of Courr 
Hampden County Court House 

"-i.'7 '!?") vti di-T^aaf 

l^y .L S.1 I'^X J,. -^ ± L-t _J i'iia £> O * 



)!Missiona; 



mce is rnaae 



>n 



Wlc: 



Crv 



^ r^ T? ^ ^ 



rrv 



.ver 

1 T 



t.hR dam 



i one r«ew nrigianci rower Compa 
Just downstream from trie village of 



ny 



y-K 



o* V 



on 



LITL 



p n 



;o 



tofcicii 



nh 



our 



nree ravers in raimer, 
files for any further information regarding flashooards on 
this dam and have found nothing more than has already been 
sent to your office. We have checked the flashboards on tl 

^am and ^ 
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GHM/f 
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H . m'e Donne 
Hydraulic Engines 
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&ebfg:e B.. : SMesfry,. 

Sls,ir^Bv S©l@sts@ii copy of' this letter mailed 

of F«iiie*«, to George: H. McDonnell, County 

Hydraulic Sbgineer, on. Jan* 29, 
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New" England Power Company ^ ^° > ^, xS^r 



441 Stuart Street, Boston ig,Mass. 



Paling 

MtesfeiOBi lip, d©a**p> B. >&mm& s ©&ai»» 
&mf !If» Cltsassyt 

i»isllai&§ that Umi. €mmm itiiies ©a th@ ilisteipt* Ii¥®r sfBtes at 
feting eaiinetei by j#w Tmm m mli m hy mWmr gm®mm$kt$!l ®$$m£m? .y#m 
Mf fiat it helpful if few StagXandi Pomp '\r«n?jay/a3 «w of tie «b«§ Ri-vasw 
Il«% imppltM yarn some e«M«f§ with »gpswst %& tttftt #fe^tiar@# 

Hseortls show thai the ftai*©@ liiws clam tad f@w«T 4®rol©pa©3fii *wy® 
ceiiirtawtea is W1Q fef a ^amf»s%w.li^ @&mm^ wlii^h ©M»ai»i &p|>y#|s?l&t« legal 
•uthorltgr for Its oosurtoraetion. it is believed that glass tlat iittt tiMve lis* 
b«ia e«»14ertf»lB eneroMbMHtt ty the imfelie la g»ae»l ip» th« £Lood p}*ia M 
ti» fivif upstrissss from tte i«s s itliieh eoipl#c! miife tftt «e«pt£0aiilly gr#at 
fl®©ii a£ rvottnt years, ii»§te «tteafci<m $o -tula dan ia a vttt$r «f the rvduotimi 
of fX®©i images ia the eaananltar* at ws® brongikt «*i In tin W$$ disss* T* lata 
fl«Kt impart to %fo» ?«& ©f Palmer. 

Mow Baglaad fomt Gonpsiqr WAqnirml this IjparwOaetrio f anility ia WkM 
dtarlfig Ww34 War II trtsta it ww «irp2tt# to %h@ aaed* ©f its iaiwfei&l aw. 
f h*t period was e!»v«Qtffirltt«d tgr repld wsrtiat utility lo«« gr@»%is eni a geawal 



Ia tfa» fifteen y©a«s *Ukm> th» flmm Eimm hydro plant was aotfolved 

there juw fe«a a s«rt»fi iaeiwsits© im the gftanraa &m%m of operation** aalateaaa* 
sad ta»i *ieh haa b@«ti ps-tiealarly dtamftginff to «BaH plMBto tueh fts this on*. 
si»ult«iM9iM3jr 9 Mitre has been a ps«©»®^as©4 tm»d towwd powtr ptroduoUon in 

lw§@ 9 «£riei«Jit st@ia«l«et^ie ami ^^«l»©trie dav»lepa«»t«* m mil m 

mmml impewmmmt M pom* teai»ai«i©ii faeiliti@s* A© a »sult, the tkrtt 
RiTOM plant is now, TO«ti@iai@a3iy s a boxtterlltte opormtion, ti«»w ; fe uadw aonutl 

eon^itiei» w« atffet eoetinui to smistnia aad op«c«t« it fw warn iixm to ««® s 
©r until im-M with aeoe «aj#r twrnrnm® ia «#ff«tiag ©f »aiat*iaae® eo»t** 

Aa a p^r o«vp«agr w® a*u s of tow«^ vit^Uy mmmmm ta t%« 'mlfttr« 
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«ilMi^i»®% t»il#f -fell® ©A«s^tafM#s f»s«%ly Sawtl-wi. I® y^ur Ja«% to 
mwfi srat« in tte ©lljairis'fcisss of fi®oi taa§$$ rnrsa to ill® fattest ©f @«fcf*«- 
tefciag tfe® ffei® li-wirii But f« tfct patpjit af its i®»!iAi#ft m& mwmmk $ 
if tba* «taa«Xd prom to is {tttrt of the pftftiwl sol»%i.« %# %fe® £3M oasag* 
pKfciiii ia that arc*. *» wmM pfta» to salvage ««rtAla «fiipt«it anf aartMVlala 
£*e* il» pomr liwtsilttlitin befow %rawf»»lai th» alt* for flood dattAga ftbatfr- 
a«t p»psi»ib 

liysei * the £8»* f » list© fsp^j thai p>i5t®e*t®» of ti* prcjparfeifts 
is to* ?i3Jj#» «f Dsnm iiw§ &«a a 3£0*$Mcr #i#«t »«M fc® , wnr suea Mere 
»|M!ti«i«i if tip ctai ww*® j?tti^J«Kla *tea® win tot %im ©as* 11 %1» i«t ws» 
dnaoUetwd. 

Ia «fg®r ftei « miy pmgfits ««sr elTOtri© spiriting tii aaiss&eMtie# 
iciif&iits fwt tits* apti^ w@ will m&A fairly #«*% simian m to ti» st«pt- 
sbility ®£ mw iwgg©sii«* 

W@ aw geaiiag #. espy ©f tM® letter %& Wm MiHteiest Ij^latty, Corps 
®f lggi»t«f% S*S» Jtta^i t& Stt** l**pl#t«i f ©siiiiiiiti ©J t!» l&iifi. ©f Ceiifty 
§«a^,»i©a©r« s llaapire i5#vsi'l|i «ii to ifit if »s«f litis® %t« Btpm^tsiti o# Fib-Me 
Wigtsu^ wittt all ©f «iisi i» tuts al#© l»it '»#i»ati3ig is %km g^mst-al »ffaa"ts %© 




fit® I'fesiAat 



CD Palmer 1 
Dee. ,2?, 1957 

The Hob. the Board ©f County Commissioner a 
I&apdta County Caurt House 
Bis Street 
Springfield , Mass. 

(Jemtleiaeni 

Sef ©reno© Is mac!®, to the das ©n the Chicope© River of the New 
England ■ Power Company situated Jtitt downstream of the Tb#e® 
l£f€#© nectlcai ©f the f©wn of Falsair. As you teow, the business 
sea and residfnts in th© three Kiwrsi ares, are quite sonoerned 
QYnr fl&od esaiitlsas that «&n and oooi&s si anally to ©eeur in 

Xp the pagt the lew lsgl»nd Power Company has ©operated with the 
aitiisenis- M fhree Bivers and «ith yowr Board fey remoYlng flash- 
boards' from th© dam to lower th© m»1s©p leirel upstream of the daia 
.dwlag time af high water ecmditiona In th© river. I know that 
the business- men and residents of fhree liver® would fee very happy 
If th# few England Power Company would reaove their flashboar&s 
fr©« the diss during the Winter and Spring souths of 1959 • tfhis 
wsmld result la a lowering oaf th© pond tpntreaia ©f th© dam and 
salsfcaiaimg of a lower water level la tiaae of heavy runoff* 

We have mad© a review ami study of th® fl&ahboai>a pins that are 
now in plaee on the dan. the pins as?® two*ineh pip© and sonaider- 
ing their breaking stress as teetwees 60,000 psl and 70,000 psi, 
it Mould appear as If th© flashfeoards will fail when from Ij. ft. to 
iti ft* of water in flowing over th© top of th© flashhoards. 

Th® flasfafeoards new in pl&e® are approximately 23»lneh#s in height 
above the ©rest of the dam* Consequently* before th© flashhoards 
will fail there will be frcsa 6 ft* to 6-J ft. of water abo^e th© 
permanent crest of the dsa*. This height of water does net endanger 
the safety of the daa# tfltjja this head on the structure the dam Is 
not In any danger of failure* Consequently, aeoording to ay inter- 
pretation of th© Law regarding dams, and th© power of yo«r Board 
regarding safety and control €&■ &8M&s you. s&nnot order th® i>ower 
Company to remove the finshho&rds. Any potential damage that could 
be caused upstream &s th© result of flooding 1® a matter over which 
you apparently have no jurisdiction* However,, th© Mew Inglend 
Power Company would probably agrees to a r#W®t from your Board for 
removal of th© flashhoards or lowering of the flashhoarda from now 
thru the period of Spring runoff. Sush removal ■■gap lowering of 
fiashboards would undoubtedly b© quite pleasing to th© business men 
and residents of Three Rivers. It is reeonaended that you writ© to 
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the lew England ?m®& Company and request their cooperation, as 
•was fiaae previously, In the removal m* loitering of th© flash- 

b@apds. 

If I ©an be of any direct assistance to you in this matter, 
pleas© let me> know. 



¥«ry truly jours 



3eorg« H. HcDoanell 

€ «stj Hydraulie Engineer 



WATER SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 



TJGHE 8c BOND, Inc. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

BOWERS AND PEQUOT STREETS 

HDLYDKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Tel. JEFFERSON 3-3991 

George H. McDonnell 

Philip W, Sheridan 



DAMS £ POWER INSTALLATIONS 
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
WASTE DISPOSAL 
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Yerf trul'T yours 
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Jsa, 8, 1959 

S©:S .lagiaai. P«t#8i > Se^iriee €©*., 
I|i|,l Stuart Street 

&@1 Tte»© liirsps Dan 
■Seafelsaeai €M,e@p©@ Hirer, ?al»©r 

Mm£m3?amQ.B Is mli ta tiis ate-crr© sab jest p-cwer daMt-'-^ned'^bf your 
Company » A® jam k* - , lais dps is leeetsa isi«3Iafe©iy €1«ih- 
steiisia fyom fell© fia?ee livens Misiasss asstloa iif fc'hs To*m 
mi W-&lmmT* is fell© p&sis* tfee &%Mlmmm §.&& fesslsasss sea ©f 
iffe-a© Miners ba^s txps^Issesd ecttsMepabls l#s.s a a tiia r@- 
.gisit of fl : a©#i;sg in time of tisswj inmofX* Safenralij* these 
|j : #s|3:le iu?e quit*; asm*© »ai afp»fa@as.t« r-egaiMisg p-ising 
nmfcer l^isl-g 'in tiies sfapsaias as tbey fist* tfer-m Tfcr«© l±¥©rs, 
Fliislifeesr<is fctiat are most la plae® ©a your flata are assignee! 
fr© If ail Trfb#a tHas ws.%eF level, s^ar fcbe fea-p of %h@ fe@&p<Is 
appfe&sfe&s % ft.» # a©f*-e ai» lass* SaseS tip an daleulatloiis ef 
esi* bf-irtpjtlie gagliteay, ±% i»aii be ©xpeefeefi that th© plus 
:&#!l,Si:!ig "lb,© tjaasyFds Mctald 'oagla fe® fesaS pi*.l#r fes water i^ea-elx- 

1*li±g iielgfete of* -iigtei* -a 5 ?©.!* tsbe dais d#ea a©% aadaager fell© 
mfwly s# ili@ sferiisfeHi?©* Ho»re¥W. f the $a?©s@ae© ef flasia- 
fe.0S^:is 011 the tlast clia?3,ttg t.fag winter asi tSste eeialag swing 
M0Stbs eaasa-s ee : se«ps eM wm-wj t& saay ®£ %b& ei'fcisa&a aad 
busim&ss m«a is. f'fems liters-* if t'ass© flssfefeea.ras ecmli be 
Fessvei fros aw aaMl mft-.sr- tlis spfisg £l#@4s. # tiadu Board 
asci fee pa«p.l« .©f felie ftii*ea Biwep© sa-etioia ©f Jjfeuuse.r- wmiM 
greatly appraeiats jom? ©a^j ©ratios is Ms rss:tt«i*« 

If j0ii wlsti fc© Aisemsa tii® siigg-esfeei p©»0¥al sf tks flash.- 
fo®sjp&& for tia© EBst r@w ao-nfeli,s # kiMlj ©all es? *a?it@ tMi 
Beard af th® Cenafcj .lyirsmlie lagiassr* 



New Enqlatstd Power Company 



441 Stuart Street, Boston 16, Mass. 



January 13, 1958 



Hampden County Commissioners 
37 Elm Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Dear Sirs: 

We are in receipt of your letter of January 8, 1958 requesting 
removal of the flashboards frese our Three Rivers Dam previous to the spring 
freshet period* 

A similar request was made last winter by the Selectmen of Palmer 
as a result of which we did remove the boards on January 30, although it was 
realized, as was conf irmed in your recent letter, that the flash-boards are 
designed to yield automatically before flood flows reach substantial amounts, 
and therefore the boards would not affect flood heights in major freshets. 

While awaiting the result of the Town of Palmer's flood study and 
their response to our offer to them of August 8, 195? > we are glad to further 
cooperate with all concerned by another early removal of our flashboards, even 
though this entails the loss of both pondage and some power generation during 
the time that the flashboards are off in advance of the spring freshet period, 

I am sending a copy of this letter to the Palmer Board of Selectmen 
for their information* 

Tours very truly, 



TJR/d 

cc! Palmer Board of Selectmen 



T. J. Roumer 
Vice President 



Copy of this letter sent to G-eorge H. McDonnell, 
County Hydraulic .Engineers;, on January 20 5 193^ . 



Otis Company Dam 




1926 Palmer 

Located on Chicopee River. Also see: New England Power Company Dam aka Three Rivers Dam, 
Textile Printing Company Dam, Boston Duck Company Dam. 



City/Town 



Falmer 



Dam 



Otis Company Dam 



Name 



Otis Company 



Water 



Chicopee River 



/ . . ; - - •. 



Jt ^,AJ'iA.. < 






24, S .1!KI§ 









m ftewBetreas site*** 



fsn tnu 






Palmer Ice Company Dam 




1950 Palmer 

Location near ramp No 7 of Massachusetts Turnpike interchange near Shearer Street. Also see: 
Mongo Dam. 



Abutters 



Massachsetts Turnpike Authority 



City/Town 


Falmer 


Dam 


Palmer Ice Company Dam 


Name 


Holbrook, Donald 


Name 


Falmer Ice Company 


Streets 


Shearer Street 



Water 



Mount Duniplin Brook 



1 



September 27* 1950 



falser i#© Ooapaay 

Attftiiiiiiii lir# L* Jfetig© 
Sfstleiiigs 

■ .1b jrae&rda&ee with t&e pr©^ist@iis ©f €hapt«r 253 f 
ieetioB %5 at -seq* of the Ses©ral ia«s f fej-eeatenary 
liititoi| : . t*«i«t!»§ t© t&e> iss?#e'feliis.|. eesiftissii and" safety 
#f tl® : ia«9 of Baapden Qom£&t yea «* iier#by advised that 
ye>i*r- 4a« l&c&ted on Uawst alalia Ifrgofc, aortlmesteriy ef 
Shearer Street is. Pa^tijSs been>aeently Suspected fey our 
Bufiaaer aM yoar ifteatl«a Is celled to tha following eon*. ' 
■ditioas aotecJ sM jreeoHsinesjdstiozjg sa<3@ hj Miii 

■*Efee <ceag!#et* ssllliogr'fcex is full of fetsris sM 

the Sflllway pipe Is partly blocked* ffeey mat 
■t» ei#mt©d oat* drsvel should be brought in to 

fill the safea areas of the daw. fill** 1 

is? further l&ftonrat&a eonses&iag tMs rotter «lii#l y©s 
nay desire will be furnished fey tfeis- off lee viptm request* . 

Touts very truly f ' 



Ghalxaan 



m-wmsfmT 2i t X951 



g&ua-fe?- Street 
Piiag%. Mbssitelxiiaett* 

la ■a#..Q?i'#as©@ ititit tts© provisions ■■&£ Chapter 2J3 t 
■Section. %f st see* ©f the Creneral Law%. Tercentenary 
Mitie%. r&l&t'&re to ttie lBspectios. t ©©fictitfen ani safety 
■0f t3a@ iass ©f Haisp^es -Oc^anty , yen are hereby ®#fis@i that 
y©w daa legated $s Kouut OmapUa Bedeck, northwesterly of 
rhoarcr >t?^ t I- 5 . "rlj"«r l'£c l^-m rcesr.~jly ir Tweeted by ©sir 
lngiase.:r: f aM yeo» &t taction Is sslled to ike following een- 
iltieas ii5i#I as§ wmmmmmnMrntlems sa-is by Mm 

^Jm^Tmmmmts Its*?© l©«a made t© the daa iii spill- 
nay* ho\wver. f fill should . be placed em the portion 
©f 111© das n»steply of tiie spillway, to return tfee 
*sfflifill se.etisa #f t&e dan t© its' original sliaj>© 
ami gfM@* s ' f 

liny further infoisation ee&eerxtistg tteis natter niiisli you 
say desire will be famished by tills office upon request* 

lews irspy truly $ 

cothot coi#tissieiiiis 



* cKKST 



Hovember 10, 19 *& 



Falser Jee €®. 
BhrnsTsr Street 
Palaer, Mass. 

la g©e©riaa©e icLtli tba pf©Ti^i©ss ©f Chapter 
tessfy IMItieii:| yelat±f» to tti« ias$e«tJUm, 'oamAltian 

-■-•■■'• A~*i . V- '/V -.- '■ 



- 4s®s ©I* Sssptait County f f©-ia sm 
ia.t yssr #@s legated ©f f ©f llieii*F#:r 



ipitist ©s Ms* ftaisplfii .STOslfc* .feas bean Beeeatly insg© 

«i Is ealle&'te t&e 



tf stir s 
folleirflit 

Mm 



ise-sf 









v**..** *•.<&< 



it less n@te<S «fie! i*ee©iasenl.ati@-n.s isti© fey 



"Tills fas stjerail be cleared of all tsree*, 

Any fmrtlmr iafoi^atiou -esjaeemfiig this msttmr 
which j€m. say iesire will be fsFnisttei. bgr this off lee 



¥ary truly yours,, 
C' U'H V C r = 7',r--J" : " 



%„ 



Jgtiairiisa 



mt* 17, 1956 
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fcOH 111* ftt-SS* 



&^W!s'^§- ^-ff" " , ^-f%^^- ■$!&"■ iSSfKS ^»s-'s^'Si'S?S ; '^ ,< "'s3i ;fl s : ,q ^i^St , ^^ i *^'^fsSf^ SE't?^'^ * s^^^S'^?"^ ^Ks'S^fr^?! ^1"^ "£^.^"l^:S^' : ?1Ss^£i^^! , '?l ■Ss?'^ * ! *^& s 

f--ife , .:-ifc : ^' : §#J->Pi3 ^ASks&fi- '^^*1: W?^'iiS».-**I^"'\iSi- t^3®W I^Jp.s&r *£"■»& -^W:&f^ ; S? -^^S.^iiS t^A'W , ^*'*©&^ -^wW-'^* -BSMwfc W^*?^ 

■tit, '^liiiiirir &ii.ii i^ftitl "fc iNJ In n liix^fi ^^i* fch if JL 1L 1 1mi A iiii i§iii -ci@il 

111' !I3L$*$|| 01 Si%# CIj*C1- Sill!!! IIJ1CI "w$& XS- : ^ ; SSJ«:i^w3^'^ll- ©&. H- "^? III&3&*" 1 

;ltr- »«. f-CfT* 'fetl-P' fllll*fiflS- fi * sf ICP'^lsiSS'- ls«?p 



«SBS',-«»Ci* »« 


■srfs? 


S^^^. ^#-^^.;| 


©^EFfi©% 


1 .1*011. tll0 


$&$$&£' ^i^ ^tLer^^^Mtf'- Sis'" 


&^^ 


€tsa« 






g#|. 4»H*. 


Usts- #H- 


^Hi© 


siiFfac 




^Il : fi 


S-'FS^-^ 2^*i? 



JL^i^^^ '^^^H-H-^H-I^s ^n^. 
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Mass. turnpike Authority *2« Get. 17* 1956, Coat. 



safely pass wider ysm? bridge aracl slung the ii©ytl»erly sMs ©f 
* Street -Slid tlisa fee iigelmr-ged 
Me «arfeii fill of yets? hlgmaw*. 



Sttearer Street -slid tkea fee iigelmrged back to til© atraa» Just 



wri#if sf fats eeatitioti anfl ©susifepatl on of psss.ifelsi 
itices %© allo-i for- this werflai? 1b a safe mmmar is 



t© meet nitti 8Mf ©f jtmr 
«3@sta-ti^es at- felis site to iiseass fcbis riafc^er if jtm m& 
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Oct. 31* 1956 



lir, mm Solferook 

kzk lfe,Ia Street 
PaJaasi^ ffes-s* 

Bear* Sir? 

■Her f©*sst;r HyfeauILe &gii*gi8.:r Mas recently inspected fclia 

ili. o/ /a- '..-i.'ir- .. ;■";<•" fr. If «j- ;>---; ,/jii; .rtorthe^ly of 

Shaar^r St* 3 a Palmer.,, a-m i^perts that tm breach thru 
th$ Sim eau&eS if tfe© flood of August a 1955 > &&s not been 
eteiy&eel © : r- cleared asi tfeat eeafiitieiis new existing are 
sisgiiPeMiif fee n@iis eimr sjjiae tiie 4a:te af the flood. It 
Is esffesstisl fctiEt all <3e&rLs, particularly good, t>e 
el eared feois. tha *sa.stiiout area, fsa fe.rsaeh through t&e 
<feua sfcesiIS m shaped and .cleaned in sueh a. nay as to a!l©w 
for- the imofestrnetsd flow of water. 

If y©n :i##i;€te tP0 ?epi : ? ttie tt^sssti- ia fclie siais and to again 
pcaiii ig&tei>' it tell site, m eall periii* attention t© tfa@ fmet 
ittat plans aasl s^s-eifieaMsiis #f aay pj*©p-osei ©oast^tietlon 
aiti impairs is&gt fe ffl#d with t&Ss Bsari prior- to any 
ecmstratti.011 »j?1e being 4mie* 

*tsy aliitissal IiifeHiatI:©!!. 4©sli s si oa fcfalu matter Kill fee 
furnished apsm Fafnest. 



MASSACHUSETTS TURNPIKE AUTHORITY 
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BENJAMIN H.QROUT, Vice-chairman ^ffi-'-'j ! > -'v* HUbbahd 2-975D 

JOHN R.KEWER, MEMBER ^S^klfv^ 



October 23, 1956 



Board of County Commissioners 
3? Elm Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

This will acknowledge your letter of October 17 
concerning the ice pond adjacent to Shearer Street in 
Palmer. 

This matter is being investigated and we will 
reply to you later. 



Very truly yours, 



WILLlll F^ CALLAHAN 
Chairman 
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George H. McDonnell 

Philip W. Sheridan 
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The Hon, The Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 

Springf ieia f Mass. 

Gentlemen; 

A recent inspection of dams in the town of Palmer was made by 
the undersigned and it was noted that construction of the 
access roads to the toil highway in the vicinity of route 7 y32 
and Shearer Street were rearing completion. The access road 
'between Route 32 and the toll highway crosses over She are re 
Street and the brook course located to the south of Mt. 
Dump! in that parallels Shearer Street. The construction of 
this road has bloc Iced the stream valley and has eliminated 
the old ice-pond dam of Mongo, formerly the dam of Dubois, 
and also Labosslere, 



The original earthen dam was approximately 12 ! in height 
and 8' in width across the top. There were two spillways , 
one a 2 1 pipe spillway laid through the dam and a well con- 

ijiaiita. Giiii-4 biiu Ubiiijr a. auri rfcs kih. t i mhj i,evi T-^i 



in lengen Dui±t as trie west ena 



a surface spillway 
the dam . 



As now existing j the dam has been replaced by the large earth 
fill of the highway that passes over Shearer Street and the 



brook valley. The height of 



ty i 1 U. O "O" cT. J. Lr ,L. J 



f-m t 



varies, qui 



,- :! . p Y\ ^ V P' I '' P, 



30 s or more in the vicinity of Shear 






The new spillway constructed through the highway embankment 
in connection with the highway construction program is a 60 
diameter tube which begins at a vertical concrete shaft in 
the pond and terminates on the downstream side of the highwa 



embankment at a masonry endwall. The masonry shaft or inlet 



*<y 



t 



m"u 



surface opening y 1 In width and 



f" f 



in lengon. me elevation or the top of this structure eon 
trols the normal level of the water surface in the pond, 
iixcess water passes into the inlet structure by crossing either 
the two sidewalks or the front wall of the structure and falling 
into the structure to pass under the highway embankment fill 
t hr o u g h. the 5 ! a i am e t e r t u'b e „ 



she opening of the inlet structure has been, covered with a 
grillwork consisting of heavy steel bars laid across the opening 
on 12" centers, Tnus, the 10 ! x yg opening at the top of the 
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Oct, 22, 1958 



Mass. Ta^spike Aistfesritj 
SC Bgf-l&ioa Strefet 
JJesiea* Mass. 

is .aeeeriamce «tli &# %,T®?immm of Ciisytes 253, S«eiisa 45, el se%. «f tit® 
€5#sei?al Laws s f B^eeateiiarf Edition, relmtwS; t» lite iaspeciisa :I csaiitiea, ami 
sitietf @f flas :^iss mi l^^ip^ea C©sasty* yst* iw?« tms^bf siisipsNi ttiai' #e ism iis- 
p^iisitag wafer .at p#sg#i?%: **£ Maaag^, m@« ®r fofagaeirly tfe# PaJaesner lee Co. » feats 
fees recently iaspeetei If «r Eagiaeer sad f ©a* .mtieatii* is called t«s fee i©ltow- 
iag. asaiitioiM . •&#!©■#. ia. fcis .«>f»i*i. 

! "-€ : 33K|I|isas M : iMs damage still fee saiaae as p^ewiomslf TspmxtmA* 
Tie ipsa il.»«ll is is. » sal# caaiilisa. Ilsiasff, tfe* inlet t© fee o^er- 
f is* lube. €©alsim¥ a, grill tint* csuM be M#efce# fef dieissis : ^i,-ia-tteie 
of thxm. flows fee wsMbt level is. tfe ppad migtst sria® sad overflow siitQ 
.a«ay?©.3* Street*. Ife flood waters ««M Hi« pass saieir $3ie. faristg-e 
esrrfisg ft* .aceeji.s: s-eai to tli© T©il Higfcwaf «sd migkt dk* damage 
.I© fee rmtd ..p&,v&mm%& *»€ sfesMer areas. .Bec^smeaiiitisss we« 
pr«¥t#»»If i»a4e Is l»w a |»«§i. ebaaiael bsilt a4Jaceal to f&e r«*d» 
way fer ffce j».rft©s© of css*«yi : «g swtfi@wiag wafer sanies* Use Bijgfe* 
way bridge. 'Mo csastrtsctias s€ &ls tgf* las feeea i©»© % fee Toll 

tt is reeoiatsesdei tfeaf a €$mm«^.c$ti«» fce m&mt t& -Hue Mass. T&li 
-Authsritf agaia ^IMiag ant Uto e«isiiss asi req»®B.tiag iaferisa- 

We ares aware ®f tte Isci tkut the j»af@f»rty iairoiwed may in paw* be .owiied fey Manga, 
is pari by iite T&wn and .la p&xt fey -Hue Mass. Tafisglke A«&®fi%. Ifermallf , cea- 
dltiaas at dams r«c|iiirl3g stteati©m wouM fee podbaied. :®st fe fibs 3« ewaer, 1ft tMs 
sase. s ehaages at ttte 4ais resulted ^canae sf ite edastrisctisffi. sf f®s-r access read 
as it er©ss-es @ve? Stealer Streel ia Faisae.r. I» the past, it has fee-ea psiafced ©at 
tiisl fliers is a 4a»ger #f 6ie ice jmmi swrntBrnmrng as.fc result sf dgsfewis Meefeisg 
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fee islet to the spillway tube. Thi» overflew would pass oat onto Shearer Street 
and along the eoutb &e« of y mur northerly bridge tbutroest. 

S© yau coatftmplftte eoaitmtctiag «a Mnergeagy spillway at ife« nits ©f this 4am 
to protect &»ax>«r Street from leisg wasfc«d ©at !a time of Haed flows aitould ft*© 
islet to tfee spillway tmi» feecsme plugged. 

BOASP OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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JOHN R. KEWER, Member 
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HUBBARD 2-97SO 



November 12, 1958 



Board of County Craradiss loners 
Haspclen County 
37 Elm Street 
Springfield,, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen; 

As a result of your letter of October 22 s 195S S the location 
of the Palsser Ice Pond Dam was inspected by an engineer of the Authority. 
In his opinion there is no guarantee that any paved channel built adjacent 
to Shearer Street, as proposed by the County Engineer, would in the event 
of the water control structure being blocked tktring flood flow be adequate 
to carry the flow of water and consequently prevent erosion of the Shearer 
Street roadway and shoulders but that this would depend entirely upon the 
amount of water flow during a flood. 

In view of this report, the Authority does not contemplate 
constructing an emergency spillway at the site of the Palmer Ice Pond Data. 

?ery truly years s 



UTLLimW. CALLAHAN 
CHAIRMAM 



Copy of this letter mailed to G-eorge H. McSonnell, 
County Hydraulic Engineer, on December 2, 1958. 



GEORGE HM^DONNELL 
PHILIP W.SHF-RiDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
iBOND 



CIViL.SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

CD Palmer 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL JEFFERSON 3-3991 



Dec. 4, 1958 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 

37 Elm Street 
Springfield, Mass. 

Gentlemen: 

Reference is made to the communication from the Massachusetts Turnpike 
Authority dated November 12, 1958, pertaining to the dam at the Palmer Ice 
Pond adjacent to Shearer Street in Palmer. 

Prior to the construction of the Turnpike there was an earthen dam with two 
spillways that formed the Palmer Ice Pond. With the construction of the Turn- 
pike, a large embankment was constructed at the site of the dam for the purpose 
of carrying an access road between the toll booth and the highway itself. This 
high embankment resulted in the elimination of the old spillway facilities and 
the construction of new facilities in the form of a vertical concrete shaft with 
a heavy grill work constructed on top of the shaft. This spillway is satisfactory 
for general conditions provided no brush and debris becomes lodged on the spill- 
way shaft grill work and thus plug in part, or in whole, the capacity of this spill- 
way structure. 

Under certain conditions, it is our opinion that water could flow out onto Shearer 
Street and wash out this roadway. The undersigned hasfelt that damage to Shearer 
Street could be held to a minimum if certain paving was installed on Shearer St. 
to care for a part or all of this potential overflow. 

The Turnpike Authority writes that in the opinion of their Engineer, there is no 
guarantee that any paved channel built adjacent to Shearer St. would, in the event 
of the water control structure being blocked during flood flow, be adequate to 
carry the flow of water and consequently, prevent erosion of Shearer St. roadway 
and shoulders, but that this would depend entirely upon the amount of water flow 
during a flood. I concur in this statement but even though there is a chance that 
a washout might still occur even with a paved gutter, I can't see that that is 
reason enough to eliminate the installation of such a paving. 
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From a viewpoint of safety insofar as the release of stored -water is concerned, 
the overflow of a flood onto Shearer St. would not suddenly release the stored up 
water of the pond. Consequently, the condition is not dangerous to persons and 
property downstream. In my opinion, it is dangerous, however, in that without 
a pavement, Shearer Street would become more seriously damaged with a lesser 
flow than would occur if a pavement could be installed. 

I have checked my files to see if a decree had ever been issued by your Board 
in connection with the changes at this dam. However, I can find no definite 
approval by your Board of the alterations to this dam. The structure does come 
under your control since it impounds more than 1, 000, 000 gallons of water. 

Perhaps the best way to handle this matter would be to discuss it with a repre- 
sentative of the Turnpike Authority the ne-xt time I happen to be in Boston or 
meet one of the Authority members. In that way, the situation can be thoroughly 
explained and a decision reached as to whether or not the emergency spillway 
paving will be installed. 

Unless I hear differently from your Board, I will handle the matter in this 
manner . 

Very truly yours, 




McDonnell 
County Hydraulic Engineer 



GHM/mb 



April 15, X960 
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GEORGE H. MCDONNELL 
PHILIP W. SHERIDAN 
EDWARD J. BAYON 

TIGHE 
mBOND 



CIVIL.SANITARY AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



CONSULTING ENGINEERS 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3991 



April 15, I960 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 

Springfield, Massachusetts 

About a year or more ago, our firm acted as engineering 
advisors and consultants to Donald Hoi brook in his suit 
against the Mass. Turnpike Authority and a contractor in 
connection with damages done to his property in Palmer, 
just prior to and during the flood of August., 1955* With 
the conclusion of court action, and the termination pf our 
engineering work on this matter , Mr, Holbrook requested 
that we continue as his engineer and prepare plans and 
specifications for the repairs of his property, particu- 
larly his swimming pool dam and his small filter 5 supply 
storage pond. Me have completed the plans and specif ica- " 
tions and have sent them to Mr. Holbrook advising him 
that since each of the ponds holds more than 1 million 
gallons of water, the plans must be filed with your Board 
and a report prepared thereon. 

Since Mr. Holbrook Is one of our regular clients and the 
plans were prepared by engineering personnel In this office, 
it would seem advisable that the plans and specifications 
be sent to the County Hydraulic Engineer of Berkshire County 
for his review and recommendations to your Board. 

If this procedure Is agreeable to your Board, payment for 
his services should naturally be made from the account avail- 
able for the services of the Hampden County Hydraulic 



Verw^bru 




(g/George H. McDonnell 
GHM/cmb County Hydraulic Engr, 



Palmer State Fish Hatchery Dams 



1956 Palmer 

Also see: Dam .Report Section - Palmer. 



Abutters 



Massachusetts Turnpike Authority 



City/Town. 



Falraer 



Dam 



Palmer State Pish Hatchery Dams 



Name 



Massachusetts Comni Pish Hatchery 



Streets 



Massachusetts Turnpike 



GD-?alm©r 

August Z f 195^ 



Falser Stat© Fish Batohsry 

Mar© last! 

B&lasFj, Hassaefe.fciso.tts 

Att. Mr* ©riff la 

Ibis will ©oafir-m ay G®nv®r&&tton »Itta you at 
the sit© #£ yc-or upper* d-sia* on fuesday, JbI^ 31 » 1956. 

fti© repair Mo>rk csrapl&t&d fc-@ <3&$e at your &&m 
has is©i f @asei: tlae spill «s j .eiipsettf of the sferaetai 5 © aui 
ttias- !ms i%i?garail III© ' gsf#fey esf th© dam. HairirFer, in or-4&r 
t&. -giiapsiife© 'ttefe tae abmfeiieat areas of th-© deua will not to® 
Q*si*%#|jf6i is. t&e fu&ttre* s&ot&d a design flood oc^ur*, it 
w©isl4 Bg'-sirls&'S to i&apea&e the overfloi* capacity af-vyour 
dam to aiagiP3«iast#l.j 12©0 cmfeia f ©est per seeoatU Ms' could 
h& -doao'by- either lengthening the spillway <jr increasing the 
beie&t »&■■ -feh&fc ' water eould safely flow over the spillway crest* 
A eeiaMnstion ©f these two could also produce tfee necessary 

without aateiBg a detailed study ©f problems ia~ 
Trolv©d aai es-si ©f eoiastraet-loB^ it- M©ial€ seam that tfe© jaost 
ecoaisBitefitl s&tatloa would be to raise th© two abat»eat» 

sufficfteriily t© -allow t&T an overflow of appr<w£laat«ly 4-o f««t 

of wmfeir. If tills Is dona. It will b© a@eess-.arf to also raise 
til© owfecl spillway"' wall just ioi^ast resit -of tfee- l@f t ■■&&& of 
tfee spill'siay. 

Addod spillway ©np&eltj oould fe« ©bteinsd by 
cutting down the spillway crest feat this would decrea-s* the 
elevation of the poai and the quantity of water so^innlly 
stored, tables a a suitable flaahboard ari»«age«eat was Included 
on th* crest that would fall during tias of storm. 

If w© oaa b© of any ©sslstaae© to you r-eg&fding 
proposed Impro^BsmntB to this <Sass, please do not laaaitate to 
call on th© racier gi gas d. 

Very truly yours 



Soorge H. McODozm©!! 

Q-Hft/eab Goimty Hydraulic Engineer 



Palmer Town Farm Dam 



O Palmer 
Also See Dam Report Section: Palmer. 

City/Town Falraer 



Dam 



FaLraerTown Farm Dam 



PALMER 
D15025 



PALMER TOWN FARM DAM 
D 15025 

NO IMAGE ON FILE FOR THIS RECORD 



(INFORMATION EXISTS ONLY ON A FILE CARD FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE FORMER HAMPDEN COUNTY ENGINEER.) 



Palmer Trucking Company Dam 



1.926 Palmer 

Ice pond dam located on Mount Dumpling Brook. 



Abutters 



Falmer Trucking Company 



City/Town. 



Falmer 



Dam 



Palm er Trucking Company Dam 



Water 



Mount Dumpling Brook 
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DEALER IN 
SPRING WATER ICE 
WHOLESALE and RETAIL 



EXCAVATING AND GRADING 
MOVERS OF HEAVY MACHINERY 



PALMER 
TRUCKING COMPANY 

(ESTABLISHED S906; 

FRED J. HOARLE, PROP. 

PALMER, MASS. 

LIGHT AND HEAVY TRUCKING, FURNITURE and PIANO MOVING 
LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 



TELEPHONE 

OFFICE S1-W 
RESIDENCE Bl-Y 



MoTem'ber IStlu 1926, 
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Palmer Water Works Dams aka Palmer Fire District No 1 - Upper & Lower - Dams 




1933 Palmer 

Lower Dam (intake) located on Graves Brook, at the source of water supply situated easterly of 
Ereckenridge Street. See also: County Highways (F aimer) - "Palmer Water Company..." - ch 03065 &. 
CUO31O&. See also: C ounty Roads Plan #20 (1^56) "Raise Lower Reservoir Dam". 



City/Town 



Palmer 



Dam 



Palmer Water Works Dams 



Dam 



Palmer Fire District No l- Upper & Lower- Dams 



Name 



Palmer Town Water Commissioners 



Streets 



Breckenridge Street 



Water 



Graves Brook 



PALMER FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 

PALMER. MASS, 

WATER DEPARTMENT 



OFFICE OF 



June 13, 1955 



Office of the County CoircmisR loners 
Springfield ? lass. 

Attention Mr. Thomas J. Costello, Chairman 



Gentlemen: 

Your letter of May 3 has been received and 
contents noted* Action was taken at out last Com- 
missioners' meeting as to the dam located on Graves 
Brook and work 'on this dam has been started. 

Yours very truly # 

HMH/kGI Board of Water Commissioners 
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HOL.YOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Geqrde H, McDonnell 
Philip W. Sheridan 



DAMS & PPWER INSTALLATIONS 
HIGHWAYS Sl BRIDGES 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
WASTE DISPOSAL 






; / Oomelo "Wo — en e 



;on 



>ch 16, 1956 



do dare 



1 Q --Cg ! -} v-j g n ,--; f ■> fj o f -| t,'"ie rlppic; Q "| 



District Kg. I in une Town ox palmer and I'dund mar r:ot.n 
done a:' 1 " in rood condition mo in c sp~l e"actcry state 



The lower darn, damaged in the flood of August, if 
!.as been ooroilctelw reoeirec; under orivate contract by the 



acres of engineers oi cae 
was done in a worhrnn lino 
seei inn re, rains to ie fin 



earner arw 



L'n.e renamed worn 
nly loan in a end. 



eh, d this serin 



; .i.:he dan was 
the capacity of the ; 

;■■- P;1"| ^' r i 1 "H C ^ "P I -^ C i'"^ i"" : ,1 "Pfl ^ 



wasneo tarouen in 
roillway is too sme 



:iooa because 
lap sail la an 



an an en r, nature trier no." 



e +■ a 



■i crest of the overflow. 



■ TV. 



<J e^ .L v '..'J. L/._..[_ y - f j '.a l^.j.. i^i i 




:../ U:u. 



WATER SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 



TIGHE& BOND, Inc. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
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27. 



The Hon. The Board of Co hit 
Hampden County Court House 
31 Sim Street 
Springfield , Mass. 

Gentlemen: 



Snelosed for your 



a cop} 



if 



formation and file purpose 



ma 



communication sent 
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rmcencien" 



>f 



Water Department in Palmer at Fire District jl, in connection 
with a sketch plan and specification sent to rne for review. 
The plan and specification have to do with the proposed 



aisine 01 



.,ae 



loweft&i 



possibly 2 feet. 



enclosed lette: 






-exoianator; 



truly yours , 



Gliit/f 
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CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

BOWERS AND PEQLIDT STREETS 
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GEORGE H. MCDCINNELL 

Philip W. Sheridan 
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PALMER FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 

PALMER, MASS. 

WATER DEPARTMENT 

March 26<, 1956. 

Board of County Coiurrds si oners 

County of Hampden 

37 Elm Street 

Springfield , Mass, Attention Thos.F. Sullivan* Chairman 

Gentlemen % 

In reply to your letter of the 21st concerning our spillway on 
the lower dam. It is the intention of the Department to raise the dam a 
sufficient height to allow for greater overflow capacity in the present 
spillway. 

We shall do this work this simmer and will send you information 
later on as to the exact nature of the project. 

Very truly yours 

Falser Fire District No. 1 
H&TER DEPARTMENT 



Mr. Donahue, Clerk for Water Commissioners, Palmer , 

telephoned Tuesday,. July 12, 1955, stating that 

they have received the County Comms' letter dated 

July 6^ 1955 relative to the "Lower Dam !S of the 

Palmer Board of Water Commissioner, Office of 

Palmer Fire District No* 1 - requesting that someone 

oome out there to see the Water Comms and explain 

said for 

the matter to them. Mr* Donahue $8» the County 
Engineer to see Mr» Ammann. 

Tel .Palmer 3&J 
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CD Palmer 
Sept, 12, X9S6 



f aimer Fir© District Ho» 1 

Mater Departiaeat 
.Palmer , Ma s aaefeus e tt s 

Sentl einens 

la r©f@reaee to jour letter of s ©pt»10,1956, 
regarding th.e iaereas© in k®Igh.t of your -{1®% I aai pleased 
%o aot@ that yon are takiag steps to increase tfas spillway 
e«p&.©Ity. of yoiar struct isf®* fh® work that you plan to do 
soailis nmsoua'fele aa# sfctotild provide additional safety t© 
your sfcr _ a0tts*£r* la order that you. s&y fee properly protect- 
ed it womli 'to© well to pr^para a rfiipi© sketela drawing and 
a abort, specification of the work to to® don© and to file 
tliis with, tli@ Goaaty. In this way you will fa&¥© complied 
with, tli® le.siiireaents of the OosaaonM©altli s to record changes 
la dams toy filing Flans of the ctiangsB in the County Hall 
of leoorise 

I will b© pleased to aeel witti you at your 
s0aiF©ni@Mi© 9 is Palmer, to discuss this matter and to 
assist you ih say way possible. 

Mill you kindly l#t me know when you plan 
to do the construction work at your dam., in oriei- that 1 
say inspect it and aiviss you regarding the work: e.s it 
progresses? 

f ©ry truly yoiars 



©©org© H. MeDoanell 
GHM/eab County Hydraulic Engineer 
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©j£iii%ifig| tartli* 



Falser Fi re District #1 -2- Sept, 27 , 195&, Coat, 



mtai«Se ilia ast@ri.sl t© fee -glaeM 011 tte iiiirfite© 

Iiip§i , ifi#tis rmfeiF© Mil feii@ v#ry top f#rti©B ®a!4 ps^lsitelj !*§ 
a ipw©l ©f saiii tens mput Mliieti yea wpisl«t plane y&nr 
fisSsliM Isfer of I@tm* 

Wtmm jpii imw jppsfaKii tli© plmm slitwiag tins- ere&s se^ti©® 
al1»3?#<t as i^©®sisisiisil «icl also sliotiifig lshe plan of 1 H10 e©.n»» 

iaii In me®»iiii§© tttttj fiie .plaa asti specifies tiofts giitaittafl. 
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Gsisitf l^ii?glii.i© fegl.B@ei? 



Oct. 22, 1958 



Beard &£ Water Commissioners 
Fire District lis. 1 
Palis© r j Mass. 

la ascsi?-dfp»ee wills, &m pT-mmsimms sf Claapfesr 2.53 , Secti@a 45, et s#%. @f it&e 
Sessral J^ws* Tes-eenteassf' Esiltissj relative t© tfee Iasgecti@». f €oa^il»a 3 aafl 
safety #f life© slums ©f Hiamjsfem Cstnaly , f*s a*e iia relay .aiMsei feat joar JU©w@r 
■Bftsi. l-seated. a;l. yosi* s#isre : e s£ #applf smA mmw l&eisg iEsyra^ai. las leet aneceatly 
i^Sfsecte-i -fey ©n-r Mmgimm&T sad y#ar altestisa i* called f © fee faltewisg csadlt»a@ 
.sefgai aad res-oi^stftadaiisss made by Mm.« 

"Tfc* wairk. ssl «sistng -Ike earfli ®mfeaaitai*af at this 4&m feas ast le«a 
€©siflete-#. Tfce ftjsftamkmest lias fcea .sfcap*d awl raises aeKws its 
leaglfc. itxca&ftf &f Iismtllately adj.aces* ts fi« spillway efewfce. litis 
femmlslag -w$a?k sfceeM Ibse e#ispl®fsJ: prf:#r t# fceeelsf wiater w^stlfef'. 
*R» slie maMs si Si® iifallwsy efafe si-sttlst fce properly raised sad 
assciei. is : atsl«is§s©e asi repairs sf %Sm sftElspsp* chaste itself ilrali fee 
isicltacfecl is- f&@ 'wsrfe. All brmwh. w$A $iaaii tree grewSfe, sJtetiM fee sat 
frsm thes spillway aaei ®a lis© tern. -©nalbsafaBeiit. ,; 

Aay farther iBfarmstiea detlrei ia essaeetisa. wilk tfcls nastier will &e fcirisislied 
by fbis ©flies uj»©» revest.. 

¥erf trmlf years .j 

B.Q&3D OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



Board of County Commissioners 
County of Hampden 
37 Elm Street* 
Springfield, Mass 

Gentlemen* 

Me hme your letter of October 21st, 1959 ? regarding Inspection 
of our two dams by your Engineer. 

Please b§ ftdvised that the repairs recommended by his will be 
made as soon as conditions warrant. 

Very truly yours, 

Palmer Fire District No. 1 
WATER DEPARTMENT 



copy of this letter sent 

to G-.H. McDonnell, Gty Hydraulic 

Sngr,, on Hoy, 10, 1959 • 



/f 

William kmsmxm., 

Superintendent. 



£k*t. 21, 1959 



B@«t-yd of Wales- Commissioners 
Fire district M©» I 

Palmes', Mass. 

Gentlemen: 

la ace@Hta.Bee wife the pro-¥isi©as ©f Chapter 253, Section 45, et »e<j. of 
the Geaersl iiw«,. Teeeeateaary Eitttea, relative t© the is® p® diss, cqb- 
dilioa-aad safety sf fee &&mi® M H&mpdeB Cstiaaty, y®u a.re J&ereljy .a«fei®ed 
thai your iws #aaa.s l&cat&d at yosr .saurfatc* @ gores €if s-mpply itave be«a re- 
ceafciy ias-.pee*ed % mxt Eag iaeer aa# ycmi" ati*ati@s is callei t# the fsltow- 
iag coa#ilio : ss asied. .iad ree®mmea*!^fefis macte by Msa. 

i; ^g^E-B^S. ^ ie ©^^^fesiest at this ctana is in good emm* 
iitiea. T-he ■.aplltway is satisf«.cfox , y. Bsweveir , cracfe® in the 
general a:rea iismeciiiitely dewast.reani of the flashboards sissid 
be repaired. Fisashbo^s'-is werg ia place os tlie crest #£ tlie spill- 
way at tim time -of the last iasg«€tiaa. 

Lo wer ftfffa Tks spillway -chute kas tesm improved. Hewe^ex* 
t&e rigMha&d wall, below Ike fiasfeteaM location sassld fee e&a- 
straeted I® a Mgfc©r grade, te preheat extreme flaws ix^ta 
jumpi&g Hie wall aact wasMag @mt the ea«fh. bettiad ami am^er 
the chute. Sach a wasJbottt, If it toeeasse laarg® enough, might 
eadanger tfee emlt&iskmeiat of t&e .dais. The walls of tlie spill- 
way aad tfee -eartfe. eisbasikmest ia the vicinity ol the crest ©£ 
the spillway s!k»M be raised aii ali wesk completed #a ikm 
pr©ject as so® as possible. " 

If j&u hmve any further <guestio& ©a this, please 4© not kesitate to call ap©s as. 

Very truly yours , 

3QAMB OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 






i§S8' ' 















^' * '!»&$§fe^fl- ^Ihi^SJs^" '^S^S^iS'!^ '^■' i ^^0% ■s^J^iSJSlPlS" * l , %^S' ^^sSfe^l ^ ^ 

fiiiS-iF feiiif^i tMiffi; f^^^pA-l""^ f #$i8ij%rfM?£fe%*t iw 






fWf' 



LftgF sfMI** 









ei»: , ee # pi 



i. .tiib^ iE:^^-^^-^ ' |&A'|i|i* 



ssy tes€f stissliS is© ? 



iil ■ffiSKSi-JtiS^S' WSiiS SftSSi 






$Sfe.-W '-^friffim 1 



'^^M^^. si^^^ 












^^^^i: '%?£|^i#|$^£*|&.i 






If :fsa laws asy fifties? ii«#tl.©s es tfeiaj? : pli«s# €© s$t l»silsM 



BQ3S8 OF HftS^B -^^SSl^^^S 



Freeman Dam 



1949 Palmer 

Proposed intestest in dam. 
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Freeman Dam 
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■i^ 



vt.-\ 



V. 






U7i 




^1 c 




i'ffil 








> 


v 






r 


,, \ 






',. 


% 




^ 





Qlmraruntteumitlr xrf ,iEassa;clrosj?ite 






? 



j&priitgfbJit, jEass. 



©ffi« uf % 
52 Mhdt %txtti 

UJiftdrtttaa 
fio^i 16®. ^xabtt 



June 12, 1968 



Board of Water Commissioners 

Fire District No. 1 

Main Street 

Palmer, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 253, Section 45, et seq. 
of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, relative to inspection, 
condition and safety of the dams of Hampden County, you are hereby 
advised that your two dams, located at your surface source of supply 
have been recently inspected by our Engineer and your attention is 
called to the following conditions noted and recommendations made by 
him. 



^Upper Dam 

The embankment of this dam was found to be.o.k. The toe area 
is draining and seeping a fairly large amount of water. The 
lower reservoir which normally backs up and floods the toe of 
the upper reservoir is empty and will probably remain empty 
for some time. As a result of the exposure of the toe of the 
upper dam, the seepage is now evident. The seepage water is 
clear and there is no evidence o£ earth movement. However, 
Water Department personnel should observe the toe area from 
time to time to be certain that the seepage rate does not increase 
to a point wherein earth begins to move. 

New flashboards have been placed in the spillway to the normal 
level. Water in storage was down about 6" below the elevation 
of the -upper stoplog. 

The spillway chute should be repaired wherever the wall and the 
floor concrete is breaking up. 






The small gatehouse at the toe of the dam is quite rotten and is 
still leaning. , This condition is not dangerous to the safety of 
the dam. 

Lower Dam 



The reservoir formed by this dam is empty and has been empty 
for some time. The Superintendent of the Water Department has 
informed the undersigned that the reservoir has been de-activated 
because of iron problems in the water. If this reservoir is not to 
be used then the flashboard in the spillway should be taken out and 
the small dirt dam removed from the crest of the spillway. The 
concrete side walls of the spillway should be raised to the level of 
the top of the dam embankment and the embankment should be ex- 
tended horizontally to the raised walls. This recommendation has 
been made in the past to improve the safety of the dam in time of 
flood flow, but the Water Department has not taken any action as 
yet in connection therewith. 

The spillway chute should have walls and floor repaired where 
work of this nature is necessary. " 



If you have any further question on this matter, please do not hesitate 
to call upon us. 



Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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DOWERS AND PCOUOT STOCCTG 

HOLYOKE. MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL. JEFFERSON 3-3391 



CD Palmer 

March 17, 1969 



Board of Water Commissioners 
Palmer Fire District No. 1 
Palmer, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

Reference is made to your dama in the Town of Palmer, and the fact 
that there now exists a heavy snow cover throughout Western Massa- 
chusetts. The water content of this snow cover, coupled with a warm 
spring rain could result In extremely heavy runoff conditions. Con- 
sequently, the Commissioners of Hampden County have directed that 
I advise you to be sure that the spillway facilities at your dams are 
clear of any obstruction and that you take all precautions necessary to 
protect your dams as well as persons and property downstream. 

All flashboards and stoplogs should be removed from the spillway on 
each of your two dams so as to provide the maximum possible capacity 
for passing flood flows. Flashboards and stoplogs should not be re- 
placed until after the heavy spring runoff has passed. 

If you have any question In connection with this matter, the under- 
signed can be reached at the above address and telephone number. 



Very truly yours, 



Georgy H. McDonnell i 

County Hydraulic Engineer 
GHM/amd 
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JAMES L. TIGHE 
PHILIP E. BOND 

TELEPHONE 
HOLYOKE 5525 



TIGHE & BOND 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

189 HIGH STREET 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 



WATER SUPPLY 

SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
WATER POWER 
DAMS 



loYemtjer l t 1949 

The Hon. The Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 
Springfield 3, Mass. 

Attn: Thomas P. Sullivan, Cfam. 
Gentlemen; 

in accordance with your request we are returning the 
enclosed letter written Toy R. S. Freeman. The undersigned 
attempted to contact Mr. Freeman "both by phone and through 
a visit to his home "but was not successful. .A message was 
left with his family on Sunday October 30, 1949 telling him 
to call this office "but up to the present time I have not 
heard from him. A letter in answer to his tuestions will 
be sent to him tomorrow . 



Very truly yours 
TIGHE AM) BOBB 



BJ< 



■^k 
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'Ax* 



G. H. Mej&onnell for 

D. Bond< County Hyd. Eng ! r 
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Bobembe* 2, 1949 



1» 3, ffeeasa 

SS6 I. Bala Street 

Palmer s Bass. 

Bear Sir* 

Tons letter ©f (Mtohm 24 s 1949 , to the Commissloaers ©f 
Hssap&ea Soaerfey Is sstaowletgtSa "?tie following Is th-@ informatics 
re cp.« steel ; 

a.* "Amount of area that «mj he flooded 3 ? You iisy floM. any 
sreg jovx desire, gJ?©-¥M@€ f*c». ft.ei not fleet ©f daesge- prepeirtf* fee 
i© not own. Flooding S3? tiaiaagirig property yes ft© not own. is' a 
lags! question beiifseti foxiiis&lf aafi tins property sitfiei* uhose la at 
is fioedef or claiaage-i.- 

fe, B ii®gal8tiaQS fegaifgisg tits teasing ©f gtf€-a?ng w ? if yotti* 
las is on a stream mhmws 'the iralnage arse slsoire the iais is sine- 
sqp.mz® stile oi* soi?®, ©f s if the ass is ten fe@t high er higher, 
©a% if the quantity ©f wste'r Irapoanftel. Is ©as million gellsas a? 
itore t then the tan ©epa«® iiMai? th# jaristletlott @f the Count j 
Q®m&lmiamT&, If jotM? Q&st, gout atil. the ttiftjiasge eras are all 
Mailer thaa the ali©ve t you do not ianr© to apply f©r a perait 
to 1-iiilt th« las, 

e* "Itegttl&tioos en the oonstraetioa of spillway"? If yea* 

&mm emma aster %h® Jmrisfietlois sf the Ceuaty G ©Miss to tier's, tlae 
spillway nast Imi tesigaeft sad built en approv«& ey the Coaafy ■ ■. 
Hytsaiili© SngiaeiiT 6 fills will reftiift m eoasultation "between tfee 

d« * T li»y a si»ll etifnifi li# tei-allf fsiselcei. for a shofi p©riol 

®f tiae^? fhii tupeate ©a the total length of time iairolte4| 

tit© tights of townstresfe wata* us©ra 9 aoissii©© eoiiSitisas wM@li 

sight fee 0#ms®i. sol s© fsftte,* . ' 

Tim natsr-sigiiet west 'to- raiia« ©ft Snaftay cteto'ber SO, lS4f f 
but yoa wsre not at ysai? lios® srtA s iitsssge was left Tefii-sstiisg ; 
joe. to eall at at .yosi* ©©avealsae®* If y'sii'will let si© laew «M» 
asi, where I eaa ae«%'foa t 1 will -Is© gla.€ .'-to fllfauss with swa.. *las 
stifjjeet of rsgmlaisioas p©^taiaif^ : tp. a.ess : *. " ■ : . ' ■. .'. ■'-. 

. Imwf t^aly::^Qars t . ; \ ' .;■■-,'.■ ';. : .-."■/■ 

' ; ;r '"■■- .'-■ ■■^ ; t^He : :*.,;iB©aS-.' : ; :: - ; ... ; : : ,: : ;;. .'" .'■.;■ .; '■.' ■' -.' : 






••l?^S3^sii^^ 



G ©ii.ft^,,'ftyiraf &t$ ; 



SQgirtff^.- 



JAMES L. TIGHE 
PH1E.1P E, BOND 

TELEPHONE 
HOLVOKE 5525 



TIGHE 8c BOND 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

!89 HIGH STREET 
HOLYOKE. MASSACHUSETTS 



TTov ember Z t 1949 



WATER SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
WATER POWER 
DAMS 



"Fhe Hon. The Board of County Cohe'sb, 
Hampden Count y Court House 
Springfield, Massachusetts 

Attn: Thomas F, Sullivao, Chm, 

Gentlemen: 

Inclosed is a eopy of a letter 
sent to R, S, Freeman, this date, ia answer 
to his letter written to your Board and. 
dated October £4, 1949.. 

Very truly yours, 
Tighe & Bond 




■j£ 



B. Bond, County Hyd. Eng ! r« 



B ^/US 



Sasur Dam 



WJ59 Palmer 

Located off Springfield Street 



Abutters 



City/Town. 



FalmerTcwn Highway 



FaLraer 



Dam 



Sasur Dam 



Name 



Streets 



Sasur, J L 
Springfield Street 



Oct.. 21, 1959 



Mr, J. JL. Saaor 

149 Springfield St. 

Three, Miw&ra, Palmer 
Mas &&elmset£s 

Bear Sir: 

la aeecar&aj&ee with, fee proviaioas ©I Chapter 253, Section 45, et aenj. «*£ the 
General Laws., Tesrceatesary Edition, relative to the Ins pe cites., e©a#ti©a 
aa& safety of ttee teas. ®f Hampden C:«y&ty s f ©» are hereby advised that y oar 
Asm teealei ©ff of Springfield Street isas toeea re-eealty iaspeeled fey ©«r En- 
gineer &&£ y#»r attesttas is called t© the foMewjaajg eofeditioas sated and. re com- 
mt&mS&tmms made by Mm. 

"The spillway step losgs are is place ,*&&■§*© paxtd was fall at tfee 
fiiae etf -.Ifce last iaspecti©© «n* Oct. 7* IfSf.. The entrance I© tfee 
spillway is fairly well Mocfeed with a large iog feat has f&liea ia- 
t® the ma-soary Sale* well. Ttts I#g reduces tfee capacity m£ the 
spillway tabe aad comlsl reselt is. tfee tapping «£ the- road if a 
te»¥y raisa?ff shiali occur f&st watsM exceed -tfee capacity M the 
tube- as smm partly blocked fey tfee teg. Tie Owner of -the lana 
atesld fee sotifiei. to Tem&vm the l#g imm«4iMely, H 

la ©r-der t© protect tfae roadway- it is- necessary th&i fee tog &itd ©titer debris, 
if any, be remowe*i -from fee overflew MrmMmwe at yi»r p&o&. 1*fcia ©ve-rftew 
structure als : ® : aet$ as &e -inlet to fee Mgfesray -col vert. 

If yets have ai*y .fertfeer ^sesttcm. @a Ms, please «S© net Isesitate to call mp$m us. 

Very tmiy -yswrs » 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 






Self- Locking Carton Company Dams - Upper & Lower fka Colgan- Sherman Dams 




O Palmer 
Also see: Dam Eeport Section - Palmer, and Diamond Match Company Dams. 

Self- Locking Carton Company Dams 



City/Town. 



Falraer 



Dam 



Colgan- Sherman Dams 



Dam 



Self- Locking Carton Company Dams - Upper & Lower 



PALMER 
D15030 



SELF-LOCKING CARTON COMPANY DAMS - UPPER & 
LOWER - FKA COLGAN-SHERMAN LOWER DAM 

D15030 

NO IMAGE ON FILE FOR THIS RECORD 



(INFORMATION EXISTS ONLY ON A FILE CARD FROM THE 
OFFICE OF THE FORMER HAMPDEN COUNTY ENGINEER.) 



Swift & Company Dam 




1954 Palmer 

Dam is located on Graves Brook in Palmer easterly of Breckenridge Street and about one- half mile 
downstream from Palmer Water Works- Fire District No 1. 



City/Town 



Falmer 



Dam 



Name 



Streets 



Swift & Company Dam 
Swift & Company 
Breckenrid^e Street 



Water 



Graves Brook 



Dam Is on Grave s Brook in Palaer easterly of 
Brecaenridge Street and about one-half mile 
downstream from Palmer Water Works - Fire District 
No. 1. 



teteber 13, 15 



Swift-* Co, 

festtry Plant 
Falser, Mass. 



feast :.l .« 
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%m> : tm 



- : 7 • £??r '■»,»;: ~~'x*y, you %e v^«' - ,- -,*-,«»a *«-"'.■- 

«S |H.St ^l»^fe- 7DT|3? -?)OTttl»y nl*nt Iff %i1s«* 

%-i^ i^iipcf 11 ciif& tigf onir is.??liii§^f*^ unit wrrtf^ ^4"*. 



> poa&s and the might of th» 

is.l Ssiiag.g would result 
&#© ianis, &.t Urn «re- 
Km tia© lipfMsi? uetti to tin !©»» 



^tf-S $ 




~ w ~™ *ww-:«: 


a^" ■^■■ : t* 




its. 


; : '. iN^l^f^ ClT* 


c^ii^ ^ jp^ 5 - 


iftflSwi'tr 
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^■H l^It^-f^"^' 


fl*|^-"fePft 


fmfSti 
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i^t^lf IK 



-SlllKftJ*lf Pf* *§*!%«» «»]£» *t«S» 



sr ©■©iis lire© a ?sj , s s #i B f ..,,™ 



»■*> 



', It is posslKUl 



I.^^T ■*? 



IB 11^ 



.' ?^r\-U 7 „• negllgibl*. 

<.f® hoi. 10 i@ u.ssci for tfe# rjsi»B®se 

IS til© fstllF©* it ipi^ht t>^ f»-#!ir!«t 

*"©© £y05l Q. ©fey I f$ Sfl^ fe* ff'Wfifl. 



»*>*«*. fef fll ^ tfe f r fefo-rsatloB eome-ftming this natter 
which yen amy desire win b# ftuslatied % this office 
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'C::v-:;r='v??r 



Textile Printing Company Dams 




1952 Palmer 

Lower dam located on Swift River in Bondsville. Also see: Otis Company Dam, New England Power 
Company Dam, Otis Company Dam. 



City/Town 



Falnier 



Dam 



Textile Printing Company Dams 



Name 



BondsvQle Realty 



Name 



Endelson h Jack 



Name 



Textile Printing Company 



Water 



Swift River 



Xteeember 31* 1952 



fertile Printing Cospany 

IdMS¥.lIlS: f: Muss* '" 

Mm. ■mmm^mxmm nitit tisa previa loss -of Cbapte? t53* Sectioa 45 «t 

ssf * #f fist- QmmRtI taw% tei&asftsjiazy Edition* -relative to the ins- 
.pefiticjL, i^illio;: ^i safety ©f tfea #sss ©f lamtftee Coontgr* yes 

fm imrnl^ aiMssel Msi .yesar lesrsr iasi ©a Swift SiYer is BendstdLlle 
■feas Ssaii rseently isspset&t Isy cmr Ssgiuaer. asS your attention is 
©nXIM to Mte ftslliMiag .emitftisus no^od ass roeoeraeBiaticms na&e ^ falsi 

^Sis^e is a leakage trader tbs eass'tmes of tlie gate structure 
-si tilt .right stetsest** 

Aassr £nrth&? isfei*ss§-fct,@ii e-sne^Kiifig this Batter wliieh jea may 
deslxe will fee famislisd by IMs office apes request* 

Vexy truly yo&?s f 

COESK C&1MISS10I1ES 

St 

tT irmcumififfiiiiUMiinmifHHii m Urn"* » im m ini m i mil mi mi 



CheirBaa 



lU. 



LjU, '[/ul^JL- -^ O . fc2 : " 






f^cJL^ 



Otis T>aiu aka Boston Duck Company Dam aka Textile Friiitmg Company Dam 




Ml37 Palmer 

Dam located on the Swift &Ghicopee Rivers. See Also: Textile Printing Company Dam, New 
England Power Company Dam, Three Pavers Dam, Boston Duck Company Dam. See also: County 
Highways (Palmer) "Land Survey fiir Dam on Chicopee Kiver - Otis Company - Three Eivers" - 
ch(J3(J37. 



Abutters 



Horgan 



Abutters 


Keith. & Horgan Pharmacy 


City/Town 


Palmer 


Dam 


Boston. Duck Company Dam 


Dam 


Otis Company Dam 


Dam 


Textile Printing Company Dam 


Name 


Boston Duck Company 


Name 


Bondsville Realty 


Name 


Textile Printing Company 


Water 


Swift River 



Water 



Chicopee River 



mmmmer 3. IfSf 



B-aiiissrlil.© » IIr-ss* 



,S1BI!1U 



an, es-ii! 



as 4 safety of ttm asms 



ilSHifefl** 



toy tn:r%i)sr inforrasiiem miwer&lB£ this issuer wh 
a kby desire will, lao f^iilshsei. 1>y this office upon request. 



lours Tory urt 



13 



*SHSI^H"ii 



m m g, 19D0 



Mr. Jams 'I*. ?l&m $ 

1«9 High 3tiP»et # 
EoXyefce, Ifigs. 

Bear Kr. fi#«; 

Sne,l.©sed f lad ©#py ©f letter 

sfetleh tfe-# €*©mif% Stasis si cwi@i*g received today. 

Will. j©n Miiily gt-^e tfelg ymiF 

attention 

y«ry t»Xj yours, 

OOOHTY ■CQtOIISSIQSERS 

Bj 



(Sbalvnan, 



C*B/S 



1 



May 15, 19*tO 



Mi*.. ©.. J. I©.rgas s 

3 Sala Street, 

tteia Hi»i*g ¥ Falser , 

Bear Mr. isffpift! 

Sp0:B isseaipt of j©«r letter ©f 
Hay 7# i?^® in regard t© t&e Boston $tH& Sennas j ■ 
®f B : ©B:#s^lll-® f ©users #f tfee p#we-i* JKm#s and dsa® 
■at ®£f*# li.w«pg f #»Jttiiig riasiife©M*i.8 ©a tit© iaii # 
fee Seaittf ■isasissMae-rs .rsfs^ret tills siatt#F t© 
©mf eessalting Bftraiille £agtii»er, Mr, Ja»e« X.. Tlgw 
©f B&lj&ke, asi. lie Is t© report sore lit detail In 
rsg&rt te tii-© f lasiibsaarts fo-p oar tmxt meeting o.u 
fedaesday, M.sf 2;fit4. 

f@rj fcittly yours, 
GQUSTY COlMlSSlOliBS 

8 y 

CWB/I 






MEMBER 

AM. SOC. C. E. 

INST. C. E. GREAT BRITAIN 

ENG. INST. OF CANADA 



JAMES L. T1GHE 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

CALEDONIAN BUILDING, 189 HIGH STREET 

HOLYOKE, MASS. 

TELEPHONE SS25 
MEMBER AM. INST. OF CONSULTING ENGINEERS. INC. 
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jxf / if ^ 



MEMBER 

BOSTON SOC, C. E, 

ENG. SOC. WEST. MASS. 

AM, & N. E. W. W. ASSOC'S 



WATEH SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
ANALYSIS OF WATER 



May 14, 1940 



WATER POWER (INVESTIGATIONS 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
DAMS AND POWER INSTALLATIONS 
ESTIMATES AND APPRAISALS 



The Hon. The Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County, Court House 
Springfield^ Mass. 

Charles W. Bray, Chairman, 

Dear Sir: 

I beg to report that on May 11th I visited 
Otis dam, across the Chicopee River, et a point a 



the 
short 



distance downstream from the village of Three Rivers in the 
town of Palmer, and found flashboards on the asm* 



L ity uv a., j- Vj< b- s i. .1 *-j *<* <v* *,. \Ar u 

and as heavy rains follows 

of the residents of the village, 



of the cellars 



ut in place on May 2nd last, 
,,4*4.,™ ^ w8 B feared X 

e higher level 

ght back water into some 



These flashboards were p^„ ^ ^^w. _„ ...,„ tf _..„„, 

""" ed soon after, it was feared by some 



._ a use uic vixj.a 6 c, that the higher level of the 

river pond > caused by the flashboar&s, migh' 
' " "' ■■-'-•-- or basements in the village. 

Flashboards have been in common use on almost all 
power dams s especially in times of low water and, in regard to 
the dam under considerations flashboards have been used thereon, 
year after year, since it was constructed. In some of these 
years the flashboards were 2 1/2 feet in height, instead of 
2 feet, which they are at present. 

Since about : 29/j of the flow of the river at the 
Otis dam will be impounded henceforth in the luabbin reservoir 
completed in 1939 , this should have a considerable modifying 
effect on the height of flood flows over the Otis dam in the 
future. 

In regard to the authority of the County in ordering 
flashboards removed from a dam, where such would endanger its 
safety, there can be no question. Where flashboards, however, 
do not endanger the safety of the dam but cause damage to 
abutting properties through back water, resulting from the 
higher level of the pondage, it might be advisable to know) 
from the legal standpoint^ if the authority of the County would 
still be the same, as where the flashboards eruianged the safety 
of the dam. 



1 e s p e c t f u 1 ly s ub m i 1 1 ed , 




&???%? 




REITK & HORCAP PHARMACY 



"3 Main Street - Three Rivers 
Massachusetts 



D. J. Horgan, Ph. 
Prop. 



May 7 5 1940 



Board of Commissioners of Hampden County 
Springfield, Mass. 



Dear sirs: 

The Boston Duck Company of Bondsville, 
Massachusetts who owns the Power House and the 
Dam at Three Rivers, last week erected Plash 
boards on the dam and due to the heavy rainfall 
later in the week caused the water to rise to 
such a degree as to he dangerously near entering 
the basement of our store. 

Having been flooded out twice in the 
last few years resulting in considerable damage 
to our merchandise in the basement, naturally 
we are fearful every time the water reaches a 
high level. 

I understand that your Commission 
has the power to remove these Plash Boards. 
For safety in case of unexpected and heavy 
rains 1 would appreciate it greatly if your 
Commission would look into this matter and make 
some arrangement whereby these Flash Boards 
can be removed. 

Very truly vours, 

n 



DJH/h 




B»si,s¥±il@., Mass. 

la assea^ftfisee wi/Hi ttae pyuria i»ns ef Gtm^%mw 



mI, «^%f4,wi ^iiiii*^ £ 


Jfglil H%*0 t 
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i:!&2* if^i- .JLJ1 


fsv^. % p%^^ 




^T ii '\7? *i^*LtlQ "-^"2* IJI1C 


Is *F "* -■S"-'»° g$ % *i 


^ ^'M- ^ ^$3'-&3L 




^ i,-^ : i^S" Jp£#k C^IPsJft !&■.<& ^j&II-li.ll 


&4~<%$^ ^-^ |^±.^.^ 


, rs^oa- 




^.IJi-M-ie 










"birt "bis® 






lIlT 1sl:i€* J::3=€i.IiltfP;II .*fiimt i 


^■PHiXi'EIJI-lf 






d,j*a»fi to Sie claws sti 


^ l^-clf.^ C3^J^.I*C 


i 5 




t iitsatitanf .©f ftie sr 


#4- %"&w ■■# fc4A %£ -» 














J*IlC#3?ISfl %JLlMl €£'0JI€! 62?J 




setter 1 ?ij 


lich 


^ %€l "^tU^lJ^-^-^^^. 'll^ r %■ 


Jl£ .p&h&^ "^K^ .£*. &0-. :i8&f&^ ^ 


.^ . ' ' ." ' "" - ' 


|-tt®St 



1%-ar-s ¥tis*j F traly , 



sy 



yiie.iirsaa 



Offtofear 3, 194S 
Textile listing Co. 



is %««©i?#iisR« with the pmfrlsimim mf Ceiejrtei? £§§.„ 
4:S : $*:I.Qfi 4.0 €*; gg-.f-» ©d? %'li® Steers 1. I»sws f . f'sf'e-eii't^asf'ir S€iiJi©n 
^©Mt^twf *@ f.&s .iiisf«t«ii#ii f . «sii-i.lt:i@s asi safety ©f the Imss 

- ■* -* "-:%'*- " j-.-gT M Palasr lies "been iasp^etsft ly ©ar 
engineer s*.^ yorir etter.v;.oi2 i® ssll##. to tl» fsllewlsg 

w tt t4» tens s%r#a.a est ef tie mortlie^ sfetrtistsf 
ef this steiis rms-onry sinietafe a e©«tpl.@ or 
« sf fttfi large feeing stsaaes tBirws !*sll#m into 
■tk« strestiilssft . fii©«« gfeiies Asttlt %e re-s@t 
Is fl»e# ©y tfe© iipws they #@Mgaf iei fillet 
with fi©s<si k «ti»' B 

4sy further lafemtioa eoneerri**;" t-Ms Filter «3»i«fe 
y©» aay &e»ir« will %« f&miahoft % thl« o£?i«e spaa retm@st. 

CCSSfT ©flflffSSItllliS 

By 



TJ& 



isvaa 



/extide Vtintinxj Company 






WEST WARREN, MASS. 

PHONE WARREN !95 

BONDSViLLE, MASS- 
IF H O N El PAi-MER SE 

EMPIRE STATE BUILDING 
NEW YORK l r N.Y. 

PHONE "iSCOHSlN 7-8B5: 



OF WAP V I^EN INC. 




PLEASE. ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO 



Bon d.B¥ ilia* Mass 
Octohei 9 til, 194*} 



Gommonweaxth of Massachusetts 

County ol Hampddii 

01 lice ol' the Comity Gasnniojs loners 



(ienxxaEian : 

Keierring to your latter ol Oct obex 3rd, ws wish 
to acsvise that the repairs to our upp«r dam as recommended 
oy your engineer lia^e boen compieteeu 

Very truiv vours, 



. J. J. j_df ^ ilii. I lj.iU wOA'ii^i-il^ i 



JLitM^JLj^^L 



..£ 



i-^-T^ 



Edward jJnd e 1 son 



x- 



iir^if c< 



-i-Ji^f eii^s,? \^ 



Copy of this letter sent; to Mr. Tighe 
on October 11, l^fj in accordance with 
County Commissioners' instructions on 
the 10th. 



Thorndike Fire& Water restrict Dams 




■ — nam i^m I 

1-951 Palmer 

Located easterly of Flynt Street and upstream of the old Town Farm Dam. 



City/Town 



Falmer 



Dam 



Town Farm Dam (old} 



Dam 



Thorndike Fire & Water District Dams 



Name 



Palmer Town Water Commissioners -ThorndikeFire & Water District 



Streets 



Flynt Street 



Soven&ea* 2$ § 19SL 



l s 3Gl*i?a.il# Water Smaily Sistriet 
JfeSaser ■■> Ma ssseimset t s 

.d^tl-siMiiH 

Is s#esr#iis:@e ifitli Wm pm^MMms ©f Sttsp-t@r 253 t 
Section %5 si seei* # : f tfae iensral l«aws f Te&centextas? 
giitiosi uselatiw tn the inspect io% eosadition srafi safety 
©f ■ *&€•-. .gaits -isf Sadies €3HE££gr, -yon are lie.y@% advised that 
fmm .Mms %mrnimi wgsteaSy if'Kpl Street -asd upstreaa 
£»si tigr #J#. fans fast das iiaire -Ista .r@ess.tlj imip#etsil 
%■ «sy lugl^ser* stiS -j«ar .attention Is eallei to tl» 
fellp«ing -.eniiiitl^as netsi asi rcNseaoan&atioffcs made If 
hiss-- 

fl Bc?tlt gams arc sa&ou&at delapifiated and the 

mmmr ian is .sppaf»#fitly Igiifatitg ustlsr th® 
ag&lXiiay sear mm $3&m£t «re*** 

Aa;# f&rt&sr M£mmmi,mm mmmrmiMg this natter willed pi 
imr desire will be famished Bj this office upon request. 

Tears w?y tatily. t 

ccmjity mmiisammm 

By ... 



K 
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Ceiaisis siseers 



§eittleit«Kitt 



mm 



s^ ^t^^^tlj^^f*! 



^^t ^ rsw^ **s *i~ ■?§ ^^-Mih ^"f- 1 "!'^^ *^;^#l Ss "?^#&W *'^fc^^ T^^HHI 



left eii< 



-^ g$ffi0f ^%;' ! %fi ^■'^%^i^A : \W ! '0 : S^^- -""*•" ; : = : -\I. "'■"■'" "'"""'^ a Jt "*'" Is-^!!! dHHI JL1 



it||S5f*| fill 

sir* 



Lgllfel© 



lull wo «a°? dfesff© ull-l b©- feiptiisii&ci feif tliis ©f.fi©i 



Cha Initial 



Eoveeber 10, 19! 1 * 



Ttiorasile Flu?© & Hat©? District 
Of flee ©f the C©ibkiIs sfcsers 
Pa lite r> ftfass* 

§eittl@ti@af 



,|j£f|$£ 
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Leli "j 1 ©!!* wsy #@si¥# will b© fsstti-sfitcl l?y tfais ©fiffeis 

I?^^*?^ l^-'pf.^^-^.T %r^*-v%fr ■& . 
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SUPERVISION 'OF CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 



fy (i W p~~k k , INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS. PLAtiS AND SPECIFICATION' 

M k^i .&_ M.. M / 



hi.llJ.NlJ CONSULTING ENGINEEtt S 



BOWERS AND PEOUOT STREETS 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TEL.JEffeRSOM 3-3391 



CD Palmer 
March 17, 1969 



Board of Water Commissioners 

Thorndike Fire District 

ThorndLke, Palmer, Massachusetts 01079 

Gentlemen: 

Reference is made to your dams Ln the Town of Palmer, and the fact 
that there now exists a heavy enow cover throughout Western Massa- 
chusetts. The water content of this snow cover, coupled wLth a warm 
spring rain could result in extremely heavy runoff conditions. Con- 
sequently, the Commissioners of Hampden County have directed that 
I advise you to be sure that the spillway facilities at your dams are 
clear of any obstruction and that you take all precautions necessary to 
protect your darns as well as persons and property downstream. 

If you have any question In connection with this matter, the under- 
signed, can he reached at the above address and telephone number. 

Very truly yours. 



/f ti.J /jrxtu ^i ( 




' Ceorgjfe H. McDonnell A 
■ County Hydraulic Engineer 
GHM/amd ' 



Three Rivers Dam fka Boston Duck Company Dam aka Otis Company Dam 




1940 Palmer 

Once known as Otis Dam and also the Boston Duck Company Dam now known as Three Rivers Dam - 
located across theChicopee River, at a point a short distance downstream from the village of Three 
Rivers. See also Otis Company Dam, Textile Printing Company Dam, New England Power Company 
Dam. See also : County Highways (Palmer) - "New Dam for Palmer Mills Three Rivers. ." - ch 050 fia. 



City/Town 


Palmer 


Dam 


Otis Company Dam 


Dam 


Boston. Duck Company Dam 


Dam 


Three Rivers Dam 
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Chicopee River 
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The Horio the Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court house 
Ma s s . 

ha r 1 e s W . Br ay , dual rm a n , 

Dear Sir: 

I beg to report that on May 11 ill I visisted the 
Otis darn,, across the Ghicopee Rivers at a point a short 
distance downstream from, the village of Three Rivers in 
the Town of Palme ry and found flashboards on the dam 



These flashboards were put in place on May 2nd 



-' n r\ 1 u 'J., "h 



.. a. o 



} 



and as heavy rains followed soon after, it was feared by some 
of the residents of the village, that the higher level of the 
river pond caused by the flashboards, might back water into 
some of the cellars or basements in the village. 

Fiasr. boards rave been in common use on. almost all 
power dams, especially in. times of low water and, in regard to 
the dam under consideration, flashboards have been used thereon 
year after year since it was constructed. In some of these 
years the flashboards were 2i feet in height, instead of 2 feet, 
which they are at present ■> 

Since about 23% of the flow of the river at the 
Otis dam will be impounded henceforth in the Quabbln Reservoir 
completed in 1939, this should have a considerable modifying 
effect on the height of flood flows over the Otis dam in the 
future o 

In regard to the authority of the County in ordering 
flashboards removed from a dam, where such would endanger its 
safety, there can be no quest Lorn Where flashboards, however, 
do not endanger the safety of the dam but cause damage to 
abutting properties thru back water, resulting from the higher 
level of the' pondage, it might be advisable to know from the 
legal standpoint If the authority of the County would still be 
the same, as where the flashboards endangered the safety of 
the dam 

I ( e s p e c t f ul I y s u bra 1 1 1 e d s 



TOWN OF PALMER 
MASSACHUSETTS 



OFFICE OF SELECTMEN - . HOLBROOIC BUILDING 

March 13th. 1941. 



County Commissioners, 
Court House, )f 
Springfield » Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen:- 

Bue to the extreme threatening flood 
conditions we are asking that the flash hoards on 
the Three Rivers dam he taken off immediately. 

Will you kindly let us hear from you 
regarding this matter, 

Very truly, f 

Ohairman. 



H.P. /^Boar^of Sele^tmehT 



I; 
1/ 




Mar* 14, 19%1 



Bmws® §. %bfflm$ $ Claims®, 
lsl.#si* ¥ lass* 

'Jems? Xmttmv ef laimli I3M1 relatlwa 

to fcaMi-sag ©f£ Mie £lasiib#«ii*4s ©■» tlie Hif^e Stew 

Ban lass b«©s r-e©elwe€* 

le tisw® tafcwi tip the Bait*! 4 with 

Hf* Jsass L» Sigjtae, Hy&rattiJue Sngi»e«y for tb« County, 

and la.® will toe out te s## jrota in regard to ease. 

?@rj truly years, 

COlf If X OOlBflSSIOHSRS 

S j 

'.. -T: rroan. 



TJC/S 




MARCH if, 1941 - 



Motes on Otip CosiBamr daa just fee low 



h- Sf * 5f- Jgr *: <S ft 



Baa is 30 ft.- in heigiit aaS 190 ft. in Ice gtii lietfteen g bctmants, 

In the 193 6 floods the flaafl.. waters etosd &t s height of 9.2 
fe«t eliOTe tne ©rest* 

In the 1938 HuiTlsan«-flO'Od» tia% wi|i«2* st&ad at a height of 
11*6 fa^t strove tlia creat, s? 2*4 ?&at higher than the 1.9S 8 
flood. 

Crest Df tea - ^leirgtisa 299 *B 

Actually,, the Ooiintjr Commissioners have £^££lj£lliZ li0 
juriaaioti&n, power, or- interest in thisT"ein«nnHice2raln#r 

beelwaier flooding at ^hree li^rs* 

Thst pert of the ia»s which gives the County jitrisfiietiom 

Sfer the cUms states as follows: 






3fta. -t 



Qmotimi 45 

if ?fa# County O^anisM. ener 
©a on<se ia two years , csiiBe g 
enafiiiisMMi ta "be staile of 
reservoir Smm.&oil Bill dai 



af w.axeii- loss © 




risen »f a ait 




tie Dj? ClSiSSgts' 1*0 -3 

cause suck esupiiiatioii to 
on i^i -^ijli^iit- i0r^- t5^~ *fefi.£f 



p or tag sei.ee.' 
is likely ta 



in 



*Jtsa*.J 



is x-ii 



_&. 



^W £3 



tfhiali, is feellevec; to be tinaaf s 9 mm %i 
O&Cifiissisixers meg t&ereupan ©sits© sell 



i'. CS W" si * 






■re to o-a &z 



tX*l9 



Proa tiie above,, it cam be seen that the County's jurisdiction 

is very el&fjUiitel^r restricted t© the aetixal safety ar.4 
stability of' any las and the j)?eveiitioii of 1&bb &•£ lif« 
or property damage will eh sight result frors the actual 
jbresking of the structure, that ia, provonti o-n 0FT0S3 of 

life or property deigr^t! dowastraan from the daei. 



As f&v aa aey lecsweter daraage abD*?e the csra is concerned, 
it would seeis that this is entirely a asetter "between the 
aweer of the clsia and the owner af the property whieii may 
b«? injured thereby, 

T'here is nothing in th© law giving: the County GersnisGieaers 
eif Jurisdiction over the limiiiit of the fig® or the use of 
any f is siife sards thereon^ witti respect to the effect &f 
bee&fMster on properties upstream. 
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MEMBER 

AM. SOC. C. E. 

INST. C. E. GREAT BRSTAIN 

ENG. INST. OF CANADA 



JAMES L. TIGHE 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

CALEDONIAN BUILDING, tS9 HIGH STREET 

HOLYOKE, MASS. 

TELEPHONE SSaS 
MEMBER AM. INST. OF CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INO. 



MEMBER 

BOSTON SOC. C. E. 

ENG. SOC. WEST. MASS. 

AM. & N. E. W. W. ASSOC'S 



WATER SUPPLY 

SEWERAGE 

SEWAGE DISPOSAL _^ ,„,., 

ANALYSIS OP WATER MBTCh 18, 1941 



WATER POWER INVESTIGATIONS 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
DAMS AND POWER INSTALLATIONS 
ESTIMATES AND APPRAISALS 



The Hon. The Board of County Coiaiaisai oners 
Hampden County, Court House 
Springfield, Mass. 

Thomas J. Oostello, Cheirraan, 

Desr 3ir; 

In accordance with jour instructions, I heve 
visited Mr. George B. Cheney, Chairman of the Board of 
Selectmen of the town of Palmer , and have conferred 
with hira regarding the use of flashboards on the Boston 
Duclc Company dam at Three Risers. 

It appears thet some of the property owners 
along the river benk in the village of Three Rivers, 
located about one-half a mile upstream from the dam, 
are concerned over the possibility of the occurrence 
of e flood on the river, and wish to hsve the flash- 
boards now in place on the Three Rivers dam removed, 
so a s to lower the height of the backwater in the 
event of sueh flood. 

An inspection of the dam showed that a set of 
flashboards 2 feet in height are now in place on the 
crest of the dam. 



» i| 



I also interviewed Mr. Brown, chief engineer of* 
the Boston Duck Company, end drew his attention to the 
apparent concern caused by these flashhoards "being in 
place. Mr. Brown stated that it is desirable* in the 
operation of the power plant , to maintain the boards on 
the dam, but that constant watch is being maintained, end 
ell possible precautions taken to prevent excessive back- 
water levels in the event of e sudden rise in the river* 

Mr. Brown also pointed out that there is 8 new 
factor, present for the first time this year, which 
should have 8 very considerable effect in lessening flood 
flows and lowering flood heights in the vicinity of ^hree 
Rivers a a well as throughout the entire length of the 
Chic ope e River. This factor is the recent completion 
and putting in service of the Quebbin Reservoir, on the 
Swift River, which has the effect of impounding or holding 
back about 29 per eent of the previous flow of the 
Chic op ee River at the Boston Duck Company dam at Three 
Rivers, It will be remembered .that this subject of the 
effect of the Qua b bin Reservoir on future flood flows, in 
the Chicopee River was discussed at some length in the 
Report on the Hampden County Dams for the year 1940. 

Respectfully submitted, 





WATER SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 



TIGHE&BOND, Inc. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

BOWERS and PEQUDT STREETS 

HDLYDKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

George H. McDonnell, 

Philip W. Sheridan 



DAMS Sl POWER INSTALLATIONS 
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
WASTE DISPOSAL 






Tokay Realty Corporation 




1.968 Palmer 

Proposes to build 41} acre lake (dam) in West Warren and Palmer as noted on 1-11-1968. 

Abutters Tokay Kfialty Corporation 



City/Town Falrner 



JsfBiisrir IX * 19 £ 









r©fc@t1 to" grant apj: 



?ai fee* th® Tolcay R©aXl.y 
to proceed farther with the Scmatj 
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Copy tos 
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slsses If* Flaherty 



Hanpfleo County Cssaissloaers 

State Department of latarsl llssoirses 

Wsrrsa Soarc of Seleetsss 



V. V. Mc N!TT, PRES. AND EDrTQfi 



WM. C. STEWART, VICE PRES 



FRANK M^NITT, V!CE. PRES, 



SOUTHBRIBGE^VHEKING NEWS 



GEORGE MOZLEY. BUS. AND ADV MANAGER 
B. S, GOODWIN. ASS'T. TREAS 



S OUTHBHIDGili.'MAiSS . 



#Y3fi?v*, ill 



October 16, 1954* 



Dear Mr. Sullivan: 

This will acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter of October 13, 
calling attention to the need for repairs to a small dam on my place in 
Palmer, as pointed out in a report hy your engineer. 

I have already asked a Palmer contractor to examine the old spillway 
and give me an estimate on doing the work recommended by the engineer. 
It is none too early to get at this job, if I wish to save the installation. 

With assurances of my appreciation of your interest, 

Very truly yours , 



V. V. McKitt 



Mr. Thomas F. Sullivan, Chairman, 
Board of County Commissioners, 
37 Slffi Street, 
Springfield, Mass. 
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McMtt Dam 




1954 Palmer 

Located adjacent to the property between Boston Road and Nipmuck Street. 



City/Town 



Dam 



Falraer 



McNitt Dam 



Name 



Streets 



McNitt, Virgil V 
Nipmuck Street 



Streets 



Boston. Road 



©etofeer 13., 19?K T 

Mr* ?« V* llelitt 
Bi.aB«hai*if ill© 

l : ©s.i? St^-s 

i^atiirii to the Inspection* eondttioo and safety of tisft fess 
01 I'&apteri Coa^tr, yoii acee here*? yMsea that jour das 

loc-a**^ acjgsfift. : to ycair propsi^y 'between Bsstoa Botad aai 

a 
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.. t *L -a-^^. 4aoa^ «££w ±y s& j*Mvfl«M ^^^»S^a ^-BJ^y IIP** 

££ U *?«**: J. XT/i. H ieFfg ^■■■a^fc-fl llif Infill I* "f W^Wff&f 4 f W 'W^^ : &■ 

asu is a s^tll ilsi! Iseates Just Por f felsei i, 3^f oC B&s-taaa H©a€ 
srM .stmmmrtf of Si^ek Street.* A large earth fill e©n- 
istsfSg a . eai%*eFt isil#i' f te fill is l. : &esf e5 i^eSistsi* 
■gj||s*y©ait of Islm: la»* Beeatis« of this enlwert &rM -sarth 

■^y^:?^ B.@sFis uoi5l,<l puss^ljly %l_-#@|r til© ©tli^'S:? < fc : SsS wi i ^& 

^ae : €tsa,» i.s© m*'tik%m "WG&mmi spilli^j alaitfe should. %& 

r "'- ."- ; • 7^;V,- —!. -, - :-> e - fc--?;s ; 'hs$~*i s eie is 

desirable ly the oi«m? s s oew ©us should ba cobs tn« ted. 

ft«3il : b.^illllS ; @ ©I fell© -#SJ*l^il fill €l©Wlf} vS*S|g§ ojT "fcllS ffSSOSS^ 



TOok needs repair belbre fts-tiier iamge is done »y water 



*.ieli you may desire will fee farsatshed by this of flee anon 

Very tmlf touts, 
COWfT GOlMlSSIOilBS 



v -.tlr^LTi" 



Sarah si # 1956 J7 



ffe». V. V, MeSItt 

fml^ : r ? Warn®* 

{tear iirs 

lis Bsesipfiasee ififii Seefcicm 2§3 of ttj© 
{SsmTMl £mt$ of the €0Bmpn»tmItl4 ? $om> dam in falser 

asm! fie repots Qmt f2ie dam srsa' damaged ia t&s flood 
of ftagmst. X9SS -aM feo cta ; t® sas noi ksn rspaiFed* 
Bapaii 1 ! ax*s nee<fe4 to- t&e aaa?th fill of t&t eis%aJ9fcigst 
gtsi te tim wmsmm^- spiijiiiiy and its nSjig »!!$.* it 
pse#«fi* # fti© pm& feslm *!■ #piii and w» mtei* is stof^d* 

Stiffs mmfy&T* is agsis p»»is€ ? fciiwily Btiaii? 
tfef da^ig® to the s.texietm?e -and notify tMs office 
ifeea Hork .lias dssji eoispleted so that our Engineer ssy 
ixmpmt Wm mrk pries* te eteslsg tfc& #ss»*#0*n gate, 

Sie mmtmxm mi mm*k. fe^nis*®^ far impairs to 
Si© iga Is MSmm? aai e^siifiiesfcif' it will i»% fe@ ae©« 
asmpf- fee I s il® pia« mna ipeeifl-e^tliKig ef tli© pressed 
.impairs* 
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TIGHE&BOND, Inc. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

BOWERS AND PEEJUDT STREETS 

HOLYDKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

George H. McDonnell 

Philip W, Sheridan 
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SOUTHBRIDGE EVENING NEWS 



SOUTHBHDGE, MASS . 
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Palmer, March 84, 1956, 



Dear Sirs: 



There were so many demands on contractors after the August flood that I was 
unable in the fall to get necessary repairs made on the small dam at my place 
here. However, I let the job some time ago, and expect the work to be completed 
this spring, along the lines of your specifications. 

I had the pond drained several months ago, and plan not to close the dam 
until after earth fills have been made and masonry walls fully repaired. You 
have my assurance that the work will be done as soon as I can bring it about, 
and that you will receive notice before the pond is filled. 

The flood brought a heavy deposit of earth and silt into the pond, and I wish 
to have that removed before closing the gate. You will perceive it may take some 
time to get this excavating done and the repairs made. In the meantime the small 
brook will be allowed to flow through. 



Board of County Commissioners 

Springfield 

Massachusetts 



Very truly yours, 
Y. V. McNitt 



Copy of this letter sent to George H. McDonnell, 
County Hydraulic Engineer, on March 27,1956* 



SB falner 

Oct. 31, 1956 



Hr, ¥. V. MeSitt 
Box 526 



Dear Sir* 



In reference to jour letter of Oct ..15*1956, 
ow bounty Hydremic Engineer has Inspected your dam 

SSnS^l ? S L loca ! e f oa ?<»' Property in Palmer and has 
found that the maintenance and rep&Ir work completed 
recently is satisfactory and of good quality, S^ne© 
t e da3 !l **** ^PiUwaj are now In good condition* jmi smj 

close the gate in fchs dam and impound water whenever 
job ao desire. 



ferj truly yoars 

BOARD OF COOHTY CGMMISSIQKERS 



%■ 



m ®nt Miter than the dam in located immediately betow tfee djim 
aB d a culvert of limited sise passes thro this emtotaeal. #ater 
would b« ponded fey the old emteitaeat and *«Ie&*e4 by the,*^aU, ■ .■ ■■.. 

culvert. " ■ ■ :';■'' '",■;■■;■■:;''■ ..\. : .\\'::' /!■■.: 

Th. Owner choold fee alfiiei that M# dun fe in d*n««r of feilmg / ..v;- 

unless corrective action is fcatosB to properly plug the leak an* 

to replace tha e&rtii ©mbaiftmfat. ... ^>:/^^v:0:;;^- 

From time to time la to* fast it Ms b««n noted-Vy tfee. ^e^i^ej. .vV; 
that fb»re is tvfafamc* that water overflow* ** entire •mba«km«* 

amct that U« spillway is not of s^fficteat capacity to pass .tonn £ «9. 

Th. spillway capacity .h<mld be Mc««ed to ade^tely faa^ie M^b 

tho^h yo^r dam does become comply bricked. reiea« •****•***» * 

la^meat yo» new Km to y^r to a»5 pool* xtwoute. *»:^T^^^;. ■ 

to yo^r interest and for th* p^etioit of y««* d*m to mcreaie,,^^, ,,,... 

capacity, 

II y0 u have any farther qmiticm. 1b eonnecHoa „ith this tetter. ? ie aS e do 

not hesitate to eall sf©& us. .■ ■ ■, ■ ; . ^:- : S^:%( 

Very truly yo»rf . : ■ 
BOARD OF S©|fKTT,' : 0GMgIS$K5l^^^: 



BOX 526 

PALMER, MASS. 



October 15, 1956. 



Dear Sirs: 



The contractors who have been repairing the 
concrete dam and retaining walls at the pond and 
spillway on my place two miles east of ^almer ^ 
have assured me that their work: will be finished 
by Wednesday evening of this week. 

Several months ago you directed me to notify 
you before closing the dam to impound water. I am 
following your instructions, and hope you may be 
able to send me word soon that inspection has been 
made. 

With thanks for your attention, 

Very truly yours. 



V. V. McWitt 



Board of County Commissioners 
Springfield 

Mass. 



Copy of this letter send to George H. 
McDonnell, County Hydraulic Engineer* 
on October 15, 1956. 



Oct. 21, 1959 



Mx. V. V. MeMitt 

Bex 526 

Palmer, Mass. 

Bear Ms 1 ; 

la aeciSFdaace .with fee provisiswas #f Chapter 2.53 , Section 4S # «t $«q. a£ the 
Geaeral Laws, "fe.rcemtesa.ry Editiea, relative to the isas.pec&iOB* es-adltioo 
*ad safely ©f tli* iasii «£ Bamp^es C^mmtf, jmm are hereby advised -that f&ur 
4mm Iftcate.d sua your pynperty in Palmes* has recently bees* ia#f*et»fl by our 
Engineer as-d y@ar .altestlss is called. t@ ttte fstta-wimg cosditi©.ss sated .a»4 
r¥<-::';r":rr':?r-.-'i:-.t:.i: ; \"> .:-:.•: ...;5 >/ ];irr- . 

f *Tte earfefct emtatfemeat iasEaedtately -iewastream of the 
Eaasoary wall mi a fjoiat MjaeeaS t© hoik skies «f fee spili- 
w&y has been was.'tei oat is part. It m&mM appear ass if tie 
capacity ©I the spillway lias leea exceeded in the areeescfc past. 
Tfae excess werftowiag water caased the wasteut ©I fee earth. 
The spillway eaf»eity stesM prsbaMy fee increased by raisisg 
the side walls mi tbs spillway as.d tfce e*rtfa eaiisaafcsaeM fhs*s 
creating & deeper a.piliway seetfefi at. i&e sve.f flow ani. p-ra- 
ifMiag more overflow capacity, Tfee eosdMos. e-f the dam 
aad spillway 4#es met esdajiger persaas .aa# properly clowa- 
str-eam. Just iisajmediately feelaw flie #ans 'there is a. very large 
earth emba®km*at esslaialag a, ssivert, Tke sise oft&is culvert 
is small aad, aay is»s of the 4aro waaM simply res-alt is Hie 
earth embaataaeat tesapssra-rily aetisg as a daua uMil the sur- 
plus water passes ftfara Ik® ealvert -to tie drainage area below. " 

The cosditi©-© as reported at your dam Is sot danger was to per seas ami property 
dawasiream. The esabaaksaeai and calve rt meaHsae-d in t&e eoaditt©a.s »©ted 
by the Engineer w©tsM control the release «£ water downstream ®I y@or 



.2- 



propeirty should your dam fail, if y©u wish, t© take corrective action t© pre- 
heat farther waebauts at the dam spillway, tk« recommendations ©I fee 
Engineer £ov iraislmg the dam itself aael iocreasiag the spillway depth should 
be followed. 

II j&u have aay further ftiestiss ©a this , please do not hesitate to call up&n 

a© . ... 

Very truly jquts , . 

BOARD OF COUMTY COMMISSIONEES 






S%* tl© 






WSimmm 
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Copy of this 
letter sent 
to G-.H. McDonnell 
Gty Hydraulic 
Engr on 10/V60. 



October l, 1960. 



Dear Sirs: 

This acknowledges receipt of your letter of Sept. 2E relativE to the small 
dam on my Palmer place. The damage you mention was caused by the recent storm. 
I have already begun planning to repair the damage snd make the das stronger 
than before. 

You raay be quite sure I wish to keep everything in good condition, and 
that 1 appreciate your suggestions. 



Very sincerely yours, 



V. V. HcNitt 



Board of County Commissioners 
37 Sim Street 
Springfield, Mass. 



Oct. 23, 1963 



Mr. V. ¥. Mclfitt 

B@k 526 

Palme r , M-3«*a©fe«s«f f s 

Sear Sir; 

Ik acceriaacs wiili the pre^isicsis ef Cliafster 253, See*i©a. 45„ -et seq. of 
the Cfeaexsl lawt s Tefcealeiiary JSsiiti©^ 't&lsMwm t& la*pscti©s. B . coactftiaa 
aaatl gsfeiy ©f tie <Jaaa.s ol Hstmpiea C^msity, yea are lt©r®l»y a4vlse«L that 
f cmr itsm, located csm year pj?ef»rty is Palmer* h&9 .receslly teem iaspeeteft 
fey ©ua- 'Eagiseei* ami ytsai* atteatiss m ©ailed t© thse following ceasi.ti©ss soled 
ast F€C©saa»eis-iia:li©as ma.ee hf Mm. 

"'' Tit® earth, esibssfaseafc ©f tfee straclar® i® somewhat roagli in shape 
bat is ce?exeii with a fairly geod tarf. Tltere is a wasketit In fee 
esnbasfaoaeal; si the rigfci ©£ It*® spillway. Tits watkost i« alwmt § ft, s 
mere ©r less,, is leagtfa asci 4 ft. deep. Tfce bettssa ■©£ the wa.alioat 
io rsek lilies. Th» e-eacret* masonry wail afosg t&e m^streasi section 
el the esatsaskiiaefit thai ©xteBcIs f rem th@ spillway presents complete 
Is.ss ol tfee fissi. Tito .spillway -nm.mtmsy its* if is in safisfactery 

Water Is leaking water &t thru lim dasaa and emerges 1st© tbs waiisit 
41 a point wis© re the embaaskm^at tefsamatee, H@ eaxtli was feeisg 
wasiied wilfe tfe« leakiag water at tlbe tins© of iaspeetiosa ess Oeiebeir 9. 
Leakage m prefeaMy occurring wiif tfee esmcret® wall jast s^Jacest 
to the void washed la ttse eBi&aataaeat. 

Asf ©xslaxgemeai of tfce vmd -m. .Ife© eralaafejaaeal will resslt ia tfes 
expesare ©f as additio-aai aan&siaist of tlie upstream maseary wall and 
cosid caa»@ failare of this wall. 

A complete breacli ef tbe dam aael release c*£ peaked water wstsiel sat 
esctaager persons and property Ibwm tx-eaas., since a large embank- 



BOX 526 

PALMER, MASS. 



October 25, 1963. 



i^bd JT Sufil S i 



I am greatly obliged to you for your letter 
advising repairs to the small dam on my property, 
recommended by your engineer. 

The work will be carried out in compliance 
with your suggestions as early as possible this 
fall. I employ a cian who is good at that kind 
of undertaking. 



Very sincerely yours, 
V. V. McNitt 



kXa 



County Commissioners 
37 Elm Street 
Springfield, Mass 



JAMES W. DUFFY 
EDWARD R.DUFFY 



Duffy and Duffy 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

4\2 MA!N STREET 

Palmee, Mass. 01069 



TEL. C-413) 2S3-S271 



November J+» 196^4- 



Mr. Thomas E, Sullivan 

Mr. William F. . Staple ton 

Mr. Ralph P. Walsh 

County Commissioners of Hampden County 

Elm Street 

Springfield, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

The writer is Counsel for the Executors of the Estate of Virgil V. 
McNitt to whom you wrote under date of October 21 concerning the 
condition and safety of a dam on the property of Mr. McNitt. 

The statements contained in your report have been noted and 
immediate action will be taken to correct the deficiencies. 

If you have further communications in this matter, I trust you will 
direct them to the writer. 




Very truly yours , 
James W. Duffy " ^ 




JWD : sah 



CCr County Engineer 



GENERAL INSURANCE REAL ESTATE 

M. WILLIAM HOLDEN 

BANK BLOCK 
PALMER, MASS, 

TELEPHONE a?5 

Nov. 14 1935. 



County Commissioners, 

Hampden Co rusty. 

Springf iel d , m&ss f 

Gentlemen: 

Your notice of the 6th. is hereby acknowledged. 

in regard to repairs needed on lower dam of smell reservoir 
at Palmer center. 

Shis will be tsfeen care of as your engineer sug.* 
gests and if possible to complete same before eold weather 
will do so, however I will notify you when same is completed, 



Very truly yours, 






J -^-"'' . ■ I A, J 1 - 



Hoi da i Dam 



1935 Palmer 

Lower dam of small reservoir at Palmer center. 



City/Town 



Falnier 



Dam 



Holden Dam 



Name 



Holden. M William 



Name 



Holden, William 
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WATER SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DS5PDSAL 
STRUQTURAL ENOINEERINQ 



TIGHE & BOND, Inc. 

CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

189 HIGH STREET 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Gedrge H. McDonnell 
Philip W, Sheridan 

November 9, 195.? 



DAMSi & POWEI3 INSTALLATIONS 
HIGHWAYS £, BRIDGES 
HQLISING DEVELOPMENT 
WASTE DISPOSAL 



C~D 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 
Sp r i ng f i e 1 d. , Ma s s . 

Gent lemen : 

Following the flood of August I9h5> I reported 
to your Board about an old abandoned street car bridge 
across the Quahaug River in Palmer and just downstream 
from the Worcester County Electric Company sub-station 
that serves a .large area of Hampden County. This bridge 
together with piers and abutments was seriously damaged 
in. the August flood and the bridge now sags towards the 
stream bed. 



The structure does not comprise a dam but it does 
cause a blockage to the flow of the river at times of high 
water. Debris carried by the high water could catch on 
the bridge and further restrict the channel so that even- 
tually a dam might actually be formed. The creation of 
such a blockage could raise the elevation of the water 
surface in the vicinity of the sub-station and, if raised 
high enough, could cause major damage to this installation, 
If "the damage was of a serious nature, many communities 
could be without power for a long period of time. 



Mr. Gale of the Worcester Count 
has contacted me and stated that their 
been approached by a junk man who has a 
the steel work of the bridge but not th 



right to the metal thus salvaged. As 



I 



previous letter, the ownership of this 
I believe it was once owned by the Stre 
but abandoned when the Company went out 
land adjacent to the bridge was apparen 
Electric Company but acquisition specif 
structures thereon. The bridge remaine 
later used by a petroleum company for c 
pipeline across the Quabaug River. The 
just went ahead and used the bridge and 
apparently could not find out any perso 
ownershi p . 
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Since the stricture is a menace as it now exists 
and since all parties concerned withthe bridge and with 
whom I have conferred on the matter of the bridge, have 
no desire to see the bridge remain in place, it would 
seem that the structure should be removed. 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 



jv. 9, 19: 
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the fact that this may fad a problem 
f Waterways of the Department 1 of 
also In view of the fact that repre- 
Department will probably be at your 
y, November l6th, for the hearing on 
uld recommend, that the matter of "this 

at that time and that the Division 
quested to take whatever legal steps 
amove the bridge or to authorize the 

for the Worcester County Electric 
the bridge. 



Very truly yours, 



GHM/ 



emrn 




George H. McDonnell - 
County Hydraulic .Engineer 



Worcester County Electric Company Dam 



MJ55 Palmer 

Dam removed in 1*155 ~ on Quabaug River. 



City/Town 



Falraer 



Dam 



Worcester County Electric Company Dam 



Name 



Worcester County Electric Company 



Water 



Quabaug River 



Septeisber lh^ 195 
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lery truly yours, 



Cd'IK^ffisgi 



County Byclra'ulle Biiglneea 



Hov ember 1?, 1955 



B©€©1idJi© S. iessette, Director, 
Bt*l«i©a , of Waterways j 
Bepa-ptaeat of Public Works , 
l©S- ; lfealma Street, 
Msfcoii* Muss. 

Bear Hr. Bessettes 

The Hanp4@a0oun.ty Cosaiasloners for- 

mrl, . y©n tiie saclos-ed resmest for renewal of -as ©li. 

atoariaoiasd street cfer & ridge across the Q&abaug River 

in Falser, described In detail la the letter froa our 

Gmmty Hydraulic Engineer, Mr* §©orge E. RoDcamell. 

f@ry tfuly yours s 

BAKPDE8 COUSTT OOiMIS 21 G1ERS 
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larch 21, 1956 



Worcester County Electric Goopany 
Palmer Office 
Palmer, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen s 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 25? 
of the General Laws of the Commonwealth, our hydraulic 
engineer has inspected the remains of your dam on the 
Qaiaboag Biver- in' Falser and reports that most of the old 
timber crib dam has been removed. However, some timber 
and planning remain in the river bed and is piled loosely 
on the shores, fo prevent this material from being washed 
downstream and doing damage, it is requested that the work 
of removing the dam be completed as soon as weather and 
river conditions permit. 

Any additional information desired on this matter 
will be furnished on request. 

¥ery truly yours s 

Board of County Commissioners 



GHM/mdb 
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WATER SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING 



TIGHE 8c BOND, Inc. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 

189 HIGH STREET 
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

George H. McDonnell 
Philip W. Sheridan 



DAMS Bt POWER fNSTALLATIUNSj 
HIGHWAYS S BRIDGES 
HdUSSNG DEVELOPMENT 
WASTE DISPOSAL 
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WATER SUPPLY 
SEWERAGE 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING 



TIGHE & BOND, Inc. 

CONSULTING ENGiNEERS 

189 HIGH STREET 

HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Gedroe H. McDonnell 
Philip W. Sheridan 

March 20, -1956 



DAMS £i POWER INSTALLATIONS 
HIGHWAYS a BRIDGES 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
WA5TE DISPOSAL 

C-D 



The Hon. the Board of County Commissioners 
Hampden County Court House 

£>p T X rig I ISXQj i'lo, S 3 , 

Gentlemen: 

While inspecting dams in Palmer recently, I noted, 
that the old Street Railway tressle across the Quaboag 
River downstream of the Worcester County Electric Co. 
sub- station is still in place and forms a potential 
barrier to flood water flows. This bridge is no longer 
used for any purpose, insofar as I know, and that pro- 
perty is not claimed by any Owner. 
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wealth of Massachusetts through the .Division of Waterways 
or from the Corps of Engineers of the U. S. Army. 



I have recently heard of another instance where the 
Corps of Engineers is taking an active part in removing 
abandoned structures from stream beds, to provide better 
flow characteristics at time of flood. 
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GHM/emm 



Very truly yours 




Tfd 

y Coun 



'&0 3*ge 



n. . Mc Do nn e 1 1 
Hydraulic Engineer 




End of Book D15~ Dams ~ Town of Palmer 



